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Course Changes for 2021

• In August, the government announced several 
changes for GCSEs for the 2021 cohort. 
Although the consultation period is over, some 
subjects are still waiting to hear from their 
respective exam boards / Ofqual about the 
relevant changes. 

• The exams are still scheduled to take place in 
May / June but this is subject to change. 



What’s changed and how are Holbrook 
adapting? 

• A document with all changes will be uploaded 
to the school’s website shortly; this will of 
course be updated accordingly once all the 
information is released. 

• Some of the core ‘confirmed’ changes are as 
follows… 



English Language 

• No requirement to film the spoken language 
assessment.

• Students may take the assessment virtually or 
in front of one teacher instead of an audience.

• No changes to the examination papers or 
course content.  



English Literature
• All students will be assessed on a play by Shakespeare and on 2 of the 

remaining 3 areas of content: poetry; 19th century novel; or fiction/drama 
from the British Isles from 1914.

• Students will not be studying A Christmas Carol for this year's exams and 
will instead focus on An Inspector Calls, Conflict and Power poems, unseen 
poetry and Macbeth. 

• We will now be recovering Macbeth in detail, completing and revising our 
knowledge of the poems and studying An Inspector Calls.

• Schemes of learning have been updated to help focus on revising key 
quotes and references; revising key themes and subject terms; 
examination technique; extended writing skills and contextual factors that 
need revising.



Maths 

• No changes. 



Science 

• Students will no longer be required to carry out 
the required practical experiments themselves.

• Where possible, practicals will be carried out (for 
example if lessons are in labs, enough equipment 
for it not to be shared across year groups etc). 
Teachers will have more time to spend 
demonstrating practicals and more time 
therefore available to focus on theory.



Intervention and Catch-up Plans for 
Year 11 

• Remember: all students and all schools are in 
the same boat! It’s important that we provide 
opportunities and support for our students 
but we don’t to overload them or cause 
unnecessary stress, especially when there are 
so many unknowns! 



Intervention and Catch-up Plans for 
Year 11 

• Intervention programme during enrichment 
time and gained curriculum time; this will 
targeted for students who need it and will be 
in small groups. This will initially focus on core 
subjects but will later widen to non-core 
where needed and possible. 



Intervention and Catch-up Plans for 
Year 11 

• A full round of 'light-touch' Walking, Talking 
Mocks  to support students in the process; 
ensuring that the focus is on timings, exam 
techniques and decoding questions.



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are 
they? 



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are 
they? 

• Mock exams are conducted in the hall (or elsewhere!) in the usual 
manner, BUT subject teachers will be ‘talking’ them through the 
papers, offering guidance on timings, getting started and exam 
techniques. 

• Started by the English department in 2015, with other subjects 
periodically using them thereafter

• Rolled out to ALL subjects last year for the first time; these will be 
even more important now to boost confidence and exam 
technique. 

• These are not used in the event of ‘CAGS’ and so cause less stress 
and pressure but instead are used to improve and not prove 
learning. 



Intervention and Catch-up Plans for 
Year 11 

• A forward planned delivery of revision 
sessions from content covered before 
lockdown / during school-closure for core 
subjects. These can delivered after school, 
online and be recorded as revision tools for 
students who cannot make them.



Intervention and Catch-up Plans for 
Year 11 

• A mentoring programme for key students 
who require extra support and are at risk of 
not achieving their potential. 



The 3 ‘R’s:

1.Revision

2.Revision

3.Revision



Supporting Students with Revision

• Make use of the blank revision timetable which 
will be provided soon and encourage students to 
stick to it! 

• Give them the space, time and, most importantly, 
the peace and quiet they’ll need to make the 
most of their revision. 

• Some background noise from TV or radio on 
nearby may help your child to concentrate, but 
too much can prove to be a distraction and affect 
the amount of information they’re actually taking 
in



Supporting Students with Revision

• Keep up to date with all home-learning tasks 
through Google Classroom and the new 
Go4Schools app.

• Encourage students to exercise, eat healthily 
and make sure they are in a regular sleeping 
pattern. The best learning takes place in the 
classroom! 



Read the full BBC article here

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-34139196#:~:text=An%20extra%20hour%20a%20day,a%20Cambridge%20University%20study%20suggests.&text=Those%20spending%20an%20extra%20hour,equivalent%20to%20two%20grades%20overall


Screen Time

• An extra hour a day of television, internet or 
computer game time in Years 10/11 is linked to 
poorer grades at GCSE, a Cambridge University study 
suggests.

• The researchers recorded the activities of more than 
800 14-year-olds and analysed their GCSE results at 16.

• Those spending an extra hour a day on screens saw a 
fall in GCSE results equivalent to two grades overall.

• Activity monitored
• The researchers analysed the habits of 845 pupils from 

schools in Cambridgeshire and Suffolk at the age of 14 
years and six months.


