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17th July 2020 
 

 
Dear Year 11 Student, 
 
May I open by saying how nice it was to see some familiar faces as you came in on 
Wednesday to collect your hoodies and leavers books, even if I didn’t have time to be able 
to chat to some of you as long as I would have liked.  It was nice to hear how you have 
been keeping yourselves busy and how you are looking forward to the beginning of your 
post-16 studies which you have worked so hard towards; it certainly feels like a long time 
ago that we waved you off the premises for the last time back in March. 
 
Some of you have been asking about the results day process and this letter is aimed at 
giving you more information for the day itself and what happens beyond.   
 
First of all, a reminder of how your grades have been calculated: 
 
1. Your teachers went through a vigorous exercise in judging what grade they think you 

would have got, had you had the opportunity to sit exams this summer.  This was 
calculated using many different sources, including previous examinations (mocks and 
end of unit tests etc), classwork, home learning, and everything else we use to be able 
to assess where you are in terms of your learning.   

2. Once they had your grades, they had to rank you in order of confidence.  What this 
means is that where more than one student in a subject was put down as a Grade 6, for 
example, they had to list who was most likely to achieve a Grade 6 and then the next 
most likely and so on. 

3. Once all of this was complete, and Mrs Mayhew and I were happy with how 
departments had arrived at their decisions, these were sent off to the exam boards. 

4. The exam boards have applied their own statistical modelling to this data, on a national 
level, to produce what they think are fair results in line with all the previous years.   

 
I know that there has been a rumour going around that all the grades are going to come out 
much lower than previous years, but that is not the case.  What the boards are doing is 
ensuring fairness across the years to make sure that you are not disadvantaged through 
having not sat any exams.  However, just as in any year, you may be disappointed with the 
grade you are awarded.  While you are unable to challenge the grade and rank sent in by 
the school, you are able to apply to take an examination.  Further information on how to go 
about this will be included in the envelope which you receive on results day. 
 
Mrs Percival has contacted your parents today regarding how results day itself will run.  
You will be invited into the Academy sports centre at different times based on the first letter 
of your surname.  Please do not arrive outside of this window without prior arrangement 
with me or Mrs Percival.  There will be a clearly marked section for you to queue up in and 
there will be marking showing you how to stay two metres apart.  It will be a very unusual 
results day for many reasons but seeing students unable to hug each other in joy and, 
sometimes, in support is one of the things that will feel most bizarre. 
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As always, if you have any questions regarding any aspect of the awarding of results this 
year, including how to apply for resits in the autumn, please do let me know. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mr P Hart 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 

 


