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3rd July 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

I hope this letter finds you and your families in good health. 
 
This week, the Secretary of State for Education, Gavin Williamson, announced the government 
plans for all children and young people to return to full-time education at the start of the autumn 
term.  Staff at Holbrook Academy are very much looking forward to seeing all students back in 
school. 
 
We have received supporting guidance that sets out a range of measures to protect children and 
staff when we open in September. We will now update our plans accordingly and will begin to set 
these out for you next week.    
 
To support families in understanding what to expect, the government has provided the following 
guidance:  
 

• What parents and carers need to know about nurseries, childminders, schools and colleges 

until August 2020 here 

• What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in 

the autumn term here 

Although the government plans provide some clarity, there are also many questions that students 
and families will have about what these measures mean for Holbrook.  We will be working hard to 
ensure that we can provide as much detailed information as possible to you over the next two 
weeks. Whilst you await more information from us, I encourage you to talk to your child about the 
information in the guidance above so they can begin to understand how things will be in 
September. 
 
To assist us in our planning, please ensure we know of anything that will support us in managing 
your child’s safe return to school. It is important we know of students who have been shielding or 
students who are worried about a return for any reason so we can put appropriate support in place. 
Please use health.advice@holbrookacademy.org to update us with any information. 
 
In my letter home last week, I advised that we were able to offer an on-site learning hub for 
students who have limited access to technology at home.  From Monday, students can access the 
provision for two hours on any one day.  Parents and carers can sign up by telephoning the office 
and securing one of the two hour slots for their child – 01473 328317. There is an online 
availability calendar which will show you how many workstations are available at any one time.  
 
If your child is accessing the site this term for this provision and has not been into the Academy 
since lockdown, we ask that you go through the information for parents on re-opening with them 
and ensure they understand what to expect and how to adhere to new procedures on site.  The 
following video for students might help with this:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8B8wYEHlUU&feature=youtu.be   

 
 
 
 

Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2QX.           
Tel:  01473 328317     Email: office@holbrookacademy.org 

Website: www.holbrookacademy.org 
Company Number    07654882 

Acting Headteacher: Nicola Mayhew 
Acting Deputy Head: Philip Hart 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
mailto:health.advice@holbrookacademy.org
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153RfitQU5vScOUXyfroerupT5GF1VdQhXg-MAyqngMU/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/153RfitQU5vScOUXyfroerupT5GF1VdQhXg-MAyqngMU/edit#gid=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8B8wYEHlUU&feature=youtu.be


 
 
Changes to Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
Changes will come into effect from September 2020 and all schools will be required to comply 
with the updated requirements. This means that we have been reviewing our RSE curriculum 
and policy so we can ensure our RSE provision is appropriate for our students based on their 
age, physical and emotional maturity, religious and cultural backgrounds and special educational 
needs and/or disabilities. 
 
To help you understand the curriculum requirements we need to meet, please do take a look at 
the attached summary of what all students are expected to know by the end of secondary 
school. With this in mind, a copy of the curriculum plan is also attached. A copy of the full draft 
policy is available to view on the Academy website - http://holbrookacademy.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/07/RSE-Draft-Policy-for-Website-3July2020.pdf.  
 
Due to the current school closure, we have not been able to hold a parental consultation evening 
this term but please do contact us if you have any concerns or queries in connection with this 
revised policy.  

 
Finally, the end of the summer term is normally very busy in school.  It is a time when we give our 
Year 11s a proper send off and celebrate the success of all students over the academic year. 
Although we cannot meet students for these traditional school events at present and in the way we 
would like, I have asked teachers and support staff to find creative ways to mark a very different 
end of term.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs N Mayhew 
 
Updates: 

 
Ofqual consultation on 2021 exams and assessments 
Yesterday, Ofqual published its consultation proposals on arrangements for GCSEs, AS and A 
levels in 2021. The deadline for responses to the consultation is 16 July. 
 
Ofqual is also working with the sector to agree approaches for vocational and technical 
qualifications (VTQ). On 2 July Ofqual published their factors and principles shaping the 
operation and regulation of vocational and technical qualifications’ assessments for 2020/21, and 
will set out, in the coming weeks, the measures it expects awarding organisations to take. 
 
The consultation proposal and the VTQ position paper can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofqual-launches-consultation-on-2021-exams-and-
assessments 
 
Ofqual has also updated their guidance on Summer 2020 grades for GCSE, AS and A level, 
Extended Project Qualification and Advanced Extension Award in maths to reflect the autumn 
2020 consultation decision outcomes. 
 
A reminder of how to get in touch:  
General email:  office@holbrookacademy.org   or  parents@holbrookacademy.org  
Health concerns and updates:  health.advice@holbrookacademy.org 
Pastoral support for students:   pastoralsupport@holbrookacademy.org 
 
Over the summer holiday, these emails will be checked on a weekly basis. 
  
If you are worried about the welfare or safety of a child, please contact: Customer First on 0808 
800 4005. If the child is in immediate danger please call 999. 
Advice for parents and carers can be found here:  https://suffolksp.org.uk/parents-and-carers 
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