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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Last week, I shared with you the following guidance from the government: What parents 
and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in the autumn 
term and I encouraged parents and carers to read and discuss this with their children. 
  
The separate guidance for schools has provided us with more information to help us plan 
for your child’s safe return to school in September. The guidance for schools has been 
prepared with input from school leaders, unions and sector bodies and in consultation with 
PHE and the Health and Safety Executive (HSE). 
 
We are updating our plans and risk assessments in keeping with the government guidance. 
I have set out the following to help parents and carers understand how the Academy will 
operate in September: 
 

• We are preparing to welcome all children back at the start of term.  

• Students will attend in school uniform.  

• School and public bus services will be running with safety measures in place to 
minimise risk. Students will need to wear face coverings on public transport.  

• Contacts between students will be reduced by grouping students together and avoiding 
contact between groups as much as possible.  In KS3 students will be taught in 
‘bubbles’ and stay in these groups. In KS4, the students will be grouped by year group 
so they can access their full curriculum. 

• The school will be separated into 5 separate zones. Year groups will remain in their 
zones for learning and have separated, allocated social space for lunch and break 
times. Each zone will receive an enhanced clean at the end of the day in addition to 
daily cleaning of surfaces, door handles etc. 

• To avoid groups mixing, the canteen will deliver food to separate zones and will use an 
ordering system.  

• Students will not be able to move between zones so students will not have access to 
lockers.  Students will need to bring in the equipment they need for that day. 

• Students will have access to their full curriculum but there will be changes to the way 
that pastoral support works to ensure daily wellbeing checks. Practical subjects will 
amend their lessons to avoid contact and sharing of equipment.  
 

More detailed information on all these aspects will follow.   
 
We have made adjustments to the first week of term to enable completion of the Year 7 
induction process. To this end, on Thursday 3rd September the Academy will be open for 
Year 7 students only. All students will return on Friday 4th September. 
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We would really like to make sure that we speak directly to any individual student who is 
feeling very anxious about their return to school. In particular, students who have been 
shielding or young carers who have been supporting a shielding parent or carer.  Please do 
let us know if your child needs additional support in preparing to return by emailing 
parents@holbrookacademy.org.  
 
The following guidance may also be of help:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-
and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing 
 
Next week, Mr Le Marrec will be hosting online celebration assemblies and congratulating a 
number of ‘lockdown heroes'. If your child has been a hero in their community, we would 
love to know.   
 
Each year as we near the summer holidays, we regularly give health and safety updates to 
help young people keep safe over the summer break. These include messages around 
water safety, road safety, rail safety and e-safety.  This year, we add Covid-19. As part of 
your conversations with your children around safety this summer, please do discuss risk 
and remind them of the steps they can take to keep safe each day. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs N Mayhew 
 
 
Information 

 
See, Hear, Respond service in response to COVID-19 
See, Hear, Respond is a service provided across England by Barnardo’s and other national and 
local community-based organisations in response to COVID-19. 
The programme has been created to help children and young people in England who are 
experiencing harm and increased adversity during this period by providing support to those who are 
not being seen by social care or other key agencies. 
 
Working with its partners, Barnardo’s aims to reduce the likelihood of harm and ensure other 
support and protective networks are in place using: 
• online digital support, including advice and information, online counselling and a telephone 

helpline 
• face to face interventions, such as support for groups at risk outside the home and one to one 

support 
• reintegration into education, including assessments and the delivery of support pathways back to 

education 
See, Hear, Respond accept referrals from any source either through the Freephone number 0800 
151 7015 and via the online referral hub. 
 

Handwashing Advice 
It is essential that everyone washes their hands more often, using soap and water for at least 20 
seconds. Hand washing with soap employs mechanical action that loosens bacteria and viruses 
from the skin, rinsing them into the drain. Drying hands afterwards makes the skin less hospitable 
to the virus. Hand sanitiser can be effective if soap is not available or the situation makes using 
soap less feasible (ie when outside) but using hand sanitiser provides none of the virus-destroying 
friction that rubbing your hands together and rinsing with water provides.   

       Please see the latest guidance and video on handwashing from the NHS 
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