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11th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As you are aware from recent media coverage and our recent communications, Year 10 students 
will be invited to receive some face-to-face support from the Academy, starting on Monday 15th 
June.  Many of you have completed the survey informing us as of your intentions regarding sending 
your child in during this time and I thank you for taking the time to do so; this has helped us plan for 
your child’s safe return.  As a parent of school-aged children myself, I know that the decision to 
send your child back into school is not an easy one, but is a decision that only you can make.  
Whatever you have decided, please know that you have our full support.   
 
This time next year, this cohort of students will be about a week away from completing their GCSE 
examinations and I know that several students within this cohort have concerns as to the impact this 
enforced absence from school will have on their futures.  Please rest assured that everything we 
are planning at the Academy is with your child’s wellbeing at its heart and part of that is giving them 
the confidence that they will be successful in their GCSE courses. 
 
We have created four ‘pods’ or areas around the Academy to avoid student mixing.   Within these 
pods are small ‘bubbles’ – these are the classes that your child will be in between now and when 
we officially break up for summer.  The classrooms within these ‘pods’ have been reconfigured to 
seat between 7 and 12 students, depending on the size of the room These groups are not 
interchangeable, nor will any requests for students to move or swap be entertained at this stage for 
obvious reasons.  Where a Year 10 student is in Mr Anstee-Parry’s group (children of key workers 
and vulnerable students), they should continue with that provision.  You will be contacted separately 
with details of which ‘pod’ and ‘bubble’ your child is in, as well as details around arrival and 
departure times, which are staggered between pods to avoid students coming into contact with one 
another unnecessarily. 
 
You will also be given information around which part of the building your child should enter and exit 
by.  Movement around the Academy will not be possible. There are markers on the floor to indicate 
what two meters looks like to help students remain socially distant.  Each student will have their 
own allocated workstation and must stay in that seat.  They should bring enough food and water to 
sustain them through their learning session.  In the first instance, this will be two hour tutorials.  
There are numerous posters up around the building which advise students on how to ensure they 
remain as safe as possible, including prompts around regular hand washing.  In addition, there are 
sanitising points at every entrance. We are advising that students wear their own clothes at this 
point. 
 
You will find with this letter some additional information about the steps we have taken at Holbrook 
Academy to keep everyone safe. In addition, we encourage parents to read the guidance from the 
government which can be found here:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your patience and support as we continue to 
strive to provide the best possible education for your child. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mr Philip Hart 
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