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Dear Year 7 and 8 Students,  
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well. I would firstly like to say an incredible well done to each and 
every one of you for all your hard-work during the school closure; your teachers have been really 
impressed by your work rate and commitment to your studies during this challenging time.  
 
Some of you may be feeling stressed or anxious about your transition into the next stage of your 
school life; please be assured that this is perfectly normal and remember: everyone is in exactly the 
same boat!  
 
For those of you who have been following the news, you will have seen that the Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, has announced that it is the government’s intention for you all to be back into school from 
September. We hope that this is the case and, whilst it is not set in stone, your teachers from all of 
your subjects have put together a list of their top two learning priorities that you should be focussing 
on before you return to school.  
 
Here is the list of top learning priorities, from each of your subjects: 

 
Subject Year 7 Year 8 

Art To practise drawing from real life (first 
hand sources) using line, tone and 
texture. 

To find artists and designers that interest 
you and write your opinions about their 
work. 

Computer 
Science 

• To read, watch and listen to 
technology news stories. Think how 
these stories could impact them and 
their families.  

 

• Understand the story (put it into their 
own words) and then discuss them 
with their parents. 

 

• Identify as many computer 
systems as possible.  A computer 
system has data INPUT(s), data 
OUTPUT(s), PROCESSES data and 
can STORE data.  

 

• A modern car will have many different 
computer systems, controlling 
different functions, e.g. engine 
management, ABS brakes, airbags 
etc and an ATM. This will increase 
their awareness of how pervasive 
computers are in today's society. 

• To read, watch and listen to technology 
news stories. Think how these stories 
could impact them and their families.  

 

• Understand the story (put it into their 
own words) and then discuss them with 
their parents. 

 

• Identify as many computer systems as 
possible.  A computer system has data 
INPUT(s), data OUTPUT(s), 
PROCESSES data and can STORE 
data.  

 

• A modern car will have many different 
computer systems, controlling different 
functions, e.g. engine management, 
ABS brakes, airbags etc and an ATM. 
This will increase their awareness of 
how pervasive computers are in today's 
society. 

Drama / 
Perform. 
Arts 

Revise and revisit key subject terms 
such as physical theatre, hot seating 
and audience. Use BBC Bitesize to 
help!  

Revise and revisit key subject terms such 
as physical theatre, hot seating and 
audience. Use BBC Bitesize to help! 

 
Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2QX.           

Tel:  01473 328317     Email: office@holbrookacademy.org 
Website: www.holbrookacademy.org 

Company Number    07654882 

Acting Headteacher: Nicola Mayhew 
Acting Deputy Head: Philip Hart 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Subject Year 7 Year 8 

DT • You will need to focus on Health and 
Safety in the workshop. 

• You will need to be aware of all the 
different high risk activities in a 
workshop and how to overcome them 
safely. 

You will need to focus on One and Two-
point perspective drawings and how 
annotation is used to increase the level 
of description. 

English 1. Either sign up for a free account 
at senecalearning.com and complete 
the 'English: KS3 Spelling, Punctuation 
& Grammar course. 
 
Or complete the Bronze Spag pack 
(attached) 
 
2. Tackle the reading challenge 
attached. For Y7->8, consider reading A 
Christmas Carol as part of this.  
 

1. Either sign up for a free account 
at senecalearning.com and complete the 
'English: KS3 Spelling, Punctuation & 
Grammar' course.  
 
Or complete the Bronze Spag pack 
(attached) 
 
2. Tackle the reading challenge attached. 
For Y8->9, try to read a novel from a 
different culture or social perspective to 
your own. 

Food Prep • Understanding and applying the basic 
principles of food hygiene to ensure 
food is safe to eat. 

• Understanding and applying 
basic safety principles in order to 
keep yourself and others safe in a 
kitchen environment. 

• Understanding the importance of the 
Eatwell guide and the need for a 
healthy balanced diet. 

• Diets through the stages of life and 
health issues. 

• Nutrients and why we need them, 
Impact of lack and excess nutrients on 
the body. 

• Understanding the reasons for making 
a food choice based on religion, culture 
or ethics. 

French Use connectives to produce longer 
sentences and to give an opinion and 
justify it. 

Priority is to be able to use two different 
tenses together and to include 
descriptions. 

Geography Stay up to date with current 
environmental issues in the news such 
as climate change, deforestation and 
natural hazards, learn the names and 
locations of the continents and major 
oceans, become familiar with the 8 
point compass. 

Improve your map skills, including grid 
references, scale, compass directions 
and map symbols (you could use BBC 
Bitesize pages), learn the names and 
locations of the countries in the 
continents of South America and Africa. 

History Research The Romans. In particular...  
1 - The story of Romulus and Remus  
2 - Who was Julius Caesar?  
3 - What made the Roman Army so 
good?  
4 - What did the Romans eat? 

Research - What were the Salem Witch 
Trials?  
 

Maths • Complete the 'Three boosters' on 
MyMaths.  

• Try out some rich mathematical task 
on the nrich maths website. 

 

• Complete the 'Three and Four 
boosters' on MyMaths. 

• Try out some rich mathematical task on 
the nrich maths website.  

 

http://senecalearning.com/
http://senecalearning.com/


 
 

Subject Year 7 Year 8 

Music We are going to start looking at music 
cultures from around the world. We will 
play many different instruments from 
around the world (traditional African 
Drumming, Indonesian Gamelan, Latin-
American Samba etc). To get a head 
start on this, start to build one page 
profiles on the three above mentioned 
musical instruments, along with the 
details about where they came from.  
 
Try to include the following: 

• The instruments used within these 
cultures/genres 

• A brief history as to how these  
cultures/genres of music came about 

• How these genres went on to inspire 
and influence other genres of music 

 
Keep yourself up-to-date on your music 
theory! Use the below websites to help 
you bolster your understanding of the 
music theory we have covered in 
lessons so far: 
https://www.musictheory.net/  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/
zmsvr82  
 

We are going to look closely at specific 
western genres of music. Arguably, most 
modern pop music is based around the 
Blues. To prepare yourself for the next 
year, I would like you to build a 2 page 
profile on the Blues, covering the below 
points:  
 

• Where did the blues come from? What 
political, social, and economic issues 
did the world face at the time that 
caused musicians to create this sad, 
story-telling genre (start with slavery 
and move from there).  

• Who were some of the most important 
artists during the time of its inception.  

• Find a list of important songs that really 
carried meaning at the time of inception 
for the blues.  

 
We are also going to focus on 
compositional skills in the next academic 
year. Start writing or creating music using 
your instrument. Take inspiration from 
your favourite artists and try to emulate 
their work in your own songs. Feel free to 
post these to Mr Sansom or Mr McGlone 
on Google Classroom for some 
feedback.  

Science • Do as many Educake questions as 
you can over the summer holiday. 

• Prepare for your first science topics 
which will be: Photosynthesis, Simple 
chemical reactions and magnets 
/electromagnets 

• Do as many Educake questions as you 
can over the summer holiday. 

• Prepare for your Year 9 science topics 
which will be: Inheritance and 
evolution, describing chemical 
reactions and application of forces. 

 
Teachers will be busy planning ways for your return to school to be as smooth as possible; this may 
include special lessons to help you catch-up and inventive home-learning tasks to help support you.  
 
Your teachers have asked me to remind you of the importance of establishing routines whilst working 
from home; we strongly suggest you begin each day by checking Google Classroom and 
ShowMyHomework as these are both updated regularly with learning tasks for you to complete. 
Please remember that all of your Google Classroom codes are available on the school website and 
keep an eye out for any live learning opportunities that are running.  
 
Please get in touch with your teachers (your form tutor will be your first port of call) if you have 
questions or concerns about anything.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  
Mr R Lay  
Assistant Headteacher  

 
 
Additional learning resources :- 

 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv  

• https://www.thenational.academy/ 
 

https://www.musictheory.net/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv
https://www.thenational.academy/

