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Dear Students, 
 
Today, the Student Council met with myself and Mr Hart to raise questions and share your 
views. I thought it would be useful to share the responses so you all have the same 
information. 
 
Students asked: 
 
Will Year 10 students who don’t go into school for the face to face support, have the 
same face to face opportunities and learning from home? 
Mr Hart explained the two phases of opening for more Year 10 students: 
 
Phase 1: Teachers will support students with their return to school and will focus on their 
individual learning.  They will explore gaps, discuss any issues from learning at home and 
develop plans for ensuring that students are on track.  Mr Hart will see how best this will 
happen for students who remain at home.  
 
Phase 2:  Subject teachers will deliver lessons to students.  We are exploring how this can 
be available for all students - on site and at home. The recent English mock is a good 
example of how this might work and was completed successfully both by students in school 
and those working at home.  
 
What will be the consequence for learners who haven’t been completing their work?  
We discussed how students will have had different experiences of learning from home and 
many will have faced challenges. Teachers will support all students to understand the 
challenges faced and to ensure that gaps in learning are filled. Students won’t be 
‘sanctioned’ if they couldn’t keep up but will be supported to get them back on track.  
 
What support will we get when we are back in school, especially if we are behind? 
It is our job to help you.  Although it has been much harder whilst you have been at home, 
teachers are looking forward to making sure you have the support you need. The first job for 
all teachers will be to understand where students are and to then plan the right level of 
support and next steps for students who need to revisit lessons or aspects of learning.  For 
most, this will happen in lessons when we are back.  Where students have struggled more 
and need additional support, they will receive 1:1 or small group support to help them get 
back on track.  
 
Will there be online learning for all? 
The online learning opportunities continue to grow and we are looking forward to offering 
more. Some students said they felt this would help with motivation.  
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Will prefects still be needed to do the same job? 
Mr Hart is coordinating the prefect recruitment process and it was agreed we will set up an 
online ‘handover’ from this year’s Lead Prefects to the new Lead Prefects once they have 
been appointed.  Prefect roles might change if we are still using the school space differently.  
 
Our new Headteacher from September, Mr Maltby, joined us for some of our meeting today. 
He explained how he had been meeting with staff to help prepare for when he joined us and 
how he wants students to be involved in agreeing priorities to help us continue to move 
forward.  Mr Maltby has asked the Student Council to feed back to him on the following: 
 
1 - What you really value about Holbrook Academy.  
2 - The two or three things you see as priorities for change. 
3 - Five key character traits you think are really important that we should look to develop in 
everybody at Holbrook (Mr Maltby gave the examples of kindness and resilience).  
 
The offer to feedback on these areas is extended to you all.  Please share your views with 
your School Council representatives who will pass them on.  
 
We are looking forward to seeing students in Year 10 join us from Monday. All staff have 
been working really hard to prepare for opening for more of you.  For those of you who are 
returning, you may feel anxious about coming back.  That is quite natural but we are 
confident that everything has been done to give you a safe and comfortable learning 
experience.   
 
For those of you who will continue to learn from home, please continue to work hard.  Your 
teachers are impressed with the quality of work from many of you.  If you are struggling, let 
your teachers and tutor know.  Remember, you can also contact us on : 
pastoralsupport@holbrookacademy.org  
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Mayhew 
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