
HOLBROOK ACADEMY 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

19th June 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Back in February, we started sharing guidance about Coronavirus.  The Department for 
Health asked us to remind young people about ‘general hygiene in light of Coronavirus’ and 
there was advice around travel to China. At that point, we weren’t expecting an extended 
closure and all the other many restrictions and changes to our daily lives. Everybody has 
found themselves responding and adapting to a rapidly changing situation. All stakeholders 
in our Academy - students, families, teachers - have been impacted by Covid-19 in so 
many ways just like people all over the country and world.  The hardships facing families 
now may be different to before lockdown.  The need for a strong community seems more 
important than ever as we recover, adapt, learn and move forward together.  
 
This week, with more students and staff on site, we feel like we are slowly returning to more 
familiar routines. We will continue to respond to the guidance around opening for more 
students and follow the clear expectations around health and safety.  
 
We are hoping to be in a position to have more students on site before the end of term and 
also that we can offer a summer provision for some learners. We will keep you informed of 
this. 
 
Teaching staff are now working on site whilst continuing the online learning offer for 
students at home. Given our small size, this means that there is a larger demand on 
smaller departments.  Please recognise this when awaiting individual feedback on pieces of 
students’ work.  
 
This week Year 6 joiners have received their transition packs and Year 9 students will  
receive booklets with information from their new GCSE teachers. Year 9 students should 
now focus their studies at home on core subjects and their options subjects and teachers 
are setting work accordingly.  
 
We continue to support a number of learners with work packs, technology and individual 
support where needed. Please continue to inform us of your child’s needs.  
 
Although this summer term is like no other, we are encouraged by the prospect of a safe 
return for more students and the thought of more of our community meeting again soon.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs N Mayhew  
 
Please see overleaf for Updates. 
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Updates: 
 

• Please visit https://www.suffolksp.org.uk/ for safeguarding advice and updates. Watch 
the short video on raising awareness of safeguarding for children and vulnerable adults 
in our community and find out what to do if you see something that just doesn’t feel 
quite right. 

• This week, The Duchess of Cambridge led an online assembly on mental wellbeing 
among children for the Oak National Academy. The theme of the Duchess’ assembly 
was ‘spread a little kindness’ and is based on a lesson plan which is available on the 
Mentally Healthy Schools platform. This platform was developed in collaboration with 
children’s mental health charity Place2Be and encourages children to explore ways in 
which they can show kindness and recognise the benefits of kindness to others. The 
Mentally Healthy Schools platform can be accessed here: 
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/  The assembly can be accessed here: 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/assemblies/  

 
 
Advice for parents in keeping their children safe online.  

• What parents and carers need to know during school closures which includes detailed 
advice on keeping children safe online. It includes information on home filters, age 
appropriate parental controls, and how to have age appropriate conversations with 
children about online safety. 

• Support for parents and carers to keep children safe from online harm outlines 
resources to help keep children safe from different risks online and where to go to 
receive support and advice. 

• Support to stay safe online includes information on security and privacy settings. 
What parents and carers need to know during school closures which includes detailed 
advice on keeping children safe online. It includes information on home filters, age 
appropriate parental controls, and how to have age appropriate conversations with 
children about online safety. 
Support for parents and carers to keep children safe from online harm outlines 
resources to help keep children safe from different risks online and where to go to 
receive support and advice. 
Support to stay safe online includes information on security and privacy settings. 
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