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Dear Year 11, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well.  It has now been 63 days since we last saw each other (I just 
Googled it!)  In that time, the world in which we live has changed immeasurably and we still 
don’t know how long for.  I always promised you that this ’14 week holiday’ would be the ‘best 
you’ll ever have’.  I guess I was a little bit wrong about that.  Sorry!  We would have been a 
week into the exam season by now. 
 
From talking to some members of the student leadership group, I know that some of you are 
struggling to motivate yourselves to complete work tasks that have been set by some of your 
teachers.  I will reiterate the points that I made in my last letter in which I recommended the 
strategies I would use if I was you. 
 
Some of you have asked what the point is in working on subjects that you don’t intend on taking 
at A-Level – my advice remains to continue to study in the subject areas that you are hoping to 
take at Sixth Form or college.  Not only will this ensure that you remain knowledgeable in these 
subjects, thus giving you a headstart, but it will mean you are well placed should you wish to 
appeal the grade you receive in August when it comes to doing an exam in that subject.  You 
should have received some ‘transition tasks’ which I posted to SMH recently.  I have always got 
more work for you to do, so just let me know! 
 
I am receiving updates from your various colleges and places of further education.  Lots of them 
have created virtual tours which you should be able to find easily by visiting their websites.  I 
have added these at the foot of this letter.  I have also included a link with information about 
apprenticeships in case that is a direction that some of you will be thinking about going down 
either now or in the future. 
 
I am sad to have received a couple of emails from parents saying you won’t be able to make the 
rearranged prom date for different reasons.  I really do hope that as many of you as possible will 
be able to attend as it will be a lovely way to finally say “Well done, goodbye and good luck!” but 
I totally understand if you’re unable to attend for various reasons.  Please do let us know as 
soon as you think you might not be able to make it and I’ll make sure you receive a refund. 
 
In the meantime, your teachers have now finished submitting their assessments of your final 
grades to me; these will soon be going off to the relevant exam boards.  A reminder that, at this 
stage, nobody at the Academy is able to discuss the contents of these submissions with you, 
other than to say that exam boards will soon start working on the standardisation process to 
ensure fairness and consistency across the country, ready for publication of results in August.  
Some of you may find yourselves in a position where you wish to appeal the grade you have 
been awarded and I will write again with information on how this process will take place once I 
have it. 
 

 
 

Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2QX.           
Tel:  01473 328317     Email: office@holbrookacademy.org 

Website: www.holbrookacademy.org 
Company Number    07654882 

 

Acting Headteacher: Nicola Mayhew 
Acting Deputy Head: Philip Hart 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

We are all missing you terribly, Year 11, and I hope you are able to be making the best of this 
very strange situation that we find ourselves in. 
 
Stay safe and look after each other. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr P Hart 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 
 
 
Tours and Information 
 
Colchester Institute 
Suffolk New College 
Suffolk One 
University of Suffolk 
West Suffolk College 

 
 

Apprenticeships:  www.amazingapprenticeships.com/learn-at-home  

https://colchester.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b7c1468e33844be0d3b845e3&id=4dba40ee3b&e=dbf81616a1
https://www.suffolk.ac.uk/virtual-tour
https://suffolkone.ac.uk/static/virtual-tour/
https://www.uos.ac.uk/virtualtour/home
https://www.wsc.ac.uk/student-life/student-campus
http://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/learn-at-home

