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1st May 2020 
 

Dear Year 10 Parent / Carer, 
 
I hope this letter finds you and your family safe and well during these unusual and 
unprecedented times. 
 
Whilst lock-down continues in the UK and rest of the world, education has had to rapidly 
evolve to suit the needs of students and no-where is this more important than for our Year 10 
students who are mid-way through their important GCSE courses. 
 
I am sure that you are all doing your best to support, motivate and inspire the children in your 
care and just wanted to reiterate the support measures that we have put in place to help 
students to succeed. 
 
Work is currently being set using a combination of ShowMyHomework and Google 
Classroom. Students should all have access to these platforms, but if you are having 
difficulties, please contact the school as soon as possible and we will assist you in accessing 
the work. Likewise, if you are having difficulties accessing ICT software, please contact the 
school and we will provide you with printed packs for students to use. If you or your child has 
any problems with logging in to ShowMyHomework or Google Classroom, please email 
passwordreset@holbrookacademy.org to access support.  For all other queries, please use 
parents@holbrookacademy.org . 
 
Ideally, when students are working at home, they need a quiet, tidy space away from 
distractions such as mobile phones, games consoles and televisions; this helps students to 
focus on their work and allows them to concentrate solely on their work. Having a structured 
learning day can also help to focus students as this replicates somewhat their experience of 
the school day; breaking down ‘lessons’ into hour long chunks with break times in-between 
means that students don’t get distracted when working on the same subject for too long. 
 
At this stage in their academic career, we would also be encouraging GCSE students to be 
revising in the evenings to support their normal schoolwork and to reinforce learning already 
covered. This can be done in the form of making and using flashcards, mind maps, GCSE Pod 
videos, BBC Bitesize tasks and lots more. Creating a revision timetable can help with this and 
we will shortly be sending out ‘How to Revise’ packs for all Year 10 students to use to help 
them plan a rigorous revision timetable.  If your child does not have access to resources they 
need, please tell us.  
 
We have prepared an online assembly for students (and you!) to view which includes some 
important information about working from home - https://youtu.be/RAS_QyHnMmQ  
 
Lots of parents/carers have asked us about the use of ‘Video’ lessons; this is something that 
we have already started to use and will be delivering more of these types of lessons in the 
future. We will not be streaming ‘Live’ lessons through Zoom or any other platform; instead, 
lessons will be filmed and then uploaded with supporting materials and resources. We hope 
that these lessons will provide students with support and will help to engage them.   
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Thank you for your continued support of the school and if you have any questions or queries 
regarding your child’s education at this time, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr R Lay 
Assistant Headteacher 

 


