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22nd May 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
At the end of an extraordinary half term, I would like to express my gratitude to everybody who is 
playing such an important role in supporting Holbrook Academy and our students during this time. 
Thanks extend to all members of staff who are working incredibly hard both on site and remotely. A 
special thank you goes to all parents and carers.  You are supporting the ongoing education of your 
children and doing an amazing job.  It is clear from what you tell us that there is no ‘one size fits all’ 
and we have been truly inspired by the shared work, photographs and even video footage of 
learning at home.  We also understand and hear about the challenges and frustrations.  These are 
quite normal and to be expected and we remain here for you - please do get in touch when it gets 
tough.  Although we are not open in the normal way, Holbrook Academy is still here for you and 
your children.  
 
Thank you to all Year 10 parents and students who responded to the Year 10 questionnaire. Mr 
Hart will look at the face to face opportunities for Year 10 students and share his plans in the 
coming weeks. As mentioned in my last letter, we have a number of important steps to take to 
ensure that we can manage risk on site and our plans will be shared with you prior to your children 
returning.   
 
Mr Anstee-Parry continues to prepare for the new intake in September and has a number of 
transition activities planned for our new young learners for secondary education. These include a 
virtual tour of the school, transition projects and getting Year 6 learners started on their secondary 
curriculum.  
 
In Year 9, students this week received confirmation of their options and Mr Hart has provided this 
update for Year 9 students which will be shared on Google Classroom and Show My Homework:  
 

Year 9, 
We know from listening to your form representatives on the school council, and from messages you 
have sent to us, that some of you have concerns about the transition from Year 9 into Year 10.  This 
is a big step for students and it is completely natural that some of you are feeling this way.   
 
This week you will receive confirmation of your options.  Some of you might have questions around 
these and we have people ready to help you with any issues you have.  I have also asked your 
teachers to produce a sheet for each subject where they can tell you what you will be studying 
when we come back in September so that you can make a start and 'hit the ground running' when 
you return.  This way, I hope that you will feel more prepared for life in Year 10 and will worry less 
about the idea of 'getting behind'.  Please remember that every single student your age is in exactly 
the same boat in the UK!   
 
Once these sheets have all been completed, I will be issuing them as one workbook.  I hope that 
you look forward to receiving it and if you have any questions at all around stepping up into Year 10, 
do send them over to us at the Academy and we will do our best to help you. 
 
Mr Hart 
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After our initial early weeks of lockdown, Mr Hart sent you an online survey and the information you 
gave us was incredibly useful in helping us shape and develop our learning provision. Today, we 
kindly ask you share your thoughts again.  We are particularly keen to understand the technology 
that students can access to understand if we can further support with this. The survey can be 
completed by clicking here.  
 
After half term, students from all year groups will be able to use their school 
@holbrookacademy.org addresses to access Gmail. This will allow students to communicate with 
staff more directly, and will also integrate with Google Classroom and Calendar apps to help keep 
us all organised.  
 
I am pleased that Mr Maltby has now relocated to Suffolk and is getting prepared for starting his 
new role as Headteacher from September.  This week, he has been talking to the leadership team 
about his vision for the school and he will be virtually meeting all staff after half-term and joining the 
student council in one of their remote meetings. He is very excited about the opportunity to lead 
Holbrook in its next successful stages.  
 
As it is the planned half-term break, we encourage students and parents to take a well-deserved 
break from the learning routine at home.   The Oak National Academy is launching a range of fun 
and educational activities for students to enjoy on their own or with families during half-term next 
week.  The activities, which will be uploaded to Oak National Academy’s website each day of half- 
term, will provide entertainment and continue to provide some structure and focus at home.  
 
Most importantly, please do remind your children of the continued social distancing rules and 
expectations especially when outdoors.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs N Mayhew 
 
 
 
Useful Information 
 
Parents might find this website useful in exploring and discussing apprenticeships with upper school 
students https://amazingapprenticeships.com/parents/ 
 

 
Guidance for parents and carers as schools and other education settings in England open to more 
children and young people can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-
and-carers 
 
Department for Education coronavirus helpline – Monday 25 May Bank Holiday opening 
hours 
The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is available to answer questions about COVID-
19 relating to education and children’s social care.      
Phone: 0800 046 8687 
The helpline will remain open over the May Bank Holiday weekend for staff, parents and young 
people as follows:  10am to 4pm – Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
 
Our standard opening hours will resume on Tuesday 26 May: 
8am to 6pm – Monday to Friday 
10am to 4pm – Saturday and Sunday 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/GPNJDF8
https://www.thenational.academy/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/parents/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers

