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15th May 2020 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I wrote to you earlier this week in response to the government’s ‘roadmap’ and the 
implications for schools. A short survey will go to Year 10 students and parents/carers in 
the first instance as we consider what any face to face contact with the Year 10 cohort this 
term will be.  We will then move on to canvassing the views of other parents/carers. 
 
Advice around the attendance of the onsite provision for children that are considered 
vulnerable and for children of key workers has changed.  If your child is eligible, you will 
receive a separate letter about the changes. If you have not notified us that you are a 
critical or key worker, please email us on parents@holbrookacademy.org  
 
As Academy leaders and governors undertake risk assessments to support decisions 
around re-opening for more students, the primary concern remains safety. Any phased 
return will be managed with extreme caution and care so that all necessary protective 
measures can be put in place. The safety of students, staff and families will remain 
paramount throughout.   
 
Such protective measures will mean that school will be different for students and, although 
we cannot say yet when we will be opening for more students, I think it sensible to be 
preparing students for the changes to expect. We will share more information with students 
and families in coming days and weeks and encourage you to have conversations with your 
children around what school will be like on return. We will provide resources to assist these 
conversations and encourage you to read the government’s guidance to parents/carers 
which can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-
educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-
educational-settings-from-1-june  
 
This week Academy governors met to discuss and review where we are in responding to 
this new way of working. To help us really understand how things are from the perspective 
of parents/carers, we will be asking for your feedback through another questionnaire next 
week.  
 
One area we are keen to know more about is the type of technology that students have 
access to and preferred ways of working at home as we have noticed a significant increase 
in requests for work packs.  
 
Next week, senior colleagues and I will be focusing on the transition phases for Year 6 into 
Year 7 and Year 9 into Year 10.  We want to do all we can to ensure these cohorts are fully 
supported at these important stages.   
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I am pleased that the School Council reported more communication directly with them via 
Google Classroom and with telephone calls home. If your child feels isolated from school in 
any way, please let us know so we can get in touch with them.  
 
Please find below some further updates from gov.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs N Mayhew 
 
 
 
 
Coronavirus testing eligibility and how test and testing kits work 
 
Anyone in England showing symptoms of coronavirus who has to leave the home to go to 
work, or is aged 65 and over, is eligible for testing along with members of their households 
with symptoms. This is in addition to all essential workers with symptoms. 
 
Guidance on coronavirus testing, including who is eligible for a test, how to get tested and 
the different types of test available can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 
 
The Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency has published guidance for 
members of the public and patients about coronavirus tests and testing kits, including 
information on the different types of tests available and how they work. 
 
The guidance can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-tests-and-testing-kits-for-coronavirus-
covid-19-work 
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