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5th March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
I refer to Mrs Mayhew’s letter of 13th February 2020 in which she referred to the plans we 
are implementing to ensure continuity of learning for students where there is staff 
absence.   We are aware that absence does cause frustration for students but I would like 
to reassure you that the following is in place:- 

 

 appropriate cover work is being set for every class by the class teacher; 

 a Science specialist has been temporarily appointed to take these classes; 

 students are continuing with the normal work/topics that they would be otherwise 
doing; 

 with the examination period approaching, Year 11 lessons are being given priority 
wherever possible and, in some cases, Science staff are teaching Year 11 rather 
than their own, timetabled lessons. 
 

Unfortunately, during the period of staff absence, practical work will be reduced due to 
having an unfamiliar teacher taking the classes. 
 
We are closely monitoring all Science lessons and are putting in as much support as 
possible to ensure that disruption to learning is kept to a minimum. Mr Moore, Head of 
Science, is running after school sessions for Year 11 students in preparation for their 
upcoming examinations and these continue to be well attended.  
 
Additionally, the Academy have recently invested in GCSEPod, an online learning 
resource, which students can map their own understanding against. This will never 
replace good class-based teaching, but is one more tool at all students’ disposal as they 
seek to achieve the very best grades possible.  KS3 students should continue to use 
Educake and additional resources provided through ShowMyHomework. 
 
We ask that students with individual concerns around perceived gaps in knowledge 
approach Mr Moore in the first instance. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr P Hart 
Acting Deputy Headteacher 
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