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12th March 2020 
 

 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
When I first wrote to you in February about advice on Coronavirus (Covid-19), the situation 
looked different to the one we are faced with now.   
 
In response to the spread of Coronavirus in Europe and the UK, we have had to contingency 
plan for a number of eventualities, including possible cancellation of schools events, trips and 
visits, a reduction in the learning offer to students if staff absence prevented us from running our 
regular offer and potentially school closure. 
 
Like other organisations, we do not know exactly what the time frame for such eventualities is 
likely to be but we are closely monitoring advice from Public Health England, NHS111, 
Department for Education and Ofqual.  The current advice from Ofqual is that students and staff 
should continue to prepare for the GCSE exams and other assessments in the normal way.   
 
This week, we will provide students with responses to any potential questions they may have 
regarding possible school closure, access to learning, support services available out of hours 
and continued advice on Coronavirus and how to keep themselves safe.  I will also share this 
information with families.   
 
In the event the Academy has to close, the learning offer for students will be available through 
ShowMyHomework.  To ensure your child is able to access all information, we will be re-issuing 
log-in details to all students.   
 
Planned trips, visits and activities are being kept under review including Activities Week and 
Paris.  I have asked the Finance Department not to request any further financial contributions 
from families at this stage.  A separate letter regarding Year 10 Work Experience will be sent 
home today. 
 
I hope you feel the communication from the Academy has been clear and I remind you of the 
mail box we have set up to help us manage any questions and share information about 
Coronavirus.  Parents/carers have been using this email and we aim to respond within 24 hours. 
 
We are advising students to ensure they are using the appropriate sources of information with 
regards to Coronavirus.  Media outlets at national and local level are reporting on the situation 
but our advice for students and families is to use official government sources of information and 
to avoid encouraging any speculation on social media. It remains the case we have no known or 
suspected cases at Holbrook Academy.  
 
I would like to reassure you that information about any cases or concerns at the Academy would 
come direct from me and not from local media or press outlets.  We will continue to use email 
and text to communicate home, with letters being added to the website.  We do ask that you 
ensure we have the correct email and mobile phone details so that you receive all 
communications. 
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Although my recent letters seem predominantly focused on Coronavirus, the Academy 
continues to be a hive of learning and activity for young people and staff are supporting students 
in dealing with a changing world and keeping them focused on their learning. 
 
I am delighted to say we have had offers from local Parish Councils to support the development 
of a recording studio.  This will provide many benefits for the students at the Academy and the 
local community, such as 
 

 Allowing for a modern, engaging, and relevant course of study that will teach students how 
to become young sound engineers 

 Opening up avenues for students with additional learning needs who may not be able to 
access music due to their learning difficulties, by giving them another way of being creative 
with music 

 Opening up the possibility of budding song writers, from the entire community (not just the 
Academy) to come and record their ideas with industry standard equipment. 

 
The Music department is going from strength to strength and was recently awarded the ‘Music 
Mark’ which recognises the support and opportunities given to young people in Music. 
 
At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 25th February, the Governing Body welcomed the 
following new Members:-  Mr John Ambrose, Mr Tim Fenton, Mrs Jane Gould, Mrs Joanna 
Hazlewood and Mrs Sally Letman.   We are delighted they have taken on this important role.  
During the evening, in addition to presentations from Lead Prefects and Student Ambassadors, 
students showcased their achievements and musical accomplishments.   
 
Following the AGM, Mr Maltby spent some time in the Academy talking to staff and beginning 
the implementation of his plans. 
 
Later this term, in memory of Dr Letman, students are preparing to raise funds for the British 
Heart Foundation with planned events to include a ‘Toy Story’ themed non uniform day, bake 
sale and other activities.  Further details of this will follow nearer the time. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mrs N Mayhew 


