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13th February 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Student performers are preparing for the third night of this year’s production, ‘Hairspray’.  I had 
the privilege of watching the full show last night and it is a fantastic, energy filled production.  
As always, a great deal of work goes in to putting on a show such as this and I would like to 
thank everyone involved for their commitment, especially Mr Sansom and Rebecca Darcey.  
Tickets are still available for Friday and Saturday, so please do come along and support our 
talented students. 
 
Well done to all students on their sucesses this half term and their commitment to learning.  
Senior colleagues and myself often drop into lessons and are pleased to see that students are 
enjoying and accessing the broad curriculum that we offer. Our Year 11 students are continuing 
their preparations for the GCSE examinations and will receive a Revision Booklet before half-
term to support them.  If you would like to contact us at any time about your child’s progress, 
please do so via your child’s form tutor. 
 
It is not just children who are working hard.  I would like to thank staff for all their hard work this 
half term.  After seven years with the Academy, we say goodbye to Mr Collins from the 
Premises Team as he moves on to a new role at another school.  We would like to thank him 
for his commitment to the school and wish him well for the future.  Thanks also go to Head of 
Science, Mr Moore, and Head of Languages, Mrs Ringland, who are implementing plans to 
ensure continuity of learning for students where staff absence is impacting lessons.  Where 
there is staff absence, we recognise students can become frustrated with this but please be 
assured we are doing all we can to provide specialist teachers in all lessons.  
 
In assemblies this week, Mr Anstee-Parry has been exploring how risk is engrained in life and 
that we must evaluate how to reduce risk to ourselves and others through the decisions we 
make - from adhering to warning signs on highways to washing hands to reduce chances of 
spreading illness. Assemblies also showed videos about railway safety and advised on how to 
keep safe on Suffolk roads.  Some of these safety messages have come from national 
agencies such as Network Rail (https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-secondary-school-safety-

talk/ ) and the Department for Health, who have asked us to remind young people about 
general hygiene in light of the Coronavirus. 
 
In addition, the Department for Education guidance for Parents/Carers on the Coronavirus is 
that ‘You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching 
the Coronavirus.  There is no reason why your children should not continue to attend their 
school as normal. 
We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel to China during the 
forthcoming half term period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice:-  
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/china’  
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Thank you to those parents/carers who have taken the time to complete the Parent View 
questionnaire.  95% of those who completed the questionnaire have said their child is happy at 
this school, 92% feel their child is doing well but an area we need to work harder on is sharing 
information about the learning that your children receive during the year.  I will be talking to 
subject leaders about sharing our curriculum intent with you.  If you have not yet done so, 
please do take the time to give us your feedback through this questionnaire - 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/    
 
Looking ahead to the second half of the Spring term,  

 

 A group of Year 9 students will take part in the SWISS Schools Student Leadership 
Conference on Friday 28th February a University of Suffolk. 

 Year 7 Parents’ Evening takes place on Tuesday 10th March, 4-6.30pm. 

 Year 10 Work Experience Week – 16th to 20th March. 
 
I would like to wish all students and their families an enjoyable half-term break and we look 
forward to seeing students return on Monday 24th February.  I welcome your support in 
ensuring they return fully equipped for learning and in full school uniform. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Nicola Mayhew 
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