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Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
I want to begin my first communication to you by thanking Mrs Mayhew for her incredible 
service to our school over this past year. Mrs Mayhew has skilfully and sensitively 
navigated Holbrook Academy through very sad and difficult times and we all owe her a 
huge debt of gratitude. 
 
I also want to pay my own tribute to Dr Letman; a man, and a leader, whom I never got to 
meet. If you can judge a person by the strength of their legacy, which I believe you can, 
then it is clear to me that Dr Letman was indeed a great man. My role is not to replace Dr 
Letman but to cherish his memory within our school and to ensure that our students 
continue to receive the encouragement that they so rightly deserve, despite his tragic loss, 
so they can see their future lives without limits; lives to be lived to infinity and beyond. This 
is my promise to our students and a Buzz Lightyear will always remain in my office to 
remind me of that pledge. 
 
I want Holbrook Academy to feel proud of its past and assured about its future. My own 
vision for our school can be summarised in five points: 
 
 I want to lead a school which is both collaborative and outward facing. No school can 

work in isolation and Holbrook Academy will be a positive partner with feeder schools, 
colleges, local services and local government. We all have a vested interest in 
providing the best possible education and support for all our young people. 

 Holbrook Academy will flourish as a community school. We want to be an integral part 
of the local community, which we are all there to serve, and we want our students to be 
active citizens. 

 Holbrook Academy will have high expectations for all our students. We will reward effort 
and celebrate success. 

 A great school can only ever be achieved through great teaching. We will define 
ourselves as a learning centred school providing students with lessons which are 
engaging, challenging and relevant to their own reality and lives. 

 Our school curriculum will be broad and aspirational. We want our students to be 
ambitious about what they can achieve, both at school and beyond, and to understand 
the importance of achieving good academic outcomes for their futures lives. I want 
every student to know for themselves what it means to be “in their element” and so 
provide them with the knowledge, skills and experiences to fulfil their unique potential. 
Every child matters. 

 
I hope this is a vision which you can both share and support. This letter is intended to be 
merely an introduction and the beginning of a dialogue; I very much look forward to working 
in partnership with you over the coming years. 
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On a personal level, this is an exciting time for me as I both relocate and get married 
this coming summer; I’m never one for half measures! Over the past three years I have 
come to love this beautiful location and I am so happy to now be making my home here 
too; my partner both lives near Woodbridge and is a teacher at one of our local feeder 
schools.  
 
I am passionate about education and I come to your school with my energy, drive and 
ambition alongside an absolute commitment to serve. I look forward to meeting with 
you all in the very near future 
 
Kindest regards 
 

Thomas Maltby 

 
Thomas Maltby 
 

 


