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7th November 2019 
 

 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
Welcome back to students who have returned positively after the half-term break. 
 
Year 11 students are generally well focused ahead of their first set of mock exams which 
started this week.  These mocks are for the core subjects of English, Maths and Science.  
The second block of mock exams for non-core subjects will start week commencing 2nd 
December.  During these mock exam weeks, the students will experience ‘walking talking’ 
mocks which all staff will deliver to support students answer exam questions correctly.  As Mr 
Hart stated in his letter of 15th October, it is important that students approach all mock exams 
in focused, determined and disciplined manner in order to be successful.  Mock exams are 
the first real test of what the summer exam season will be like.  Please encourage your child 
to take every opportunity to revise both at school and home. 
 
We have welcomed Mr Kerry to the Science department and have said goodbye to Mrs 
Kerrison who is being replaced by Mrs Sissons from 4th November.  Mrs Ringland, Head of 
MFL, has made some changes within the department to ensure continuity of learning. 
 
As part of our ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the Academy we welcome the views of 
parents/carers.  Direct communication should come via email or the Academy office – 
office@holbrookacademy.org or 01473 328317.  In addition, we encourage parents/carers to 
use the Ofsted Parent View questionnaire which provides the facility for parents/carers to 
offer their views on key aspects of their child’s school. The software then collates this 
feedback and makes it available online for everyone to read. This is enormously helpful for 
prospective parents who might be considering sending their children to a school and it is 
crucial in helping us to plan future developments.  I would be grateful if you could spend a 
few minutes completing the Parent View questionnaire at your earliest convenience. This will 
then allow us to gauge your views on how we are currently performing and help us to target 
particular areas we need to improve. I would encourage you to complete the questionnaire 
with your son or daughter sitting with you. In this way your responses will be fully informed.  
Full details of how to access and complete the questionnaire can be found at the end of this 
letter. 
 
I have asked Mr Le Marrec and Form Tutors to monitor uniform, punctuality, attendance and 
behaviour.  We use Go4Schools to share information on these areas – please do support us 
in ensuring your child is adhering to expectations.  We are also continuing to closely monitor 
punctuality to morning and afternoon registration, with students who receive two late marks 
incurring a Friday lunchtime detention. 
 
Christmas Reward Trips 
Our Christmas Reward trips for positive behaviour this year will include the Panto for Year 7, 
Colchester Zoo for Year 8 and 9, and Norwich shopping trip for Year 10 and 11 students. 
Those students who were disappointed with the cancellation of last term’s ‘Zero Hero’ trip to 
the water park, will automatically be invited.   
 
 

Ipswich Road, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2QX. 
Tel:  01473 328317     Email: office@holbrookacademy.org 

Website: www.holbrookacademy.org 
Company Number    07654882 

Acting Headteacher: Nicola Mayhew 
Acting Deputy Head: Philip Hart 

 

mailto:office@holbrookacademy.org


 
 
 
Planned Anglian Water Works and Road Closures 
We are continuing to liaise closely with Anglian Water and Ipswich Buses regarding the 
anticipated road closures.  From the middle of this month, the 615 bus will not be able to 
access the Academy via the usual route.  A revised timetable will be published detailing the 
slightly longer journey and bus times.  As work progresses, there will be other alterations to 
the 98 and 92 bus services.  Information will follow as it becomes available. 
 
We will keep you updated on the likely impact for students on buses and for those 
parents/carers who drive children to school.  Information can also be obtained from 
www.anglianwater.co.uk/yourarea  
 
Parking 
Parking in the areas surrounding the Academy continues to be a concern to local residents 
and I kindly request that when dropping off or collecting your child, you do park considerately 
and avoid blocking driveways and access points. 
 
Buses 
Behaviour on the buses has generally improved although we are aware of one or two issues 
which have been reported by members of the public relating to rubbish being thrown out of 
the bus in the Shotley area.  Bus Prefects are working closely with the Behaviour Manager to 
ensure appropriate behaviour by all students. 
 
Christmas Fair 
The next event at the Academy is the Christmas Fair on Sunday 24th November, 10am-3pm, 
in the Sports Hall.  Spaces for stallholders are still available and the Friends of Holbrook 
Academy (FHA) would very much welcome support from parents/carers on the day to set up 
and organise the event. 
 
School Production 
Our next school production will be ‘Hairspray’.  Casting has now been finalised and 
rehearsals have started.  The production will run from 11th February 2020, so make sure you 
save the date! 
 
Well done and thank you to the students who organised and ran an excellent Hallowe’en 
disco for students in Years 7 and 8.  Kia in Year 11, whose idea it was, is to be commended 
for her organisational skills. As a keen Student Ambassador for Science, Kia is raising funds 
to improve the equipment in the department.  She is also planning a KS4 dress down reward 
day. 
 
This half-term usually goes by really quickly in the run up to the Christmas holiday.  Students 
will be able to enjoy the usual Christmas Dinner on Tuesday 10th December, when Year 11 
students come to school in fancy dress, and we will also hold a ‘Christmas Jumper’ Day in 
support of St Elizabeth’s Hospice. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mrs Nicola Mayhew 
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Ofsted Parent View 
 

To complete the simple process, please follow the step-by-step guidance provided below: 
 
How to use Parent View 
1. Click on to the Ofsted Parent View box in the ‘Quick Links’ section on the right hand 

side of the Academy home page. 
2. Click on to the Give your Views tab on the top of the Parent View homepage. 
3. Log in / Register - you need your email address and password for the simple log-in 

process. Just follow the on-screen instructions. You will then be asked to fill in a 
‘captcha’ before completing registration. This is where you read two words from the 
screen and enter them into a box. This is to prevent site misuse. Ofsted will send you 
an email with a link to activate your log-in. Ofsted have produced a ‘screencast’ which 
demonstrates how to register and complete a survey on Parent View. 

4. Search - to search for a school, just enter the name of the school and part of the 
address (road, city, town or postcode) in the search boxes when you are asked to. 
Select Holbrook Academy from the search results. 

5. Complete the Questionnaire - there will be 12 questions to answer, for example, ‘My 
child is happy at this school' with a choice of responses: 

 Strongly agree  
 Agree  
 Disagree  
 Strongly disagree  
 Don’t know  
 

Use the ‘Next’ button to move to the next question. If you change your mind you can use 
the ‘Previous’ button to go back. 

6. Finish the survey - once you have completed all 12 questions, click on ‘Finish the 
Survey’ and the questionnaire is then complete. 

 
 
Thank you. 


