
Welcome
Year 11 Information 

Evening

17th September 2019 



Aims: • Key information and Priorities for year 11 students 

To know what is expected this year of you and your children

• Home Learning / Study 

To ask for your support in establishing study routines at home

• Student targets and grades 

To inform you of how we will share information about progress and how 
we will support your child along the way

• Post-16 information 

To clarify the next steps in the transition from high school to post-16 
opportunities 

• To answer the questions you raised



Key Contacts
• Your child’s form tutor:

• 11 Alton: Mr Livingstone / Mrs Meadows 
• 11 Deben: Mrs Adigwe
• 11 Orwell: Mr Barrett 
• 11 Stour: Mr Sansom / Mrs Ringland

• Mr Hart - Acting Deputy Headteacher, Progress & Outcomes

• Mrs Cooke – Assistant Headteacher, Pastoral Care & Safeguarding 

• Mr Anstee- Parry- Assistant Headteacher & Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator 

• Mr. Lay - Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning 

• Mrs Percival – Examinations Officer

• Mrs Tinker – Post-16 Progression

• Subject teachers



Key Dates

• 25th September - Careers Fair 

• 28th October - Progress Report 1

• 4-15th November  - Core mocks

• 2nd - 13th December – Mock Examinations

• 6th January- Art Mock week

• 13th January - Full Report with comments + mock results

• 4th February - Parents' Evening

• 9th - 20th March Core mocks

• 30th March - Progress report 3

• 4th May - Final report published

• Leavers' Day / Prom - TBC

Post-16 open events: See handout



Priorities for year 11 students 
Being absolutely clear about where they are at the start 

of the year.

CONFIDENCE

HOME LEARNING / STUDY

EFFORT

ON TRACK



Priorities for year 11 students 

• Clarifying their starting points this year and how your child feels at this 
point...confident, oblivious, terrified, laid back, uncertain, confused, anxious, 
keen...

• Some are ahead of the game. Some are well on the way. Some are behind. 
Others need more guidance, encouragement and support. ALL have time and 
support.  

• ALL should be engaged in regular study. Study and home learning are 
different. 

• Please take time to revisit the course content for your child’s subjects and 
keep the dialogue open about their progress and coverage of the course. 



How can you support your child?

• Today your child received a study pack. Familiarise yourself with the 
information in this.

• You will receive additional information prior to mocks and final 
examinations. 

• Go through the study tips in the guide. 

• Create a study area at home (separate from relaxation space).

• Tackle any challenges that may prevent success – create a plan to 
manage these. 

• Let us know of any concerns. 



Opportunities and Support

• Ongoing support, encouragement from teachers. Lessons are planned 
to build up towards the final examinations. 

• Show My Home Work / Go4Schools

• Support during tutorial time with revision; application process; 
interview skills; study skills focusing on HOW to study in addition to 
what to study. 

• Post-16 assemblies 

• Focused revision assemblies

• Literacy Lessons

• Study topics from all areas with study calendar

• Mentoring  / 1:1 tutoring

...consistency in expectations



How can you support your child?

ShowMyHomework

• Please check your child’s home learning log on 
ShowMyHomework.

• If you haven’t already, download the app onto your 
smartphone/tablet as well as making sure that they have as 
well.

REMEMBER – study is different to home learning. NO student 
has ‘nothing to do’ or ‘no homework’. 



ShowMyHomework



Student targets and grades - tracking your 
child’s progress 

Mr Lay, Assistant Headteacher - Teaching and Learning 



The main features of the new GCSEs are:

• A new grading scale of 9 to 1, with 9 being the top grade.

• Assessment mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used 
only where they are needed to test essential skills.

• New, more demanding content, which has been developed by 
government and the exam boards.

• Courses designed for two years of study – they will no longer be 
divided into different modules and students will take all their 
exams in one period at the end of their course.

• Continued increased focus on improving young people’s literacy 
and numeracy skills with SPAG being assessed in every subject’s 
exam.



How do we assess?

• All students have GCSE target grades.  These are calculated by using 
their prior attainment at KS2 to give a minimum expectation.  This is 
not to say that any child shouldn’t aim for higher!  They will also have 
predicted grades. 

• Teachers regularly check their students’ progress and understanding 
through assessment of classwork, home learning tasks, assessments, 
and short examinations.

• Every half term, a snapshot of every student’s progress against their 
targets is taken, which allows us to identify those that are not making 
expected progress.  Subject teachers, Head of Faculties, or Mr Hart 
will then intervene to ensure these students are best supported.



Go4Schools



Go4Schools



Priorities for year 11 students 

Mock examinations

Topics for mock 
examinations shared 

in Yr 11 booklet. 
Mrs Percival schedules 

the mock exam 
timetable.

Why do them?

• To experience the ‘real’ thing
• An opportunity to identify strengths and 

weaknesses
• Teachers use these to address gaps in 

knowledge and skills
• Inform students’ study plans and priorities
• Important – grades inform the references we 

write to post-16 providers and help us in 
determining ‘predicted grades’.

• ‘Walking-talking’ mocks take students through 
HOW to access papers building confidence. 



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are they? 



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are they? 

• Mock exams are conducted in the hall in the usual manner, 
BUT subject teachers will be ‘talking’ them through the 
papers, offering guidance on timings, getting started and 
exam techniques. 

• Started by the English department in 2015, with other 
subjects periodically using them thereafter 

• Rolled out to ALL subjects this year for the first time from 
2019. 



Post-16 Information 



Post-16 choices

Our transition process 
supports all students in 
matching them to the best 
post-16 options. 

Students complete the process 
themselves with our support. 



Apprenticeship / Traineeship

• Apprenticeships combine practical 
training in a job with study.

As an apprentice you’ll:

• work alongside experienced staff

• gain job-specific skills

• earn a wage and get holiday pay

• get time for study related to your 
role (usually one day a week)

• Apprenticeships take 1 to 5 years to 
complete depending on their level.

• A traineeship is a course with 
work experience that gets you 
ready for work. It can last up 
to 6 months.

• You can apply if you’re: Aged 
16 to 24 and qualified below 
Level 3

You’ll get: 
• a work experience placement
• help with English and maths
• You won’t be paid, but you 

may be given expenses for 
things like travel and meals.

Some of our students take on an apprenticeship



Most of our students continue with full time education.

Local post-16 education providers include: 

Suffolk One, Suffolk New College, The Sixth form College 
Colchester, Easton and Otley College, Colchester Institute, 
Northgate Sixth Form, Ipswich High School , Kesgrave High 
School, St. Joseph’s College

Post-16 Education 



Post-16 Entry requirements

Providers will have:

• general entry requirements 

and 

• subject specific entry 
requirements. 

They vary.

Universities will also have different 
entry requirements. 



Post-16 Application process

• Most online – complete a form, predicted grades, 
personal statement 

• Dates published on post-16 websites

• Many begin interviews early even if they accept late 
applicants

• Students should have a contingency plan – we 
recommend two (or more applications)

• We will remind students but are not involved in the 
application process itself 

• The post-16 providers will communicate directly with 
the young person and seek a reference from us



What will post-16 providers need to know?

• Basic Information in your application form.  

• You may be asked for a personal statement about you – your strengths, 
skills, experiences, talents, work ethic ....

• You will tell them what grades you are expecting in the final 
examinations.

• We will tell them what we think about you.  We will share how hard you 
are working, what you bring to the school community. We will share the 
grades we think you are going to achieve. We will tell them about your 
time-keeping (punctuality) and your attendance. We will tell them about 
your communication skills and your maturity. We will share your 
Go4Schools overview including behaviour points. 



References



Attendance and Points



Attendance report



So what will your Year 11 profile look like?



So what will your Year 11 profile look like?



Post-16 Process

• Decisions are made about course offers BEFORE 
results are published

Firm offers ….

Provisional offers….

Alternative offers...

No offer…..



Answers to the questions you raised

• What revision assistance is given to students? Weekly? When?  Half term? 

• When do the students get to know the dates of their exams?

• Predicted grades for post 16 applications.

• Do all these types of revision sessions have to be run on the same day?

• Does the school run only revision classes/additional support during Year 11?



Post 16 Evening
Please talk to our Post 16 Providers here with us 

tonight around the hall.
Suffolk One and Suffolk New are in Room 6

Our Level 6 Career Advisor Sarah Pawlewski is in the office near 
the entrance. All students will have a 1:1 careers interview with 

Mrs Pawlewski over the next 4 months and a plan will be emailed 
home to you.

I am sorry I am not able to be with you tonight for this event but 
please do email me denise.tinker@holbrookacademy.org if you 

have any questions.

mailto:denise.tinker@holbrookacademy.org

