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Evening

12th September 2019

Mrs Mayhew - Acting Headteacher



Aims:
• To share information about the GCSE courses

• To explain student targets and grades 

• To inform you on how we assess

• To provide information about work experience



Key Contacts
• Your child’s form tutor:

• 10 Alton - Mr Woods
• 10 Deben - Miss Saunders 
• 10 Orwell - Mrs Love
• 10 Stour - Mr Newstead

• Mr Hart  Acting Deputy Headteacher, Progress & Outcomes

• Mrs Cooke Assistant Headteacher, Pastoral Care & Safeguarding 

• Mr Anstee- Parry Assistant Headteacher & Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator 

• Mr Lay Assitant Headteacher Teaching and Learning 

• Mrs Percival – Examinations Officer

• Mrs Tinker – Post-16 Progression

• Subject teachers



GCSE courses

• The government 
have made a 
number of 
changes to GCSEs

• The new 
‘reformed’ GCSEs 
have now been 
fully phased in



The main features of the new GCSEs are:

• A new grading scale of 9 to 1, with 9 being the top grade.

• Assessment mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used 
only where they are needed to test essential skills.

• New, more demanding content, which has been developed by 
government and the exam boards.

• Courses designed for two years of study – they will no longer be 
divided into different modules and students will take all their 
exams in one period at the end of their course.



Responses to the reformed examinations…





Our experience…

• More content

• Students need to study and begin revision from day 1!

• Students don’t all thrive in examination conditions - we have built in 
strategies for practice, modelling, supporting but students will need 
to practise writing in examination conditions

• Our staff are familiar with the new specifications - not all believe that 
they assess their own subject in the best way

• Our students are well prepared for the examinations and results day 
this year was really positive

• The 9-1 grading system can be demoralising 





Our Advice

• All students nationally are in the same boat - we want to develop 
resilience so students are fully prepared for the challenges ahead

• Please engage your children in conversation about their GCSEs and help 
them study early on

• Support in establishing a learning environment at home 

• We will always support a dialogue about applying themselves across the 
curriculum. At secondary education students are working towards a 
‘general’ education and all results are important 

• Keep in contact with us if you have worries or questions 



How do we assess?

• All students have GCSE target grades.  These are calculated by using 
their prior attainment at KS2 to give a minimum expectation.  This is 
not to say that any child shouldn’t aim for higher!

• Teachers regularly check their students’ progress and understanding 
through assessment of classwork, home learning tasks, assessments, 
and short examinations.

• Every half term, a snapshot of every student’s progress against their 
targets is taken, which allows us to identify those that are not making 
expected progress.  Subject teachers, Head of Faculties, or Mr Hart 
will then intervene to ensure these students are best supported.



Go4Schools



Go4Schools



Go4Schools



ShowMyHomework



Mr Lay - Teaching and Learning



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are they? 



Walking, Talking Mocks: What are they? 

• Mock exams are conducted in the hall in the usual manner, 
BUT subject teachers will be ‘talking’ them through the 
papers, offering guidance on timings, getting started and 
exam techniques. 

• Started by the English department in 2015, with other 
subjects periodically using them thereafter 

• Rolled out to ALL subjects this year for the first time from 
2019. 



How do we communicate with you?

• Through the Academy website: www.holbrookacademy.org

• By telephone

• By email

• By following us on Twitter: @HolbrookAc

http://www.holbrookacademy.org/


What can you do to help your child?

• Ensure they are here!  Attendance at school is so important to your 
child’s success.  We all get ill from time to time, but increased 
absence from school WILL affect your child’s chances of meeting their 
target grades.  Even 95%, which sounds good, equals ten days off over 
a year.

• Know when progress reports are due to be issued.  This now happens 
electronically.  If you would like a paper copy to be issued to your 
child to bring home, please contact Mrs Stella Percival in the office.



What can you do to help your child?

• Log in to ShowMyHomework often to check outstanding tasks.  You 
can download the app free of charge which will update you daily on 
your child’s tasks.

• Please make sure that your child has a quiet, calm environment in 
which to work.  

• I highly recommend that they switch off electronic gadgets while 
completing tasks!!



Your Questions

• What are the revision books needed for specific subjects to support 
learning and revision? Are these updated each year?

• Can we have a comprehensive list of books?

• GCSE PE Practical assessments – when can these be done?

• How many hours should my child be doing homework each week?

• What opportunities are there for students to attend extra hours study 
sessions after school?

• What extra help is available?

Specific questions that came in about your child will be responded to 
separately. 



Notes from other subjects



English



• Two exams based on non-fiction articles, 
texts and writing from the 19th Century. 

• Paper 1 1hr 45 Mins – Explorations in 
creative writing and reading (50%)

• Paper 2 1hr 45 Mins – Writers’ viewpoints 
and perspectives (50%)

• Creative writing based on informing, 
describing, explaining, persuading and 
arguing. 

• Three speaking and listening tasks

English Language



English Literature 

• Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
Novel (40%)

• Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry (60%)

• The big change for literature is that the exams 
are now ‘closed-book’; this means that 
students must memorise the key quotations. 



What texts are studied at Holbrook?



If there’s no controlled assessments, how am 
I assessed? 
• Students will have a ‘mock’ exam in the classroom at the end of every 

half term. 

• This will be graded based on the new criteria.

• This will be fed back to students and parents/carers so students know 
exactly what grade they are working at. 

• These will be completed under strict exam conditions. 



SPaG

• The focus on spellings, punctuation and grammar is now much more 
specific and students are awarded for the quality of their written 
communication in both English Language and Literature. 



What can parents do at home to help?

• Encourage students to be reading at home as much as possible. This 
can include books, newspapers, online articles, magazines or anything 
written using good quality language.

• Encourage students to complete home learning tasks to a good 
standard; these tasks are always tailored to enhance learning.

• Encourage students to discuss current affairs

• Correct punctuation mistakes!



Revision Guides 



http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-34139196
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-34139196


Screen Time

• An extra hour a day of television, internet or computer game time in 
Year 10 is linked to poorer grades at GCSE, a Cambridge University 
study suggests.

• The researchers recorded the activities of more than 800 14-year-olds 
and analysed their GCSE results at 16.

• Those spending an extra hour a day on screens saw a fall in GCSE 
results equivalent to two grades overall.

• Activity monitored

• The researchers analysed the habits of 845 pupils from schools in 
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk at the age of 14 years and six months.



Mathematics GCSE (9-1)



General changes to the maths curriculum

• GCSE Maths is has become more demanding

• More content has been added to foundation and higher tiers



Examination
• The total time for the examinations is increasing from 3 hours 30 

minutes to 4 hours 30 minutes. 

• This is spread out over 3 examinations. 

• All exams will be sat at the end of the course.

• There are fewer marks at the lower grades and more marks at the 
higher grades at both Foundation & Higher 

• Pupils will be required to remember more formulas.

• More emphasis on problem solving



Content

• There is roughly a third more content required for GCSE Maths – ‘big 
fat maths’

• A lot of content has moved from Higher Tier to Foundation Tier as 
well as from A-Level to Higher Tier. There has also been the 
introduction of some ‘new’ topics.

• Financial education has been reinforced with a focus on solving 
problem involving percentage increases and decreases, simple 
interest and repeated growth.

• Increased requirements for algebra, geometry & measures and ratio, 
proportion & rates of change. (Introduction to calculus)



Content now in the Foundation Tier

• Index laws: zero and negative powers (numeric and 
algebraic)

• Standard form

• Compound interest and reverse percentages

• Direct and indirect proportion (numeric and 
algebraic)

• Expand the product of two linear expressions

• Factorise quadratic expressions in the form 𝑥2 +
𝑏𝑥 + 𝑐

• Solve linear/linear simultaneous equations

• Solve quadratic equations by factorisation

• Plot cubic and reciprocal graphs, recognise quadratic 
and cubic graphs

• Trigonometric ratios in 2D right-angled triangles

• Fractional scale enlargements in transformations

• Lengths of arcs and areas of sectors of circles

• Mensuration problems

• Vectors (except geometric problems/proofs)

• Density

• Tree Diagrams



Content now in the Higher Tier

• Expand the products of more than two binomials

• Interpret the reverse process as the ‘inverse function’; interpret the succession of two functions as a 
‘composite function’ (using formal function notation)

• Deduce turning points by completing the square

• Calculate or estimate gradients of graphs and areas under graphs, and interpret results in real-life cases (not 
including calculus)

• Simple geometric progressions including surds, and other sequences

• Deduce expressions to calculate the nth term of quadratic sequences

• Calculate and interpret conditional probabilities through Venn diagrams



‘New’ Content to both tiers

• Use inequality notation to specify simple error intervals.

• Identify and interpret roots, intercepts, turning points of quadratic 
functions graphically; deduce roots algebraically.

• Fibonacci type sequences, quadratic sequences & geometric 
sequences.

• Relate ratios to linear functions.

• Interpret the gradient of a straight line graph as a rate of change.

• Know the exact values of sin 𝜃 and cos 𝜃 for 𝜃 = 0°, 30°, 45°, 60° and 
90°; know the exact value of tan 𝜃 for 𝜃 = 0°, 30°, 45° and 60°.



Summary

• Foundation Tier will assess grades 1 – 5

• Higher Tier will assess grades 4 – 9

• The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written 
examination papers at either Foundation tier or Higher tier. Paper 1 –
Non calculator (33.3%), Paper 2 – Calculator (33.3%), Paper 3 –
Calculator (33.3%).

• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.

• Each paper has 80 marks.

• We will be using the Edexcel Syllabus.



Formulae that will be provided 



Any questions please contact Mrs Adigwe



Drama

• Students will be expected to attend live performances. They will need 
to write about a live performance as part of their examination. More 
information will follow about organised theatre visits.

There are currently two opportunities to see Live Theatre - one in school 
and one at The New Wolsey Theatre.  Both include a workshop with 
theatre practitioners. Letters have gone home. Payment can be made 
via the Gateway. 



Science

• Students in year 10 will continue to study science started in year 9

• They are studying the new course AQA Combined Science: Trilogy 8464

• Later in year 11 a decision will be made whether students are entered for 
the separate science GCSE’s of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

• The top set students will almost certainly be expected to take this 
pathway.

• Revision guides (for those that have ordered one) will be arriving soon.



Science - Assessment

• Both science courses are linear, with all formal examinations being held at 
the end of year 11.

• There are no controlled assessment (coursework) components.

• Both courses have a number of required practical experiments that 
students must cover over the two years. These will be assessed in lessons.



The two options

Combined Science: Trilogy

• 2 exams for each Science – biology, 
chemistry and physics

• Each exam is 1hour and 15 minutes 
long

• Each exam is worth 70 marks

• Each exam is worth 16.7% of the 
grade

• Each exam offered as Foundation 
or Higher Tier

• Two GCSE grades awarded

Separate Sciences: Biology, Chemistry 
& Physics

• 2 exams for each Science – biology, 
chemistry and physics

• Each exam is 1hour and 45 minutes 
long

• Each exam is worth 100 marks

• Each exam is worth 50% of the grade

• Each exam offered as Foundation or 
Higher Tier

• Three GCSE grades awarded – one for 
each science



GCSE ART



How is the course assessed?

Component 1: Personal Portfolio

• This component is worth 60% of 
the GCSE. A portfolio of work 
based on tasks agreed with the 
teacher makes up the work in 
sketchbooks and loose final 
pieces.

Component 2: Externally Set 
Assignment (ESA)

• This component is worth 40% of 
the GCSE. Preparatory studies 
and personal outcome(s) based 
on a theme set by Edexcel will 
be produced during 8-10 weeks 
before a 10 hour exam to make 
the final piece.



• A01 Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources 

• AO2 Refine work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques 
and processes

• AO3 Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to 
intentions as work progresses

• AO4 Present a personal and 
meaningful response that 
realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of 
visual language

Each component is assessed out of 72 marks against the four 

Assessment Objectives. The teacher will marks the work, which is 

then moderated by Edexcel.



Getting started
• Buy an A4 sketchbook

• Make sure you have a 2B or variety of B pencils, rubber 
and some source of colours at home e.g. coloured 
pencils, pastels, watercolours, poster paints.

• A list of materials to buy for the course such as paint 
and pencils will be available from art in the next few 
weeks.

• MAKE SURE EACH HOMEWORK IS SUBMITTED ON 
TIME AS THESE  ARE PART OF YOUR COURSEWORK! 



Extra Curricular

• Try and encourage your child to take advantage of sports clubs and 
other activities.

• Some subjects will run after school sessions and these will be 
communicated to you via the usual methods.



GCSE Latin

• Holbrook Academy is delighted to offer Year 10 students the opportunity to 
study GCSE Latin over the next two years. The course, accredited by the 
WJEC Eduqas exam board, does not require prior learning but would suit 
students who enjoy English and/or Spanish students who like languages.

• The course would run both during enrichment time on Wednesday 
afternoons and for an hour after school, thus giving students four hours a 
fortnight and therefore enough time to complete the course.



Year 10 Work Experience 

Monday 16th to Friday 20th March 2020



Why we take part and the 
importance of Work Experience

• School’s role in the process

•Role of Parents / Carers

• Expectations of students



•First time in a work environment

•Steep learning curve – new skills,   
knowledge 

•Great experience 

•Can often lead to a part-time job

•Clarifies student’s thinking about 
their future aspirations and pathways

•118 students to place this year, last 
year 99% successful placements.

•Placements linked to GCSEs, career  
choice, interests and aspirations

Key points 



Students need to talk to their parents and form tutors about the 
employment sector that they would like to work in. This can then be 
passed to Mrs Tinker who has many contacts that we can use.

Placements ideally should be found and booked by you, ideally by the 
student making contact with the employer.

Employers like to hear from the students, an email and then a follow up 
phone call.  Again, this can be done with the help of Mrs Tinker.

How does it work?



The really important stuff
Employer Liability Insurance (ELI) will be needed from the employer and we 
will also need to know if they have a risk assessment for young people at work.

The government website has lots of information regarding work experience for 
school students as well as a ‘myth buster’ - the links will be on the letter home 
in the next few weeks.

Once confirmed, you then supply Mrs Tinker with all the information that you 
have agreed. Mrs Tinker will then make contact with the business to confirm all 
is in place and that we have a copy of the ELI.
http://www.hse.gov.uk/youngpeople/workexperience/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg364.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/contact/myth-busting.htm

http://www.hse.gov.uk/youngpeople/workexperience/
http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg364.htm
http://www.hse.gov.uk/contact/myth-busting.htm


• Support your child (but avoid taking over) – I am here to help. 

• Talk to your child about your own experiences.

• Transport – Complete the journey to the placement in advance. 
Look at your options to get your child to the placement - you   
are liable for the costs of the transport for the week. 

• Clothing/lunch/working days and hours.

• Interview/meeting before hand.

Things for you to consider



Housekeeping
• Contracts – Workplace/School and Parent/Student letter 

coming home in next few weeks- please return to Mrs    
Tinker ASAP,  students cannot attend work experience 
without parent/carer permission.

• Responsibilities – once placement confirmed.

• Issues or concerns.

• Hours of work / lunch / off site / uniform, clothing

• Emergency contact; Academy office, Holbrook Sports Centre 
and Mrs Tinker.



• Ask me, I am here to help parents/carers as well as 
students.

• I can be contacted by email or phone and I will help 
and answer any questions or queries that you may 
have.

• The sooner your child gets a placement secured the 
better.

• Denise.tinker@holbrookacademy.org

And finally 




