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13th September 2019 
 

 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
It has been a really positive start to the term.  Students have returned with smart uniform, 
correct equipment and have shown they are ready for learning. Thank you all for your 
ongoing support with uniform, attendance and equipment.   
 
The Year 7 students are beginning to settle well to the routines of high school. They continue 
to access an early lunch to ensure they all have a chance to sit down to eat.  
 
New teachers have met their classes. This term, we have been joined by Mrs Ringland (Head 
of Languages), Mrs Kerrison, Mrs Coursimault and Mrs Welsh (Languages department), Mr 
Southgate (Science), Miss Mahoney (History), Mrs Ball (Humanities / English), Ms Rashid de 
la Cruz (English).  The support team have been joined by Mr Catchpole, Miss Faithfull, Mrs 
Holmes and Mrs Pearce. Today we say a temporary farewell to Miss Wall who leaves for 
maternity leave. We wish her all the best with her new arrival. At present, Mr Hart is away 
from the Academy as he spends time with his family after welcoming his new daughter into 
the world.  
 
This week Year 10 parents joined us for an Information Evening which outlined details of the 
reformed GCSE courses and details of assessments over the courses.  If you were unable to 
attend, please do take time to read through the handbook which went home with students.  
The slides from the evening are also available on the Letters Home page of the website. 
 
Next week, we are hosting an event specifically for Year 11 students and their parents.  This 
will provide important information about this academic year but we will also be joined by post-
16 education and training providers.  Students and parents will have the chance to discuss 
their courses and entry requirements. We will be joined by Suffolk One, Suffolk New College, 
Colchester 6th Form, Northgate 6th Form, Easton & Otley College, Ipswich High School, 
Kesgrave High School, Colchester Institute, St Joseph’s College and University of Suffolk. 
  
In September each year we ask students to look at the section in the front of their planners.  
Please could I ask that you spend time going through this important information with them.   I 
would like to remind parents of our rule regarding mobile phones. Students may bring them to 
school but they must not be in view between 8.30am and 3.30pm unless being used for 
learning under the instruction of a teacher.  
 
With regards to punctuality to morning and afternoon registration, from September, students 
who receive two late marks will incur a Friday lunchtime detention. 
 
Planned Anglian Water Works and Road Closures 
When I wrote to you back in July, I informed you of planned works by Anglian Water which 
will potentially affect the access to Holbrook Academy.  They are undertaking major works 
through Holbrook in order to install a new water main.  This could be a long project and it is 
anticipated that this work will commence later this year or early into 2020. 
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There will be a programme of rolling road closures along the length of the Ipswich Road as 
the work progresses from the bottom of Church Hill (to the south) along the Ipswich Road, 
across the entrance to our site, to terminate at the Woodlands/Clench Road turning (to the 
north). 
 
We will provide more information about this project as soon as it is available and also 
information on the arrangements for all those students who travel by bus.  Information can 
also be obtained from www.anglianwater.co.uk/yourarea  
 
Buses 
We started the term with concerns from the bus company about the viability of the 616 bus 
and increased fares. I share your frustration that we did not receive this information sooner. 
Since then, we have found that, in fact, the bus is over populated and we are currently 
providing an additional minibus service.  We are in discussions with the bus company to try 
and ensure an outcome that gives all students a place on a bus to and from school.  
 
Some parents have contacted us to raise concerns about student behaviour on some of the 
buses. Mr Le Marrec has recruited a team of bus prefects who are supporting him in ensuring 
that the students are travelling to and from school in a safe and sensible manner. Where this 
is not the case, please ensure your child raises any concerns with the pastoral team. 
Although students are not officially in our care at that time, we are able to sanction students if 
they misbehave in or outside of school.  
 
Parking 
Parents who drop off and pickup may have noticed staff on duty around access points to the 
school.  Drop off and pick up times can become very congested and we ask for your support 
in recognising the impact on members of the local community.  If you are using the local 
roads to drop off or pick up, please drive and park considerately. Due to the access 
arrangements to the Academy for buses, we kindly ask that you do not drive onto the site at 
the end of the day to ensure the safety of students. 
 
Opportunities to support the Academy   
We are always keen for our parent body to be involved in Academy life. We have an active 
PTA - the FHA Friends of Holbrook Academy who welcome new parents to get involved in 
their work and fundraising events.  
 
In addition, we ask any parents with specific skills sets than can support us in our work to 
improve the Academy who are happy to volunteer some time to get in touch.  
 
We are bringing back ‘Motivating Mondays’ where we invite speakers to come and tell our 
students about their work and achievements to help our students gain a better understanding 
of the world after school.  If you would like to come and share your experiences, please let us 
know.  
 
We run a rich and varied enrichment programme.  Miss McGregor works with colleagues to 
offer a broad offer to our students. In the past, parents have joined us to run particular 
workshops or activities as part of our enrichment offer.  
 
In the short time we have been back this term, there has already been a great deal of activity 
in the Academy. We look forward to a busy and rewarding term.    
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Mrs Nicola Mayhew 

http://www.anglianwater.co.uk/yourarea

