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24th July 2019 
 
 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
End of Summer Term 

 
My end of term letter comes after an evening of outstanding performances by our students in 
our ‘Music and Dance Bonanza’.  Students from all year groups took to the stage and really 
impressed with their talent.   
 
Thank you to parents and carers who supported this and also our Summer Soirée held a few 
weeks ago.  Again, the standard was excellent and the evening was well attended.  
 
It’s not just through performance that students have excelled.  This year our sports teams 
have delivered fantastic outcomes. Please see Mr Bartholomew’s summary of achievement 
attached.  Well done to all teams and individuals who took part.  
 
In English, Miss Dack has supported the development of creative writing with a number of 
students making it to publication for their poetry and students’ powers of persuasion and 
expression were also strengthened through our participation in the Mock Trials competitions. 
This year, the Year 8 students made it through to the regional heat of the Mock Magistrates 
competition.  
 
This term ended with a varied activities week.  Students enjoyed a range of trips and visits 
including the Year 9 Paris trip, Years 7 and 8 visiting Minsmere and the Cambridge Science 
Centre, Year 9 exploring Rendlesham and all year groups taking part in themed days back at 
the Academy. Thank you to staff who organised the programme of activities. Part of this 
involved selected students enjoying a funded activity to produce a collective artwork which will 
be going on display in the Peninsula Sports Centre in the Autumn term. The day involved 
designing and painting their own trainer template with support from Mrs Caston Cook and 
members of the art society.  We look forward to seeing the work on display.  
 
Another piece of artwork we are looking forward to is the ‘Buzz’ wall in the playground in 
tribute to Dr Letman. The design will be agreed in the Autumn term.  The outside area of the 
school will further be enhanced with some improvements to the outside playground surface, 
the planting of some tree saplings as part of a community project and the positioning of some 
external table tennis tables.  
 
Looking ahead, Holbrook Academy will have reached our physical capacity in September with 
590 students in the Academy. We are oversubscribed in some year groups. This reflects 
Holbrook’s success over recent years. In response to this, we have appointed a number of 
additional teachers. Joining us in September will be Mrs Ringland (Head of Languages), Mrs 
Kerrison, Mrs Coursimault and Mrs Welsh (Languages department), Mr Armstrong (Science), 
Miss Mahoney (History), Mrs Ball (Humanities/English), Ms Rashid de la Cruz (English). We 
say farewell to Mr Urwin and Mrs Jacobs and wish them both all the best with their new posts.   
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The higher numbers of staff and students in the Academy will cause some challenges in terms 
of space.  Our original school buildings were created for much smaller numbers and the 
buildings have not been adapted in some parts to best support this growth.  Governors and 
school leaders continue to explore ways to enhance the buildings but in order to best manage 
movement time from September, we will be asking students to adhere to some simple 
expectations around corridor movement.   We shall also be introducing a staggered lunchtime 
to ensure that all students have a fair and equal opportunity to get in and out of lunch in a 
calm and ordered fashion.  
 
This year saw us return to a horizontal tutoring model across all year groups. Tutors have 
reported how this has helped them develop a better support structure and class ethos.  In 
most cases, students will return to the same tutors in September.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to advise parents of planned works by Anglian Water 
which will affect access to Holbrook and the Academy.  From November 2019 to May 2020, 
there will be a series of road closures affecting one and then the other end of the village. We 
are working with Suffolk County Council’s Transport department on plans to ensure safe 
access to the site and diversions to bus routes that enable all students to arrive to the 
Academy on time. We will write to you next term with further details.  Although this will 
undoubtedly cause frustrations and some additional commute time, it is essential work. 
 
The Academy uniform remains unchanged for September 2019. We kindly ask that parents 
remind themselves of the expectations with regards to uniform so that students return looking 
smart for the new term.  Coes of Ipswich remain our suppliers for our sweatshirts and kit with 
the school logo.  
 
Term dates for 2019/20 have been amended slightly from those previously displayed on the 
website.  The amended dates are as follows:- 
 
Autumn term:   2nd September to 19th December (PD Days 2nd/3rd September, 18th October) 
Spring term:     6th January to 3rd April 2020  
Summer term:  20th April to 21st July (PD Days 20th/21st July) – Term ends for students on 

       17th July. 
 
(Half term holiday dates have not changed.  The dates on the website will be amended 
accordingly.) 
 
Finally, it was with great pride that the Academy came together on 11th July to pay respects to 
Dr Letman.  During the service, we formally adopted ‘ad infinitum, et ultra’ as our motto.  The 
translation – ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ – not only reminds us of Dr Letman’s admiration of Buzz 
Lightyear but, most importantly, of the values that he recognised in him. The motto, which 
students have received on pin badges, will hopefully remind our students that they can rise to 
and set themselves challenges, overcome barriers and have belief and confidence in their 
own limitless potential.  
 
We look forward to welcoming students back in September for another successful year. 
 
On behalf of all the staff at Holbrook Academy, please do have a good summer.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Nicola Mayhew 


