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Dear Year 11, 
 
It is with an overpowering sense of loss and grief that I sit writing this letter to you all.  It is hard to put 
into words what a loss Dr Letman will be to us as a community, but particularly to you at this most 
stressful of times as you prepare for your upcoming GCSE examinations.   
 
Simon Letman joined us at Holbrook in 2013 at a time when your parents were casting their minds to 
what secondary school to send you to.  Holbrook would have been in the local press a lot at that time 
for the fact we were in what Ofsted call ‘Special Measures’.  Dr Letman applied for the task of leading 
the school back to the position it had occupied previously as one of the best in the county, rather than 
the worst.  Your parents would have been forgiven for choosing a different school, but Dr Letman had 
such belief and conviction in his vision for Holbrook that they placed their trust in him to oversee the 
best quality education for you, their children.  As a parent myself, I know this is not a decision taken 
lightly.   
 
Under his stewardship, and his own unique style of leadership and management, the school has 
grown year on year to the position we find ourselves in now.  It is thanks to Dr Letman and his 
tireless pursuit of the best for you that we can all, staff and students, be proud to say that We Are 
Holbrook.  I have worked in, and visited, other secondary schools and I can honestly say that there is 
nowhere quite like Holbrook Academy for a sense of community and of togetherness.  It is that spirit 
that we need to cling to now to get us through these tough times, but we will do it together. 
 
Dr Letman would regularly tell us staff of how proud he felt of you all as a Year Group.  I know he 
was impressed with the maturity you showed and he was expecting big things from you all, not just 
the exams, but in your future lives.  He had memories of you all from early years and would recall 
incidents which made him smile or funny comments that you had made.  I know that some of you 
drove him to utter distraction at times, but even that was only because he simply cared so much for 
you all.   
 
You will have your own memories of Dr Letman in the same way that us staff do.  It is these happy 
memories that we must hold on to now as we work together to best support you in your upcoming 
examinations.  Rest assured that all your exam boards have already been contacted to pass on our 
terribly sad news so they are aware of the cloud under which those exams will be sat and the 
possible impact. 
   
Should you feel you need extra support with anything at all between now and the exams, please talk 
to any of us: Mrs Mayhew, me, your form tutors, your teachers, we are all here for you.   
 
To infinity and beyond. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mr P Hart 
Assistant Headteacher 
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