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17th April 2019 
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
  
The loss of our much loved headteacher, valued colleague and good friend, Simon Letman, 
has deeply affected us all. 

As tributes and messages come in, we reflect on how truly privileged we are to have had Simon 
Letman as our leader. We shall miss him terribly. 

The offers of support and kindness we have received from parents, the community and 
colleagues from other local schools are invaluable to us at this time as we find ways to cope 
and manage the days ahead. 

I felt it important to write and reassure you that there will be support in place for staff and 
students next week.   The scheduled PD Day on Tuesday 23rd April provides an opportunity for 
staff to meet, express their own feelings and prepare for welcoming students back. We will be 
joined by colleagues from the school nurse team, educational psychology and other 
bereavement specialists who will work with us in providing support to students and each other. 

To give students a sense of security, we aim to resume a normal school routine but we will 
allocate as much time as necessary for groups and individuals to talk through their feelings and 
to pay their respects to Dr Letman.  The LRC will be available for students at any time where a 
dedicated support team will be on hand to listen, talk and share memories. 

Children may feel anxious or worried about the return to school.  Please reassure them that we 
will have support in place for them.  ‘The Source’ provides useful advice to young people on 
their emotions and also signposts other information - 

https://www.thesource.me.uk/search-for-help-support-and-services/when-someone-dies/ 

Mr Barrett, Head of History, will be teaching Dr Letman’s GCSE History classes initially and Mr 
Hart will be contacting you separately about additional support for students due to take their 
GCSEs this year. 

When students return, the first point of contact for parents/carers will be your child’s form tutor 
and then Sarah Cooke, our Safeguarding Lead. 

Arrangements are currently being made for Dr Letman’s funeral which will be held on Tuesday 
7th May.  The school will be closed on this day to enable staff and some student leaders 
representing the student body to attend the funeral. We apologise for any inconvenience this 
may cause but we are sure you will understand that all our staff should have the opportunity to 
attend the funeral and show their respects to Dr Letman’s family at this difficult time.  At a later 
date, we will be arranging a memorial service at the school for students, parents/carers and 
other members of the local community.   
 
Thank you for your support at this difficult time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Nicola Mayhew 
Acting Headteacher 
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