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Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Change to MFL Offer and Choices at KS4 
 
I am writing to let you know that there will be a change to the languages choices available in 
Year 10 next year. This change will mainly affect the relatively small number of current Year 9 
students who have expressed an interest in studying German as one of their GCSE options. 
 
Following a comprehensive review of our languages provision earlier this year we have been 
discussing the future of languages at the Academy. MFL has been much in the news recently 
with reports of dramatically lower numbers of students opting for the subject at GCSE. This is a 
national phenomenon.  
 
This trend comes at a time when the government is strongly encouraging secondary schools to 
promote the study of languages as part of a broad and balanced curriculum (EBacc). The 
EBacc is a set of subjects at GCSE that the government feels keeps young people’s options 
open for further study and future careers. The EBacc is: English language and literature, maths, 
the sciences, geography or history and a language.  
 
The government’s aspiration is that at least 75% of all secondary schools will provide a GCSE 
curriculum that satisfies this model. You might have noticed that in our most recent Ofsted 
inspection report a few weeks ago, inspectors remarked on the relatively small proportion of our 
students who complete the EBacc currently. 
 
MFL has always been a strength at Holbrook and we are very keen to continue to encourage 
our students to take one or more languages at GCSE. We do not require students to take a 
language, however. Our review showed that French remains a very popular option, but German 
has declined in popularity over recent years. In view of this, we have decided to drop German 
from the school curriculum from this September and to replace it with Spanish. The existing 
Year 10 German group will, however, continue to study German in Year 11.  A large number of 
schools across the country have done something similar, feeling that Spanish is not only a 
more relevant and contemporary language for young people these days, but has much in 
common with French from a learning point of view. 
 
This decision means that those students who have expressed an interest in studying German in 
September in Year 10, will now need to reconsider their options. It may also mean that those 
who have not already expressed an interest in a language may consider studying Spanish at 
KS4. 
 
At the same time, I am delighted to announce that our new Head of Languages in September, 
Mrs Clare Ringland, is a Spanish specialist, and she is already working closely with Academy 
staff on arrangements for the introduction of the subject into the Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 
curriculum for a September launch. 
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I hope you will share our excitement about this new development. Year 9 parents/carers may 
be assured that students will continue to receive close support and guidance about their option 
choices before final decisions are made. Students who had chosen German will be given a new 
options choice form and those students who may wish to reconsider their options in light of the 
revised MFL offer, should speak to Mrs Tinker.  Parents/Carers should not hesitate to contact 
the Academy if they have any questions about the process. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Simon Letman 

 
 


