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In December ,we became involved in making a box filled with gifts for the animals at 

the RSPCA. In our form group, we decided to make a tortoise called Kurtis which 

took us about 2 weeks to make and gather treats for. Most forms also participated in 

making their own boxes and overall we had an amazing amount to give to the 

RSPCA. 11 Alton’s box won and luckily a few of us were given a chance to go and 

visit the Centre. It was a great experience and we all enjoyed looking at the 

enclosures and learning about what happens to the animals once they are placed 

there. We were all very grateful that we visited the Centre and hope that all of our 

contributions helped the animals.  

Sophia and Lauren, Year 11 

RSPCA experience 

Well done and thank 
you to all the 
students and staff 
that participated! 
You helped make a 
whole lot of animals 
feel loved and 
pampered over  the 
Christmas period!  



 



Woolly Pully Day - Christmas jumpers  

£149 raised for St Elisabeth’s 

hospice! Thank you to all the 
staff and students who wore 
their Christmas jumpers on 
the day! 



YEAR 11 - CURRY WORKSHOP 
 
Following on from a conversation with one of 
the Academy's support staff - Mrs Dallas - it 
was suggested that she could arrange a visit 
from a local restaurant to inspire the Year 11's 
with their catering practical. 
 
We were then very pleased when the owner 
and his staff from the “Mogul” at Manningtree 
offered to come and run a cooking session 
which would fit in with the exam theme of 
‘Street Food’. 
 
We were also joined by a local reporter from 
the East Anglian Daily Times and went live 
twice on Radio Suffolk to talk about the 
cooking session - all the students joined in 
during the morning and even the staff got to 
come and sample the food at lunchtime! 
 
It was such an enjoyable and informative 
session for all involved and has inspired the 
Year 11's as they go forward to their practical 
exams. 
 

CrossFit Enrichment Opportunity 

FREE TRIAL SESSION
Go along to one session this 

term for free!

CrossFit Orwell is offering a fitness programme designed for high school students.  

Enroll NOW for the next 6 week course. 
Collect a letter from Miss. Shelley 

Suitable for any student of any fitness level; the sessions are designed to be 
scaled for all ages, levels and fitness abilities.



 

Mr Moore and the Science Department have recently subscribed to a new online Educake programme 
for revision and homework for all three Science subjects. A subscription to Educake Science includes 
thousands of carefully written questions for KS3 and GCSE or IGCSE, all designed to improve and 
assess students’ knowledge and understanding.  
Questions are set by teachers for homework and revision but students can also set themselves their 
own questions. A lot of our students have already logged on and have been improving their science 
knowledge every day! Log on details are provided by the Science teachers. 

In a recent assembly, I 
outlined the things that 
have been put in place 
to help all of you.  
These include: 

 Revision trips 

 ‘Independence’ 
workbooks and 
answers 

 Study 
conferences 

 Apps to download 
in maths, English, 
geography and 
history 

 Detailed feedback 
on your mocks in 
core subjects 

 Focused revision 
sessions in 
enrichment 

 After school 
sessions put on 
by your teachers 

And many more! 

Mr Hart’s message to Year 11 students 

Dear Year 11s, 

I have been impressed with the renewed focus and efforts shown by most of 
you as you’ve come back into the new calendar year: 2019 – the year you 
leave and which will forever be imprinted on your memories in the same way 
that 1995 is to me!  Ah, that glorious summer…14 weeks where the sun 
shone every day.  Afternoons and evenings spent playing cricket or football 
until it was too dark to see the ball.  Go home to bed, wake up, do it all 
again.  Bliss!  No more school, no more exams, no more revision and no 
more nagging teachers and parents! 

However, thoughts of summer will seem a long way off to you at the 
moment, as the snow slowly melts outside as I type.  There are 13 weeks or 
so until your first exam; this might not sound like a lot, but there is still time 
for you to make these days count.  I’ve already met with a few of you and 
your parents to discuss how we can support you best; please make sure that 
you make an appointment to see me in the coming days or weeks if you feel 
like you would like some extra support or a chance to chat through your 
concerns.   

You must make use of these!  I will be checking, along with your subject 
teachers that you are!   

If you haven’t yet drawn up your revision timetable, please look at the one 
that I have put on ShowMyHomework for you, or ask me for a paper copy.  
Drawing up the plan is the hardest part of your revision, believe it or not.  
And remember: please, please, please do keep seeing your friends, keep 
watching those series on Netflix and keep doing the things you enjoy!  
However, this must be built in to a proper, focused revision plan.  Put your 
timetable somewhere central so that mum, dad, brothers and sisters can see 
it and lend you the support that you might need. 

We’re all here for you, Year 11! 



Year 7&8 Disco 

A massive thank you goes to all our KS4 helpers who 

made this wonderful night possible! We had over 100 

students who really enjoyed themselves and made 

some lovely memories! Thank you to Kia and Oli for 

organising and Freya, Dylan, Tyreese, Josh, Georgia, 

Poppy, Anya, Ciaran, Jed and Ella for helping out! 

Over £500 

was raised for 

the Science 

department  



Creative Writing Enrichment 
Throughout the autumn term, the Creative Writing Enrichment group focused their efforts on poetry and 
ghost stories for competitions being run by Young Writers. 
Poetry Escape challenged students to add a constraint to their creativity. This could be by choosing a 
highly structured form or focusing on a theme, issue or topic close to their hearts. Seven students 
submitted their work and, after a nerve wracking wait, the news came through in early 2019 that all 
seven were going to have their work published in the Young Writers' national anthology. 
Here we will publish Jayden’s poem (Year 11), for which he says: “I have never written poems before, 
but I wanted to try out a new enrichment and Mrs Dack thought I should submit it for the competition. I 
am very proud of what I have achieved with it.” 
A further five students submitted ghost stories; these stories were limited to a maximum of 100 words 
but had to be a rounded story. Of the stories submitted, two have been chosen for publication. The 
other students have been given the opportunity to edit their work and resubmit; we hope that these will  
also be chosen for publication. 

 

 

Thrashing through the snare, 

They cast aside their captor. 

Standing tall once again, 

A brave, heroic stature. 

 

Donning again a uniform 

Outfitting them their best. 

Marching onwards through their day, 

Shoulders high with a puffed out breast. 

 

Clambering onto a  wagon.  

Carried off into the action. 

War is for a soldier, 

Their bravery I can’t fathom. 

 

Working at their desks, 

Fixing paper a productive glare.  

Presenting their musings,  

A never faltering stare. 

 

 

 

Returning home uninjured, 

They return to the normal routine. 

Smiling and laughing, eating and speaking, 

The brave soldier is a recurring theme. 

 

Laying down once again, 

Ensnared in a well-deserved rest. 

Life is for a soldier, 

Why didn’t I enrol? 

 

The Left Behind 



Year 11 Dress up day 

Once again, a tremendous amount of effort, 

by staff and students alike, was put into our 

annual Year 11 Dress up day. The costumes 

were very diverse and innovative, ranging 

from the “Redrum” twins from “The Shining”, 

for which our amazing student Alice created a 

life size doll to represent her twin, to a whole 

family of the Incredibles, to real life princesses 

and many more! Thank you everyone, the 

school certainly looked an amazing place to 

be on that day!  



In our last issue, we were writing about two of our students, brothers, who decided to raise awareness 

and help out a teen cancer charity by having their heads shaved in school. The main school hall was 

packed with students and teachers cheering the boys on and the atmosphere was amazing. The boys 

raised over £1500 in total, and we as a school are very proud to have helped support this noble cause! 

Well done, Henry and Charlie! 

Will joined other top guns to lead the clay pigeon shoot at the 
end of November last year. Being invited to shoot at the event is 
a huge accolade, and one that this young colt has earned for 
the last four years running.  

Incredibly, Will’s personal best now stands at 86/1 - a hit rate to 
proud of and an a level of prestige local businesses are keen to 
be associated with: Will is already pursuing sponsorship with 
two brands, and is hopeful of securing a deal soon.  

‘It’s nerve-racking,’ he says, ‘but I’m just really happy to have got 
to this level. I was pleased to be offered a place on the Suffolk 
team the first time – this is now my fourth year there!’ 

Will’s achievements speak for themselves: 3
rd
 Nationally in his 

age category for FITASC, first national at Sport Trap, A-class 
ranked shooter since 2017, and Junior winner (against 16-21 
year old professionals) at the Suffolk inter-county competition.  

This is just one of a growing collection of trophies Will has 
brought home in the most challenging of clay pigeon shooting 
disciplines.  

Well done Will – we will be watching your career develop with 
interest. 

Will, Year 9 student: Sponsorship deal in his sights 

Current national No. 3 FITASC shooter, Will, eyes up corporate deal following guest gun honours at 

Hargham Hall Shoot 

Current No3 in the country in clay pigeon shooting 

Teenage cancer charity appeal update 



 

Year 8 trip to Trinity Park - a TV star aims to inspire next generation of scientists 

Last half term, a group of Year 8 students were chosen to accompany Mr Edwards for a day out to 

Trinity Park in Ipswich. LabLive was designed to bring the best of the Cheltenham Science Festival to 

young people in Suffolk, with demonstrations to Year 8 and 9 pupils at Trinity Park. Flames, smoke 

and explosions were the order of the day at a spectacular display aimed at inspiring the young 

scientists of the future. As well as giving children a series of entertaining displays, the event was 

designed to show the benefits of studying science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) 

subjects at GCSE level and beyond. 

The sessions were organised by EDF Energy to encourage future recruits for Sizewell B nuclear 

power station, and its planned Sizewell C development. Those leading the demonstrations included 

nano-chemist Dr Suze Kundu and TV scientist and former teacher Russell Arnott, from Channel 

Five’s Outrageous Stunts. Our students came back inspired and keen to explore STEM subjects 

more in the future! Thank you, Mr Edwards, for arranging this. 

Following on from our letter to parents 
on 27th September 2018 - if anyone 
is  able to donate and would like to do 
so online the link to our  'Mydonate' 
page is here. 
 
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/
holbrookacademy 

Many thanks in advance. 

Go4School Stars of January: 

Year 7, Iduna, 37 points 

Year 8, Courtney, 57 points 

Year 9, Ruben, 45 points 

Year 10, Owen F., 32 points 

Year 11, Caleb, 18 points If anyone ever wondered what 

Korean sounded like and would like 

to learn the basics of this unusual 

language, then come and find me 

and we can arrange it as an 

enrichment!  

Niamh, Year 9 

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/holbrookacademy
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/holbrookacademy





