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It was with a great deal of excitement that I arrived at Holbrook on Thursday 25
th
 October at 3:30 in the 

morning. I was surprised to see so many equally excited students already there waiting for me!  The 

cold air was thick with anticipation and it seemed to be an age until the coach arrived to take us to 

Heathrow.  There were to be no examples of students forgetting their suitcases this year, although one 

Year 11 girl did manage to forget the key to hers…don’t worry, Jasmine, I won’t mention it! 

This journey would be the first time that some of the students (and one member of staff) had flown 

before and I could see they were excited and nervous in equal measures!   

It wasn’t long before we were sat on the runway, waiting for our turn to take off.  After 18 months in the 

planning, it felt like the trip was really about to get underway.  Students were impeccably behaved on 

the plane and it wasn’t long before the east coast of the USA loomed large out of the windows. Those 

lucky enough to have a window seat pressed their eager faces up against the glass in a desperate effort 

to pinpoint landmarks such as the Statue of Liberty and the Empire State Building! 

This is the fourth time that I’ve been to New York and it still never fails to amaze me, just with the scale 

of everything, the constant noise and the way that Times Square makes it feel like daytime even when 

it’s dark.  We were booked in to the Empire State Building for 8pm and it was there we headed to after 

dinner.  It doesn’t matter how many times you’ve been up it, it still takes your breath away when you first 

walk outside onto the balcony which runs the full perimeter of the top of the building.  It was cold and 

windy, but students wasted no time in getting their selfies onto Snapchat and sent home to envious 

friends and relatives! 

The 9/11 memorial museum was in stark contrast to anything else we did on the trip.  Whereas fun and 

laughter pervaded everything we did, this visit was carried out in near silence as students got to 

experience the eerie museum which is built into the foundations of the towers themselves.  It proved to 

be an extremely emotional and moving visit, with several staff moved to tears as they remembered 

where they were on that fateful day, and thought about the thousands that lost their lives in the towers, 

on the planes and on the ground.   

Our last day involved a trip to the Statue of Liberty.  No trip to New York could be possible without taking 

the opportunity to get up close and personal with the most famous old lady in the United States. When 

you think about what she has represented for so long, to so many, it’s easy to get emotional again, 

given the state of the current leadership.   

Trips to Central Park, Hard Rock Café, a walk down Broadway, dinner in a Chinese restaurant, visit to 

the flagship Apple and Microsoft stores, whistle stop breaks at Nintendo and M&M World and it was time 

to meet our coach to get the plane back home.  As always on this trip, the time went past way too fast 

but I know that the students made memories which will stay with them for a lifetime.  Every single one of 

them was an absolute credit to themselves and I was glad to be able to spend five days with such a 

wonderful bunch of young people.  Thanks to the staff that came with us; without their commitment and 

dedication, trips like this wouldn’t happen. 

Until the next time! 

Mr Hart 

               HEADLINES - NEW YORK  

              by Phil Hart, Assistant Head  
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New York 2018 

We are back from an amazing trip to New York City with some brilliant colleagues and 50 teenagers 

who enjoyed the very best from NYC and gained some invaluable life experiences.   

Microsoft and Apple workshops, Nintendo world, Empire State building, New York Hall of Science, 

Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, 9/11 Memorial Museum, Central Park, Grand Central station, Times 

Square, M&M World, Hard Rock Café… Phew!  

That was one tight itinerary but we delivered!  

Well done team! 

Mrs Adigwe 
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New York was my first ever trip out of the 

country. And it was great! Even though 

we walked a lot, and crammed into the 

subway to try to find a seat, it was overall 

an amazing experience.  

The scenery for everything was great, 

the views were spectacular, and even in 

the rain it was fantastic. I hope the 

school does this again in the future, 

because every student at Holbrook 

Academy should experience a trip like 

this!              Jodie, Year 9 

It was a great experience not only 

because of the sights we saw but 

primarily because of the knowledge 

gained about the ‘habits’ and 

‘eccentricities’ of the New York 

people.  

Isara, Year 10 

New York was an amazing 

trip. The amount of stuff we 

got to do was great and the 

whole experience was 

breath taking. My favourite 

part of the trip was going up 

the Empire State Building 

and seeing the views. 

Altogether it was an 

awesome trip. 

Alex, Year 11 

New York was really fun except for all the 

walking! My favourite part was the Microsoft 

workshop. There was a robot who danced 

named Pepper, it was great to watch! The food 

in New York is very filling. One thing that I 

noticed was the amount of beeping of the cars! I 

think everyone should get a chance to go on a 

trip like this, because it was a great trip and an 

amazing experience! 

Sophie, Year 9 

New York was a lifetime 

experience. I had the time 

of my life. I really enjoyed 

the Empire State Building 

and the Brooklyn Bridge. It 

was very emotional going 

to the 9/11 Memorial 

museum. We also visited 

Central Park and the 

Statue of Liberty was 

massive! I would definitely 

like to go again! 

Ben, Year 9 
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Firstly I would like to thank the teachers 

that took us and cared for us on one of 

the best trips of all time. It was really a 

great experience and I loved every 

second of it (apart from when I got 

stopped at security for having a shape 

shifting Capri sun!). Other than that I 

loved everything, from the top of the 

Empire state Building to the pilot 

announcing happy birthday to me on the 

plane journey home. If I could do it again 

I definitely would ! A big thanks to Mr 

Hart for organising the trip and to the rest 

of  the staff for doing an amazing job and 

a huge thank you to Mrs Adigwe for 

being so lovely (good with directions) and 

asking the pilot to announce it was my 

birthday! Thank you! 

Aaron, Year 11 

The thing I enjoyed most about New York 

was the Empire #state Building, because 

you could see all the lights. The café I liked 

the most was the Hard Rock Café because 

the food was amazing and also mouth 

watering.  

Walking across the Brooklyn Bridge was the 

most enjoyable experience ever! Thank you 

teachers for giving us this opportunity! 

Emie-Lou, Year 10 
New York was amazing, one of 

the best experiences every! 

We did so many amazing 

things, and I loved seeing New 

York from the top of the empire 

State Building. All of the lights 

made the city look beautiful! It 

was inspirational and we are so 

grateful that this trip was 

organised! 

Lottie, Year 9 
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Zero Heroes - Bowling trip 

Last month’s reward trip to the Bowling Alley, Colchester, was a great success! A large number of 

students, our “Zero Heroes” were taken there as a reward for their positive attitude to learning, great 

behaviour and zero negative points. Well done everyone and continue with the same positive attitude 

to learning as we will have our next reward trip soon! 

It was so much fun! It may not sound very original but I felt happy when the letter came out in form. 

Nothing could describe actually going on the trip, having friends with you playing and watching the 

teachers having a go and that feeling you would remember that exact moment in the leaving 

assembly. I loved it and felt so honoured! 

Jenesse, Year 9 

 

I had a great time bowling with my friends! It was really nice that the school decided to reward all the 

students who received no negative points last year. We played 2 games and I enjoyed this trip a lot! I 

hope the school decides to organise a trip like this again in the future! 

Lera, Year 9 

 

I really enjoyed the bowling trip. It was fun because we got to spend time with our friends and spend 

some time out of school. At the same time, we played 2 games of bowling and got to go on the 

arcades as well. The reason we got to go was because we were Zero Heroes, meaning that we got 

no minus points in Year 8. I believe that the trip was a good idea and will encourage other children to 

behave better. I hope that trips like these will happen again in the future. 

Hayden, Year 9 

 

I really enjoyed the Zero Heroes bowling trip. The best part about it was when I scored a strike! It 

was nice to see other people from other year groups enjoying themselves too. A big thank you to Dr 

Letman for paying for our two games! 

Emily, Year 9 
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Reconnecting with the past 

 

What was life at Holbrook High School like back then? 

I have the fondest memories of my time here. The school was very tiny, there were only 5 classrooms. 

It was a very friendly place to work, we had animals on the site as well as a vegetable patch. If 

sometimes we noticed a flock of pheasants out in the playground, we would let the children out to just 

observe quietly - I always thought connecting with nature was important. 

What is the most memorable thing that you can think of from your time at Holbrook High 

school? 

There is one particular lesson that I still remember. It was 1 o’clock in the afternoon, I was just starting 

a lesson when a little boy interrupted me and said: “Excuse me, Mrs Moore, I am sorry to interrupt you, 

but it is my turn to go and feed the rabbits now.” And off he went! 

In those days, the students were actively involved in taking care of the school premises, we would 

have litter picking time, feeding time and taking the vegetables in to the Holbrook Primary school to be  

prepared for our lunches.  

Apart from the size of the school, do you notice any other changes between now and 1984? 

I can only comment on what I see happening in the main hall. One of the differences is that there are 

not that many teachers eating their lunch in the main hall. Back in those days, all the teachers would 

line up next to the stage, to make sure the students don’t climb on there and to supervise them. I can 

see that is allowed now, but the students seem to be really lovely and they put everything in the bins. 

I do love coming back here and I love seeing how the Academy is growing and what wonderful and 

pleasant children come here. 

By Niamh and Sadie, Year 9 

We have had the absolute pleasure of talking to Mrs Linda Moore, one of former teachers of 

Holbrook High School, who taught at the school as a History teacher from 1961 to 1984. Mrs 

Moore, together with a small number of her friends, one of them an ex student of Holbrook 

High School, visit the Academy every Tuesday for a lunch and pleasant conversation, very 

often accompanied by some of the current Holbrook Academy Students. Here are some of the 

questions two of our young journalists asked Mrs Moore. 
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The Royal Wedding 

More than 100,000 people applied to attend Princess Eugenie and Jack Brooksbank’s royal wedding 

back in October, and only 1200 received the invites. We are thrilled to report that, amongst the lucky 

attendees, our very own student, Alex, Year 7, and his family were chosen. Here is a few of his own 

photos he took on the day and how he felt about it all.  

 

Congratulations Alex, we were all very jealous! 

 

My Mum applied for us to attend the Royal wedding, and we were incredibly lucky to be chosen to go. 

We arrived at Windsor Castle early on 12th October. Everyone around us was very excited and friendly. 

We saw many famous people like Robbie Williams, James Blunt, Ellie Goulding, Jimmy Carr, Jamie 

Redknapp, Demi Moore and many others. We also stood opposite the entrance where the Royal family 

entered the chapel. It was a lovely day; we really enjoyed seeing the Royal family and sharing their day 

with many others that were lucky to be chosen too! And the goodie bags were a lovely souvenir! 

 
Stars of the month: Go4School plus points 

Year 7 - Jacob, 72 points 

Year 8 - Florence, 49 points 

Year 9 - Ruby, 59 points 

Year 10 - Abigail, 41 points 

Year 11 - Caleb, 34 points 

Well done 

everyone! 
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Cross Country run 

Well done to all our students that competed in the school Cross Country Run in the first and second 

rounds. Everyone that took part showed great sportsmanship and endurance!  

Here we have  a comment from Amelie who won the 1st place for Holbrook Academy in the first round 

and she came second in the second round.  A tremendous achievement!  

Well done, Amelie, we are very proud! 

 

Arriving at RHS for the first round, I felt nervous about the other competitors and because I was running 

for the school for the first time. I knew from previous years that the competition was strong and that I 

would have to put everything I had into my running in order to win it. They give you a 30 second warning 

and if you don’t hear the ‘Take your marks’ it is a sudden ‘bang’! 

We were off and I felt someone trip over my foot. At the first bend a stitch started above my hip and I 

worried that would be the end of my race. By the time I got to the sheep field, the stitch began to fade 

and I had a few metres lead. At the top of the hill, I saw someone overtake me, they got a metre lead 

before I reacted. Across the top of the field I sped up and knew I was clear. I heard someone shout to 

the person behind me which made me start my final sprint to the line. I was very pleased to win my first 

race for Holbrook Academy.  

Amelie, Year 7 
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This first session was an ice-breaker. 

We didn’t know any of the mentors so 

we had to all introduce ourselves first. 

We played a number of different games 

and had to keep forming different 

teams, so we all had to learn to 

recognise each other strengths. One of 

the games was to build up the tallest 

tower out of the balloons and to also 

make it the most cost-effective, so it 

involved a lot of thinking as well as 

having fun. Overall, I enjoyed it and I 

look forward to the next session. 

Skye, Year 10 

I enjoyed it a lot. I found it useful asking 

about what the workplace is really like 

and what the best places are once we 

leave the school. All in all, it was great! 

Harrison, Year 10 

                                                                                                                    

 

                                          Red Poppy appeal 

 

Our Head Boy and Head Girl have been selling poppies 

every day during lunch times. Thank you very much eve-

ryone for buying the poppies and support ng this great 

cause!  

Our War Memorial garden was a place of ponder for 

many of our students. Thank you to Mr Barrett, Art De-

partment and Mr Gallagher for making such a lovely trib-

ute to our fallen heroes in our school. 

Poppy appeal 

Our Head Boy and Head Girl have been selling poppies 

every day during lunch times. Thank you very much 

everyone for buying the poppies and supporting this 

great cause!  

Our War Memorial garden was a place of ponder for 

many of our students. Thank you to Mr Barrett, Art 

Department and the Site Team for making such  a lovely 

tribute to our fallen heroes in our school! 

          Careers Workshop - Mentoring 

We are very lucky to have been able to arrange a careers’ 
workshop for some of our Year 10 students, working in 
partnership with employer supporters. The programme will 
deliver ten monthly interactions with a business mentor in 
the familiar school environment. The students will 
experience a workplace visit and develop skills that 
employers have cited as being key to successful 
employees.  
Mrs Tinker 



Sculpture workshop 

We are pleased to report that all the hard work our students put in during our 3 day metal welding 

workshop has paid off. The sculptures have found their new place in one of our gardens and we must 

say they are looking great!  

Well done everyone and thank you to Mrs Caston-Cook for organising it!  

 

                                                                                                                       

 

 

 

 

We are very proud to report that 2 of our students have decided to raise funds for a Teenage Cancer 

trust. Knowing that some children suffer from cancer and the treatment can lead to side effects with 

their appearance, the two students decided they would raise 

the awareness and money for the trust by getting sponsored 

to shave their heads! 

They plan on doing the head shave on the last day of school 

in December and are hoping to raise £2000. A just giving 

page has been set up and we will also be organising a non-

uniform day later on in the term. We wish Henry and his 

brother Charlie lots of success with their charity appeal. 

Henry and Charlie are thanking anyone who wishes to 

sponsor them. Please click on the link for any online 

donations. Many thanks! 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/henry-charlie-skillin  

           Teenage Cancer Charity Appeal 
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Copleston High School  Author Visit - Andy Briggs 

 

Some of Year 7 students got the exciting opportunity to meet Andy Briggs at Copleston High School. 

Andy Briggs talked to the students about life as an author and the adventures he has had. For example; 

riding a hairy elephant that has fleas the size of the little finger nail and meeting secret agents. Andy 

Briggs told the students many stories about the inspiration behind his books and how they came to be.  

Andy delved into the ‘behind the scenes’ stuff. He spoke about how writing forms so many parts of our 

culture. Andy also spoke about how writers are not boring people ‘who stare out of windows dribbling 

with a cat on their head, drinking coffee’. His sense of humour had us all giggling. When he told us the 

inspiration behind his books, you could imagine all the wonderful things he has seen and done in his 

writing career.  

Andy told us that his biggest inspiration was when he met a movie producer in Hollywood. He met 

(alongside his brother) Stan Lee in Hollywood when he had an office there. WOW!!! 

Overall, it was a fantastic visit which was enjoyed by all. Andy Briggs is a very friendly and funny guy 

who encapsulates his audience with creative, imaginative and humorous words. What an amazing 

adventure we went on meeting Andy Briggs. 

Miss MacGregor 

I think Andy 

Briggs was 

really funny. 

I enjoyed the author’s 

humour because he 

was really funny  
 

I enjoyed learning that 

Author’s aren’t boring. 

I enjoyed listening to 

his stories about his 

inspiration for his 

books.  

I liked when he 

talked about 

bananas 

because I didn’t 

know if he was 

telling the truth 

or not. I liked that 

Andy Briggs 

signed my 

book  

I enjoyed 

everything 

about the trip  
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Suffolk One Workshop 

 

 

 

 

On the morning of Tuesday 9th October, our Year 

10 Music students attended a composition 

workshop at Suffolk One, with the purpose of 

strengthening their skills in composing music for 

their GCSE composition coursework.  Students 

were first taught how to build a chord using a key 

signature, then they were introduced to 

composing a piece of music, utilising loops within 

a sequencer called logic. By the end of the 

workshop, students had created a piece of music 

that lasted around a minute in length. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed the exercise and 

found it very beneficial in their studies  

of music GCSE. 

Mr Samson 

 

                                                            Enrichment 

                                           The Academy is a buzzing place every    

                       Wednesday afternoon during our Enrichment lessons. We have taken  

     a few photos of our engaged and excited students who no doubt love the choices they  

     have been provided with!  

RSPCA donations 

During our recent sale of second hand uniform 

we raised £60 that we are proud to donate to 

RSPCA. Thank you to everyone involved in 

arranging the event!  

Mrs Cooke is hoping that the form groups would 

like to make a Christmas gift box for all the 

puppies and kittens (and ferrets) at the RSPCA 

re-homing centre. 

There will be a prize for the form that creates 

the most imaginatively designed box!  

We will be delivering them on Monday 10th 

December. The RSPCA have suggested the 

following gifts: 

Dogs: 

Rawhides 

Training treats 

KONGS 

Slow feeder 

bowls 

Toys 

Cats: 

Radiator beds 

Soft blankets 

Whiskers or 

Felix cat meat 

Litter trays 

Cat nip toys 

Small animals: 

Hammocks 

Small bags of 

treats 

Tunnels 

All donations will be much                   

appreciated! 
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MEET THE MARINES – CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY OFFICERS’ TRAINING CENTRE 
(UOTC)  

 
On 18th October, we joined forces with Ipswich High School, Woolverstone, for a visit to meet the 
Marines at their training centre in Cambridge. Students who were interested in a career in the forces or 
similar with physical links were asked if they would like to attend. 
Mrs Tinker drove the mini bus with five students from each school along with Mrs Offord from Ipswich 
High School. The students were warned about the physical activities they would be taking part in and all 
risk assessments were completed in advance. 
The attending students were expected to get hot, dirty and sweaty as they were to carry out physically 
demanding activities. 
A fabulous demanding day was had by all, starting with a careers talk with a question and answer 

session then the student groups started taking part in a water boat activity, abseiling, weapons 

review and also an assault course. 

Mrs Tinker 

Suffolk Skills Show Trinity Park Ipswich 
 

On Wednesday 17th November, all Year 9 students attended the Suffolk Skills 
Show at Trinity Park, Ipswich. With Year 9 GCSE Option choices on the horizon, 
we felt that this would be a fantastic chance for students to speak to businesses 
about their own career paths and the CGSE's that they took to move into their 
chosen career. 
Mrs Tinker 
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