
HOLBROOK ACADEMY 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

18th December 2018 
 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I write at the end of another very busy term. As ever, it has also been a long and exhausting 
one and I know that all staff and students are looking forward to a well-earned rest over 
Christmas. 
 
There are a number of things I would like to draw your attention to at this point in the year.  
 
As far as Year 11 students are concerned this is a very important time. They have spent the 
last few weeks taking a full programme of mock GCSE examinations. Their results will be to 
hand early in the New Year and these results will be shared with you. Reports will be 
published within the first few weeks back after Christmas. There is another mock exam 
programme in March involving the core subjects and a number of others, which gives students 
the opportunity to show us how much they have improved in the interim and we tend to find 
that these results will be a much more accurate indicator of what they are likely to produce in 
the summer exams themselves. Although you should not be unduly alarmed should mock 
results be disappointing, for many students this is an important wake-up-call and should 
produce a sense of commitment to study that a number of them need. 
 
As we are once again fast approaching the time of making New Year resolutions, I would ask 
you once again to support us in our efforts to ensure that students comply with the Academy 
Uniform Policy, which is published on the our website and in the student planner. We would 
ask that you have another look at the policy, particularly in respect of girls’ leggings, ‘bomber 
jackets’ and the wearing of non-uniform hoodies. On their return in January, all students can 
expect very close scrutiny from their tutors and those who do not comply with the regulations 
run the risk of being sent home. We now have a stock of used skirts and trousers in the main 
office and those in breach of the code will be required to wear school items until they have 
obtained their own correct items. 
 
In addition, I would like to draw attention to requirements in the uniform code relating to the 
wearing of makeup and other ‘accessories’. Stick-on nails should not be worn, nose piercings 
are not allowed, makeup must be ‘discreet’ and hair should not be dyed. Where there are 
breaches of the code in these areas, students will run the risk of being sent home. 
 
Rehearsals for our 2019 production of ‘High School Musical’ are well underway and we are on 
course to deliver another musical spectacular in February. Once again, we are working with 
our local primary schools and their Year 6 students will be involved in the production. Because 
of this, and the large cast, tickets are likely to be in very high demand and we anticipate that 
they will sell out very quickly. Tickets for the evening shows from 12th February will go on sale 
in early January and I would advise you to put a reminder note in your diary in order to avoid 
disappointment. 
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This year we have launched an initiative to raise 
funds for the school show and for other projects 
which broaden and deepen the range of 
opportunities we provide for our students in ways 
that, in these days of financial cuts and increasing 
running costs, our budget could not normally allow. 
‘HAS’ is our group of parents who give up their time 
to work with Senior Staff to generate additional 
funds.   Our new ‘HAS’ logo is shown to the left. 

 
 

We have also relaunched our ‘MyDonate’ page to encourage parents, 
friends and former pupils to help with fundraising in any way they can. If 
you are able to make a donation, please follow the link below:- 
https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/holbrookacademy       

 
 
Our cashless system continues to prove very popular with students and parents. Could I 
please remind you to check the balance of your child's lunch account over the holiday and 
ensure that there is sufficient credit on the account for the start of next term. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your continued support for the Academy and would like 
to wish you all a very happy and restful Christmas and New Year. In closing, a final reminder 
that students return to school on Thursday, 3rd January. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Dr Simon Letman 
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