
 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Autumn 1  

Issue 

Sculpture workshop  

Page 3 

DofE Qualifying weekend 

Page 5 

 

Sculpture workshop 

Page 3 

Faraday Competition 

Page 4 

Duke of Edinburgh  

Qualifying weekend 

Page 5 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Qualifying weekend  

Page 5 

Bar Mock  

Trial 

Page 4 

Sculpture workshop  

Page 2 

Science - Faraday Competition 

Page 3 

Duke of Edinburgh— 

Qualifying weekend 

Page 5 

Macmillan Cake Sale 

Page 3 

Science -  

Faraday Competition  

Page 4 

Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Weekend  

Page 4 



Headlines 

 

 

HEADLINES 
By Dr Letman, Head Boy and Head Girl 

Dr Letman, what is the best part of running Holbrook Academy? 

Dealing with young people. It is very satisfying when a young person from Holbrook Academy achieves 

their dreams and is successful. I like that I have an input on the lives of people and am able to watch 

them develop. I am very proud of the old and current students for all that they have achieved. 

What do you think of the new school newsletter? 

This is a very exciting development for the school, as it is very important for the students to have a 

voice, as well as the teachers. We will be informing the local community about all the wonderful things 

that we achieve and take part in here at the Academy. 

What has been the greatest achievement of Holbrook Academy so far? 

I think that, only 5 years ago, the school was in a very different place to where it is today. Last year, the 

Academy was the best state school in Suffolk, and this year we are not too far from it again. We have 

achieved this by many people working as a team to make the Academy the best school in the area.  

What message have you got for the students for  the new academic year? 

My greatest hero is Buzz Lightyear, and all my students know this.  

Everybody should try to go to infinity and beyond, everybody should try to achieve their dreams and 

goals. 

 By Niamh and Lottie, Year 9 

As pupils of Holbrook Academy, we should all 

pride ourselves on how accepting we have been of 

each other so far this term. When the few 

members of our community let us down with 

behavior and respect towards peers, we stand up 

to them. 

 

It’s nice to see the new Year 7s settling in well; I 

still remember getting lost and continuing to use 

that excuse up until Year 10 if I was ever late! 

 

Head Girl, Maddie, and I have added shorts to the 

school uniform policy during the Summer term 

unless told otherwise by Dr Letman (if we had a 

very warm Spring for example). 

 

It’s sad to say I have a countdown app on my 

phone leading up to my first exam, the pressure is 

on! 

 

Caleb,  

Year 11 

It’s really cool seeing all the pupils, who I last saw  

as Year 2’s in primary school, now looking smart in 

Holbrook Academy uniform, in their first weeks of 

high school. 

I remember what it felt like walking in on my first 

day, thinking Holbrook was so big and daunting, 

especially coming from a tiny primary school 

where we only had 3 teachers to remember the 

names of! 

Over the years, we’ve got to know all the teachers 

and now in Year 11, with exams just around the 

corner, I realise I should have actually been 

listening these past 5 years! But seriously though, 

good luck KS3 on settling in to high school and 

learning new skills; good luck new Year 10s for 

your new GCSE courses and hang in there my 

year, only 8 months to go!  

 

Maddie,  

Year 11 



 

Sculpture workshop 
On 18th, 19th and 20th September we were visited by a local artist, Zoe Rubens, to create a 

sculpture for one of the enclosed gardens at the Academy. The workshop was funded by the very 

generous Arts Society Suffolk, South East Suffolk. Zoe emailed us to say "Brilliant kids, you should 

be very proud, so impressed with them." The workshop was a great success with many of our 

students, who were delighted with their final pieces.  

 

Sydnie 

When I was doing the sculpture I felt like I was bringing out my creative side, like it was finally 

climbing free. I loved every minute of it. It was a once in a lifetime chance - it was so fun. It also 

connected me and all the other pupils who were there together.  

 

Stevie  

I have learnt how to brace to get the metal in the perfect shape. I’ve also learnt how to get the 

right gasses on the welding torch. I’ve never done this before and I’ll remember this for life. Also, it 

was fun cutting out the different shapes in the metal. Thanks Zoe! 

 

Will 

The sculpture building was really fun and interesting. We learnt how to weld and what welding 

involved. The welding was really fun as we learnt how to control gas and add oxygen and the 

movements involved. We also learnt what types of metal will bend and which won’t.  

The lady was really nice. 

 



 

Winners of Faraday Competition 

       CONGRATULATIONS! 

On 18th September, six Year 8 engineers 

from Holbrook Academy impressed judges 

and won first prize in a competition run by the 

Institution of Engineering and Technology.  

 

Abisayo, Charlie, Harvey, Timothy, Florence 

and Emily designed and made a prototype 

heat shield for the James Wells 

Telescope, competing against five other 

Suffolk schools.  

 

The competition took place at Stowmarket 

High School. Holbrook scored 84 out of a 

possible 100 points. The judges said, “We 

were very impressed with the quality of their 

project and presentation”.  

 

Well done everyone! 

 

     MACMILLAN CAKE SALE 2018 

 

I was very pleased to be asked by my Year 8 

form if they could hold the cake sale and non

-uniform day this year. 

Much excitement on enrichment Wednesday 

as flapjacks, marbled cupcakes, lemon 

drizzle cake and brownies were produced 

and looked amazing. 

Friday break arrived and the cakes were sold 

in record time and we are very pleased to be 

able to send £597.36 to the charity. 

Thanks to students, staff, and parents/carers 

for all your help and support on the day. 

Mrs Atkins 

Food Tech Department 



 

Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition Weekend 

 

Bedraggled, wet and yet triumphant: the DofE team is in awe at the achievements of the young people 

that completed their Qualifying Expedition on 23rd September .  

The weather was punishing - Britain at its wettest and with a bitter headwind, but they prevailed - 

walking over 35km in total and demonstrating their capabilities as independent lowland explorers.  

They now have only their online evidence of community work, physical and skills development to 

complete. Soon, we hope for each of these brave souls to receive their internationally recognised 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award.  

The external assessor, from Ipswich Academy, commented on their excellent navigation, solid 

teamwork and high-spirits throughout the weekend's many challenges.  

Well done everyone, and thank you to Mr Edwards, Mr Clarke, Mrs Dove and Mr Livingstone for 

supporting DofE and making this opportunity possible.  

Mr Newstead 



Bar Mock Trials 

 
It is the time of the year again when the Bar Mock Trials take place. But are you wondering what the Bar 

Mock Trials are? Here we interview Miss Shelley to find out more. 

 

What are Bar Mock Trials? 

The Bar Mock Trials are a national based competition made up of a series of trials made to look real life 

in which schools attempt to defend and prosecute the two cases against other school teams. Students 

stand in front of real judges. The two cases this year are an acid attack and money laundering. It is an 

amazing opportunity whether or not you are interested in law as a career - it is actually a lot of fun. It is 

brilliant to put on your CVs to show you have a wide understanding of law. The competition allows 

young people to get a better understanding of the justice system.  

 

Has Holbrook Academy ever won the Bar Mock Trials before? 

Every year, Holbrook Academy consistently does well in the Bar Mock Trials, we have once come 

second and only missed out on the 1st place by one mark. 

 

When are the Bar Mock Trials taking place? 

This year, the Bar Mock Trials are taking place on Saturday 10th November at the Crown Court in 

Ipswich. The Bar Mock Trials are set up by the Citizenship Foundation and supported by the Bar 

Council. Since 1991, the scheme has let 53,000 young people across the country take part in the mock 

trials. 

Also, on Monday 8th October, Judge Overbury, who is the Diversity and Community Relations Judge for 

Suffolk, will be visiting our school from 8.30 till 10.00 am.  

                                                                                                                                 By Hayden and Poppy 



ENRICHMENT 
So, we all enjoy Enrichment, full of variety and interesting new clubs to try out. But I bet it gets you 

wondering what things we have planned for the future. We interviewed Miss Macgregor to find out 

more.  

What enrichment offer are you most proud of and why? 

Martial Arts is great and everyone seems to be enjoying it. I worked super hard for our school to get 

this opportunity. 

What is the hardest thing about enrichment? 

Getting the registers together and trying to get everyone the Enrichment they wanted.  

Are there going to be any changes in the future? 

In the future I really want to get more choices, different and imaginative ones. Enrichment is a great 

opportunity to get out of your comfort zone and meet new people, and it is an ever developing 

process. I have a special plan that should come into realisation shortly, something sporty, and I hope 

the students will like it.  

What has been the most popular enrichment option this half term? 

Our students seem to be really enjoying Table Tennis, Scratch Club, Gym and Yoga this half term.  

 

By Poppy, Year 8 

Tree Nursery 

with Mrs Love 

Bar Mock  

trials with  

Miss Shelley 

Creative Writing 

Publication and 

Competition 

with Miss Dack 

History - 

“Dictators”  

with Mr Barrett 

Scratch Club 

with Mr Moore 

Caricatures  

with  

Mr Xenakis 

Origami 

with Mrs 

Dove 

STEM     

Science 

with  

Mr Edwards 

Creative 

Maths 

with  

Mrs Mangham 

History and 

Appreciation 

of Musicals 

with Mr Sansom 

Still life drawing 

and sketching  

with Mr Holmes 

Duke of 

Edinburgh 

with Mr 

Newstead  
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Enrichment 

Sports offers: 

Yoga 

Korean Martial Arts 

Fitness Gym 

Sailing 

Table tennis 

KS3 Girls’ football 

Year 7 Boys’ football 

 Year 8 Boys rugby 

Year 11 Football 

Dance 

I wanted to learn about Martial 

Arts as I wanted to be able to 

defend myself if anything 

happens. I’ve learnt a number of 

moves so far, for example Snap 

Kick. I’ve really enjoyed it so far 

and I’ve met quite a few new 

students in this enrichment. The 

instructor is really cool. I would 

definitely recommend this 

enrichment to anyone.  

Stevie, Year 9 

I really enjoy sailing! 

It’s a fun sport and you 

can learn so much and 

gain new skills! 

Ben, Year 9 

Sailing is a great 

enrichment that 

includes more than 

just sailing - it’s 

friendship and 

teamwork and is 

brilliant fun! 

Sam, Year 9 

 

Go4Schools  

‘Stars of the Month’ 

Year 7: Mikey - 35 points 

Year 8: Oliver - 54 points 

Year 9: Ben - 42 points 

Year 10: Abigail - 27 points 

Year 11: Matthew - 27 points 

 

 

Lunch/afterschool  

clubs: 

 

 

Discovery 

club 

Film and 

Games club 

Netball, 

Football, 

Badminton, 

Basketball 

History is a great 

enrichment and I really 

enjoy it.  This term we are 

studying Dictators. 

Previously we covered JFK, 

Titanic and Great British 

People. We also looked at 

some conspiracy theories. 

This enrichment broadens 

your historical horizons and 

we do learn a lot of useful 

things that will come in 

handy in our lessons. 

Gracie, Year 8 



Bikeability - Level 3 opportunity 

 

Level 3 equips trainees with skills for more challenging roads and traffic situations -  

busier streets, queuing traffic, complex junctions and roundabouts.  

It also includes planning routes for safe cycling. Level 3 training is delivered one-to-one 

or in groups of up to 4 so can be tailored to a trainee’s individual needs, such as a route 

to work or school.   

 

At Level 3 you can: 

 

 Prepare for a journey 

 Understand advanced road positioning 

 Pass queuing traffic 

 Perceive and deal with hazards 

 Understand driver blind spots 

 React to hazardous road surfaces 

 

 

Bikeability will take place during the school day on Friday mornings with trained 

instructors. Let Miss Shelley know if you are interested in taking part.  


