Year 10 Parents Information
Evening
13th September 2018

GCSE Results Headlines
• Provisional Progress 8 score around +0.22 which means that, on
average, students at Holbrook last year overachieved by almost a
quarter of a grade in every subject.
• We almost doubled the percentage of grades awarded at 8 and 9
compared to last year while matching the number of grade As.
• This was our third year running of posting a positive Progress 8 score.
Indeed, since the measure was introduced, our students have
exceeded our expectations and targets every year!

What is Progress 8?
• You’ll have heard the term “Progress 8” being discussed in the world
of education and in the media.
• This is the new headline measure for schools.
• It is based on the progress made by students in their best 8 subjects,
divided into certain groups, called ‘buckets’.

What is Progress 8?
• Bucket 1: Maths, English Language OR English Literature (best of)
• Bucket 2: Sciences (including computer science) and humanities
• Bucket 3: Other qualifying subjects (Business, catering, ICT, drama, DT,
PE, music, art, RS)

What is Progress 8?
• Students have an Attainment 8 score calculated based on their KS4
achievement.
• Their grades are converted to points.
• This total is deducted from their predicted score and divided into 10.
• If the score is positive, they have made better than expected
progress.
• Is the score is negative, they have failed to make expected progress.

What is Progress 8?
• All students’ scores are used to calculate the school’s average.
• This becomes the Progress 8 score.
• In 2016 we scored +0.25 which means our students overachieved by a
quarter of a grade, on average.
• This is a good score!
• We won’t know our 2017 score until January when league tables are
published.
• Further info here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IAEgFMSGDY

How have we calculated your child’s targets?
• Average of maths and English from KS2 produces Attainment 8
estimates.
• From here, we can plot a path to the grades needed to secure the
estimation.

What are the changes for 2020?
• In 2019, all subjects will have grades awarded on the 9-1 scale.

What are the changes for 2020?
• All subjects will be linear, meaning they are all assessed with
examinations at the end of the two year course.
• Continued increased focus on improving young people’s literacy and
numeracy skills with SPAG being assessed in every subject’s exam.

How do we assess?
• All students have GCSE target grades. As described, these are
calculated by using their prior attainment at KS2 to give a minimum
expectation. This is not to say that any child shouldn’t aim for higher!
• Teachers regularly check their students’ progress and understanding
through assessment of classwork, home learning tasks, controlled
assessments, where applicable and short examinations.
• Every half term, a snapshot of every student’s progress against their
targets is taken, which allows us to identify those that are not making
expected progress. Subject teachers, Head of Faculties, or Mr Hart
will then intervene to ensure these students are best supported.

How do we communicate with you?
• Through the Academy website: www.holbrookacademy.org
• By telephone
• By email
• By following us on Twitter: @HolbrookAc

What can you do to help your child?
• Ensure they are here! Attendance at school is so important to your
child’s success. We all get ill from time to time, but increased
absence from school WILL affect your child’s chances of meeting their
target grades. Even 95%, which sounds good, equals ten days off over
a year.
• Know when progress reports are due to be issued. This now happens
electronically. If you would like a paper copy to be issued to your
child to bring home, please contact Mrs Stella Percival in the office.

What can you do to help your child?
• Log in to ShowMyHomework often to check outstanding tasks. You
can download the app free of charge which will update you daily on
your child’s tasks.
• Please make sure that your child has a quiet, calm environment in
which to work.
• I highly recommend that they switch off electronic gadgets while
completing tasks!!

Notes from other subjects

English

What’s new for Year 10?
• No longer graded as A,B,C,D,E,F,G, U
• Year 10 are the fourth year group to be graded by the new 1 to 9
system.
• 9 is the highest grade achievable with 1 the lowest.
• No more controlled assessments or coursework!

English Language
• Two exams based on non-fiction articles,
texts and writing from the 19th Century.
• Paper 1 1hr 45 Mins – Explorations in
creative writing and reading (50%)
• Paper 2 1hr 45 Mins – Writers’ viewpoints
and perspectives (50%)
• Creative writing based on informing,
describing, explaining, persuading and
arguing.
• Three speaking and listening tasks

English Literature
• Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century
Novel (40%)
• Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry (60%)
• The big change for literature is that the exams
are now ‘closed-book’; this means that
students must memorise the key quotations.

What texts are studied at Holbrook?

If there’s no controlled assessments, how am
I assessed?
• Students will have a ‘mock’ exam in the classroom at the end of every
half term.
• This will be graded based on the new criteria.
• This will be fed back to students and parents/carers so students know
exactly what grade they are working at.
• These will be completed under strict exam conditions.

SPaG
• The focus on spellings, punctuation and grammar is now much more
specific and students are awarded for the quality of their written
communication in both English Language and Literature.

What can parents do at home to help?
• Encourage students to be reading at home as much as possible. This
can include books, newspapers, online articles, magazines or anything
written using good quality language.
• Encourage students to complete home learning tasks to a good
standard; these tasks are always tailored to enhance learning.
• Encourage students to discuss current affairs
• Correct punctuation mistakes!

Revision Guides

And Finally!

Screen Time
• An extra hour a day of television, internet or computer game time in
Year 10 is linked to poorer grades at GCSE, a Cambridge University
study suggests.
• The researchers recorded the activities of more than 800 14-year-olds
and analysed their GCSE results at 16.
• Those spending an extra hour a day on screens saw a fall in GCSE
results equivalent to two grades overall.
• Activity monitored
• The researchers analysed the habits of 845 pupils from schools in
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk at the age of 14 years and six months.

Drama
• Students will be expected to attend live performances. They will need
to write about a live performance as part of their examination. More
information will follow about organised theatre visits.

Science
• Students in year 10 will continue to study science started in year 9
• They are studying the new course AQA Combined Science: Trilogy 8464
• Later in year 11 a decision will be made whether students are entered for
the separate science GCSE’s of Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
• The top set students will almost certainly be expected to take this
pathway.
• Revision guides (for those that have ordered one) will be arriving soon.

Science - Assessment
• Both science courses are linear, with all formal examinations being held at
the end of year 11.
• There are no controlled assessment (coursework) components.
• Both courses have a number of required practical experiments that
students must cover over the two years. These will be assessed in lessons.

The two options
Combined Science: Trilogy
• 2 exams for each Science – biology,
chemistry and physics
• Each exam is 1hour and 15 minutes
long
• Each exam is worth 70 marks
• Each exam is worth 16.7% of the
grade
• Each exam offered as Foundation
or Higher Tier
• Two GCSE grades awarded

Separate Sciences: Biology, Chemistry
& Physics
• 2 exams for each Science – biology,
chemistry and physics
• Each exam is 1hour and 45 minutes
long
• Each exam is worth 100 marks
• Each exam is worth 50% of the grade
• Each exam offered as Foundation or
Higher Tier
• Three GCSE grades awarded – one for
each science

Design Technology
• Ofqual are still yet to approve the Technical Award that Year 10
students have started to study.
• This was meant to have happened over the summer, but has been
delayed.
• Schools have been advised that they should continue to deliver the
practical elements.
• The skills learnt and developed in this area are directly transferable to
the Product Design GCSE so students are not being disadvantaged.

Year 10 and 11 French
Trip to Lille Christmas Market

MFL department
-The MFL department would like to offer a one day trip aimed at Year
10 and 11 French linguists to the Lille Christmas market on Monday
17th December 2018.
-The cost would be of about £90 per student.

-There are 22 spaces available (Priority would be given to French
linguists and then to German linguists.)
-Information letters will be sent out next week.

GCSE ART

How is the course assessed?
Component 1: Personal Portfolio
• This component is worth 60% of
the GCSE. A portfolio of work
based on tasks agreed with the
teacher makes up the work in
sketchbooks and loose final
pieces.

Component 2: Externally Set
Assignment (ESA)
• This component is worth 40% of
the GCSE. Preparatory studies
and personal outcome(s) based
on a theme set by Edexcel will
be produced during 8-10 weeks
before a 10 hour exam to make
the final piece.

Each component is assessed out of 72 marks against the four
Assessment Objectives. The teacher will marks the work, which is
then moderated by Edexcel.

• A01 Develop ideas through
investigations, demonstrating
critical understanding of sources

• AO3 Record ideas, observations
and insights relevant to
intentions as work progresses

• AO2 Refine work by exploring
ideas, selecting and
experimenting with appropriate
media, materials, techniques
and processes

• AO4 Present a personal and
meaningful response that
realises intentions and
demonstrates understanding of
visual language

Getting started
• Buy an A4 sketchbook
• Make sure you have a 2B or variety of B pencils, rubber
and some source of colours at home e.g. coloured
pencils, pastels, watercolours, poster paints.
• A list of materials to buy for the course such as paint
and pencils will be available from art in the next few
weeks.
• MAKE SURE EACH HOMEWORK IS SUBMITTED ON
TIME AS THESE ARE PART OF YOUR COURSEWORK!

Extra Curricular
• Try and encourage your child to take advantage of sports clubs and
other activities.
• Some subjects will run after school sessions and these will be
communicated to you via the usual methods.

Q&A
• What happens / is the possibility of changing a GCSE option
• Interested to know the coursework to exam ratio.
• Advice on the best textbooks and revision books to get to help my child prepare
for the new GCSEs
• What will be studied in English Literature? Would like to get the DVDs to help
with the books.

• When will the Science books arrive? (w/c 17th September)

Year 10 Work Experience
Monday 18th to Friday 22nd March 2019

Why we take part and the
importance of Work Experience
• School’s role in the process
• Role of Parents / Carers
• Expectations of students

Key points
•First time in a work environment
•Steep learning curve – new skills,
knowledge,

•Clarifies student’s thinking about
their future aspirations and pathways
•118 students to place this year, last
year 99% successful placements.

•Great experience
•Can often lead to a part-time job

•Placements linked to GCSEs, career
choice, interests and aspirations

How does it work?
There are two ways of securing your placement:1. Placements should be found and booked by you, ideally by the
student. Employer Liability Insurance will be needed from the
employer and ask them if they have a risk assessment for young
people at work.
Once confirmed, you then supply Mrs Tinker with all the information
that you have agreed. Mrs Tinker will then make contact with the
business to confirm all is in place.
There will be some paperwork to complete by parents.
OR

2. Students can link with an external company called Connect Education
& Business for a fee of £30. This fee gives you access to potential work
experience providers and includes the following checks to be
completed on your behalf:- risk assessment, suitability assessment of
the employer, an additional needs assessment (where appropriate) and
a safeguarding assessment, all of which are completed for your child's
placement before they attend.
It is entirely personal choice as to which option you choose.
The government website has lots of information regarding work
experience for school students as well as a myth buster - the link will be on
the letter home in the next few weeks.

Things for you to consider
• Support your child (but avoid taking over) - I am here to help.
• Talk to your child about your own experiences.
• Transport – Complete the journey in advance, look at your
options to get your child to the placement - you are liable for the
costs of the transport for the week.
• Clothing/lunch/working days and hours.
• Interview/meeting before hand.

Housekeeping
• Contracts – Workplace/School and Parent/Student
letter coming home next week - please return to me
ASAP, students cannot attend work experience without
parent/carer permission.
• Responsibilities – once placement confirmed.
• Issues or concerns.
• Emergency contact; Academy office, Holbrook Sports
Centre and Mrs Tinker.

And finally
• Ask me, I am here to help parents/carers
as well as students.

• I can be contacted by email or phone and I
will help and answer any questions or
queries that you may have.
• The sooner your child gets a placement
secured the better.

Key Staff
Form tutors: these are the first port of call for any issues that your child may
have.
Mr Hart – Assistant Head for Progress & Outcomes: if you have any concerns
over your child’s academic progress, you can contact me via the Academy
office.
Mrs Cooke – Assistant Head for Pastoral: you can contact Mrs Cooke if you
have any concerns regarding your child’s personal well-being at the Academy.
Mr Anstee-Parry – Assistant Head (SENCo): please contact Mr Anstee-Parry
with any queries surrounding Special Educational Needs.
Mrs Tinker – Curriculum & Progression Co-ordinator: Mrs Tinker deals with
work experience and Post 16 opportunities.
Mrs Percival: Exams Officer – if you have questions about examinations or
access arrangements, please see Mrs Percival.

