INFORMATION & GUIDANCE FOR
STUDENTS AND PARENTS/CARERS

Name ………………………………………………….

Dear Student,
You have now made the transition from KS3 to KS4 and are underway with your
two year GCSE courses.
The time between now and your final examinations in Year 11 will go very quickly.
Because of this it is really important that you make every effort to ensure that
everything you do brings you a step closer to success on results day.
This booklet is designed to help you to make the best possible start to your GCSE
courses and to take advantage of every opportunity that comes your way.
As you are studying different courses with different deadlines, it is essential that you
are a highly motivated and organised learner from the very start of this term. If
things get difficult we are here to help you in whatever way we can to ensure you
can continue to be successful.
To help you keep focused it is worth spending time setting targets and being
ambitious about your future. Your teachers and Tutors will guide you in this process
and will help you to review your progress at regular intervals.
The world of work is changing very rapidly and College and University places will be
harder to get, so every grade counts. Also remember that an enthusiastic,
hardworking and determined person will always be of value in the job market and
will find their way in life. Our mission is to ensure that you have not only the best
possible academic qualifications but also the flexible habits of mind you will need to
make your mark in our fast-changing modern world.
Year 10 will go by very quickly and you won’t be able to make up any time lost so
remember that every lesson, every day counts and ensure you remember that we
want to support you all to Enjoy and Achieve.
So our key message at the Academy is enjoy the next two years and aim high!
Dr Simon Letman

Expectations at Key Stage 4
Targets have been set based on your Key Stage 2 scores. The targets that are
set are minimum targets for you to achieve in every subject. Your teachers will,
periodically, alter your current grade to show the level you are working at. It is
important that you maintain a trajectory which will have you arriving at at least
your minimum target grade.
From September 2019, grades in all of your subjects will be shown as 9-1, with 9
being the top grade. Grade 5 will be positioned in the top third of the marks for
an old Grade C and bottom third of the marks for a current Grade B. Your further
education, or apprenticeship, provider will most likely expect to see that you have
achieved at least a Grade 4 in English and maths. Some universities are
discussing the idea of insisting on GCSE Grade 6 in the subjects you wish to
study, so it is vital that you achieve to the absolute best of your ability.
Your teachers can give you 3 different grades at each level ie at a ‘5’ grade you
can be either ‘5-’, ‘5’ or ‘5+-’.
· ‘5+’ means you should achieve a ‘5’ but could go up to a ‘6’ with a bit of extra
work and effort.
· ‘5' means you are working at a secure Grade 5.
· ‘5-' means you are currently working at a ‘5’ but you could drop down to a ‘4’,
therefore more effort is required.
Your aim is for your current grades to show that you are at the correct trajectory
to reach your minimum expected grade by the end of Key Stage 4. If your
current grade drops below this trajectory, then your teacher may ask you to do
some extra home learning or attend catch-up sessions to address any gaps you
may have in your knowledge. Teachers will also speak to parents/carers to keep
them informed of progress and/or under-performance.
You should feel able to discuss your grades with your teachers, your tutor or your
parents. If you have concerns around a particular area, you could also approach
Mr Hart who is responsible for the overall progress of students at Holbrook.
Your grades will be reviewed regularly at the Academy to ensure you are on
track to achieve your target grades. Parents/carers will be invited to at least two
Parents’ Evenings during Key Stage 4 to discuss your progress and regular
Progress Reports will be available on Go4Schools throughout each year.
During the first term of Year 11, students will take mock exams in all subjects.
These are important to enable teachers to monitor the progress you are making
in each subject and will help your teacher to understand what you need to do to
improve in the future.
There will always be support available for you from your subject teachers, form
tutor, Pastoral staff and Senior Leadership Team. If you every have a problem or
are worried, just ask someone and we will do all we can to help you.

Some Subject-Specific Advice
English (AQA)
Year 10 students will take the ‘new’ GCSEs which were introduced for the 2017
examinations. This means that students in Year 10 will no longer be awarded an A*
-U grade, but will instead be judged based on a new 1-9 system. Ofqual is yet to
announce exact equivalencies between the two grading systems, but as an
estimate an old style ‘C’ grade has previously been aligned with a new ‘5’ grade.
Further changes in the way English is assessed is the abolition of controlled
assessments; this means that students are judged purely on their performance in
examinations. At Holbrook Academy, students follow the AQA specification which
we feel offers a broad and interesting range of topics for students to study. The
requirements for AQA are as follows:
English Language:


Paper 1 1hr 45 Mins – Explorations in creative writing and reading (50%)



Paper 2 1hr 45 Mins - Writer’s viewpoints and perspectives (50%)

English Literature


Paper 1 – Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (40%)



Paper 2 – Modern Texts and Poetry (60%)

Students also take a Speaking and Listening exam, which has to be taken with
English Language, but counts as a separate qualification.
Furthermore, the focus on spellings, punctuation and grammar is now much more
specific and students are awarded for the quality of their written communication in
both English Language and Literature.
Central to success and enjoyment in English Language and Literature is full
participation in lessons. We expect all our students to work to the best of their
ability, aim to meet targets given, to stick to all deadlines and to read a variety of
texts in their own time, including newspapers and non-fiction - extra details on the
Academy website.

Mr Lay
Head of English

Maths (Edexcel)
The Maths Department have high expectations and standards for behaviour, attitude
and effort. We expect all students to work to the best of their ability and to take some
responsibility for their own progress.
Full participation in lessons is key to ensuring you enjoy and succeed at your Maths GCSE. We
will expect you to arrive to lessons ready to learn and fully equipped with a pen, pencil, ruler,
rubber and calculator. We will expect home learning tasks, including revision, to be done
diligently and on time.
At Holbrook Academy, we follow the Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics.
Edexcel GCSE (9-1) in Mathematics qualification at a glance:
Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Mathematics
The assessments will cover the following content headings:
1 Number
2 Algebra
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change
4 Geometry and measures
5 Probability
6 Statistics
Two tiers are available: Foundation and Higher. Each student is permitted to take assessments
in either the Foundation tier or Higher tier.
The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either
Foundation tier or Higher tier. Paper 1 – Non calculator (33.3%), Paper 2 – Calculator (33.3%),
Paper 3 – Calculator (33.3%).
Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.
Each paper has 80 marks.
All three papers must be at the same tier of entry and must be completed in the same
assessment series.
The content outlined for each tier will be assessed across all three papers. The qualification will
be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total mark across all three
papers where 9 is the highest grade.
Individual papers are not graded.
Foundation tier: grades 1 to 5.
Higher tier: grades 4 to 9 (grade 3 allowed).
Suggested websites for revision:
www.mymaths.co.uk
https://diagnosticquestions.com/
https://corbettmaths.com/
Individual logins will be provided for MyMaths and diagnostic questions.
Suggested revision books for higher and foundation tier students:
Target Grade 5 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Shape and Statistics Workbook
Target Grade 5 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Number and Algebra Workbook
Suggested revision books for higher tier students:
Target Grade 7 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Algebra and Shape Workbook
Target Grade 7 Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mathematics Number and Statistics Workbook

Science (AQA)
Science is without doubt the most fascinating subject on the
syllabus – we learn how our world works.
If you have an inquisitive and enquiring mind, you will enjoy the work and leave the
academy with a qualification that is highly valued by employers and in further
education establishments.
We offer two AQA courses which are ideally suited to our students and the
strengths of our Science department. The AQA ‘Trilogy’ scheme is designed to be
taught by subject specialists in each of the scientific disciplines.
Single award involves the separate study of Biology, Chemistry and Physics,
culminating in the award of a GCSE in each discipline (graded at 9 to 1).
Double award (AQA ‘Trilogy’ course) again involves the study of all three sciences,
but the final examinations result in the award of two GCSE grades for Science
(graded at 9 to 1).
At the end of Year 10, students will sit a mock exam which will help determine Year
11 sets and the possible tiers of entry (Foundation or Higher). Science sets may
change throughout the course of the year to best suit the students’ progress.
All examinations in Science will be at the end of Year 11, which means that pupils
will have to remember, and be able to use, all the content taught for the GCSE
course together with key ideas taught at KS3. There will no longer be any
coursework component in the award of GCSE Science grades.
The study of Science requires students to apply themselves fully to the topics, but
the rewards are worth the effort. Science is valued as a qualification in nonscientific studies or careers as good grades indicate that a person is able to analyse
data, apply mathematical concepts, draw logical conclusions, express themselves
coherently and has developed a range of general study skills.
Mr Moore
Head of Science
.

Art & Design (Edexcel)
The GCSE in Art and Design is an excellent opportunity for
you to acquire the ability to investigate, analyse and
experiment. You will work creatively using a variety of
techniques, materials and processes to develop your practical skills, visual
language and to express your ideas. You will explore concepts and themes,
which are personal to you, and have the opportunity to specialise in particular
disciplines to create a varied portfolio.
The GCSE in Art and Design consists of two Units: 60% coursework and
40% externally set exam. You will experience a variety of workshops
designed to build confidence and understanding of practical skills in a range
of media, which includes drawing, paint, sculpture, print, photography,
textiles and mixed media. You will produce work journals showing your
research, sustained investigations and development alongside a portfolio of
personal responses and outcomes.
Other skills that you will develop during the GCSE in Art and Design will be
communication, information technology, problem solving, reviewing to make
improvements, creative risk taking, independence and working with others.
The course will therefore enable you to develop transferable skills, which will
be beneficial in whatever you go on to do afterwards.
If you love Art and Design, are creative, enthusiastic and imaginative, the
work will be a pleasure!
Mrs Caston Cook
Art Department

Business (Edexcel)
The new 9-1 GCSE in Business is an exciting and fast moving subject which looks at the
way in which businesses start and operate to satisfy customers and make profits for
investors. You will be shown how business decisions are made and have the opportunity
to practise your own business decision making in the context of a variety of simulated
business situations. How would you set the price for a new games console? How would
you raise the capital finance to start your own business? How can a new idea be
protected? Which businesses provide good investment opportunities? Your business
decision making skills will gradually be improved and you will begin to understand
business articles in newspapers, become confident in assessing business opportunities
for yourself and discover a whole new area of study and possible careers for the future.
If you are able to show potential employers that you have an understanding of how the
business world works, especially in today’s economic climate, you make yourself a much
more attractive proposition. A sound knowledge of business can be applied to just about
any walk of life and can stand you in excellent stead for the future.
The course comprises two units of work.
Theme 1: Investigating small business
This is assessed by a written 1 ½ hour examination at the end of Year 11 and is worth
50% of the overall marks. You will study the following topics:
1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship – students are introduced to the dynamic nature of
business in relation to how and why business ideas come about. They also explore
the impact of risk and reward on business activity and the role of entrepreneurship.
1.2 Spotting a business opportunity – students will explore how new and small
businesses identify opportunities through understanding customer needs and
conducting market research. They will also focus on understanding the competition.
1.3 Putting a business idea into practice – this topic focuses on making a business idea
happen through identifying aims and objectives and concentrating on the financial
aspects.
1.4 Making the business effective – students will explore a range of factors that impact
on the success of the business, including location, the marketing mix and the
business plan.
1.5 Understanding external influences on business – students are introduced to a range
of factors, many of which are outside of the immediate control of the business, such
as stakeholders, technology, legislation and the economy. Students will explore how
businesses respond to these influences.
Students must draw on their knowledge and understanding of Theme 1 topics to apply a
range of quantitative skills relevant to business contexts. This includes calculations and
the interpretation, use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative data in business
contexts to support, inform and justify business decisions.
Continued ...

Business (Continued)
Theme 2: Building a business
This is assessed by a written 1 ½ hour examination at the end of Year 11 and is worth
50% of the overall marks. You will study the following topics:
2.1 Growing the business – students are introduced to methods of growth and how
and why business aims and objectives change as businesses evolve. The impact
of globalisation and the ethical and environmental questions facing businesses are
explored.
2.2 Making marketing decisions – students will explore how each element of the
marketing mix is managed and used to inform and make business decisions in a
competitive marketplace.
2.3 Making operational decisions – this topic focuses on meeting customer needs
through the design, supply, quality and sales decisions a business makes.
2.4 Making financial decisions – students will explore the tools a business has to
support financial decision making, including ratio analysis and the use and
limitation of a range of financial information.
2.5 Making human resource decisions – growing a business means that decisions
relating to organisational structure, recruitment, training and motivation need to be
made to influence business activity. These aspects are considered in this final
topic.
Both papers will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, short-answer and extendedwriting questions. Questions in Sections B and C will be based on business contexts
given in the paper. Calculators may be used in both examinations.

Mr Hart and Mr Clarke
Computer Science & Business Department

Computer Science (OCR)
The new 9-1 GCSE in Computer Science explores the components that make up
digital systems and how they communicate with one another. It will allow you to
understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer
science, called “computational thinking”. This is a collection of skills to do with
problem solving and will develop such skills as thinking creatively, analytically,
innovatively, logically and critically. Computer Science is unique in the way it
brings all these diverse skills together. It has been said that “computational
thinking is the skill of the 21st century.” Problem solving, solution design,
mathematical skills and coding are at the core of this subject.
The course comprises two examined units of work and a non-examined
programming project.
Component 1: Computer Systems
This is assessed by a written 1 ½ hour examination at the end of Y11 and is worth
50% of the overall marks. You will study the following topics; systems architecture;
memory; storage; wired and wireless networks; network topologies, protocols and
layers; system security; system software and ethical, legal, cultural and
environmental concerns.
Component 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
This is assessed by a written 1 ½ hour examination at the end of Y11 and is worth
50% of the overall marks. You will study the following topics; algorithms;
programming techniques; producing robust programs; computational logic;
translators and facilities of programming languages and data representation.
Programming project
This component does not contribute to your overall grade. In Year 10 you will
create programs using the high level Python programming language so you will be
ready to tackle the programming project task in Year 11. The task involves
investigation and analysis; solution design; development (coding the solution);
testing and evaluation; and you have 20 hours in lesson time to complete the set
task.
Mr Clarke
Computer Science and Business Department

Creative iMedia - Cambridge Nationals Certificate
Level 1/2 (OCR Cambridge Nationals)
Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia are media sector-focused, including film,
television, web development, gaming and animation, and has IT at its heart. They provide
knowledge in a number of key areas in this field from pre-production skills to digital
animation and have a motivating, hands-on approach to both teaching and learning. This
vocationally-related qualification takes an engaging, practical and inspiring approach to
learning and assessment. It will equip learners with a range of skills and provide
opportunities to develop, in context, transferable skills such as research, planning, and
review, working with others and communicating creative concepts effectively. The hands
on approach has strong relevance to the way young people use the technology required
in creative media.
It is an equivalent to a GCSE qualification. Unit and qualification results are awarded on a
7 grade scale with: Pass, Merit and Distinction at both Levels 1 and 2, and with a new
grading of Distinction* at Level 2 to inspire students to achieve more.
The course comprises two compulsory units of work, one of which is an exam written
paper and the other a controlled assessment task and are completed in Year 10. Two
further controlled assessment tasks will be completed in Year 11.
Unit R081: Pre-production skills
Planning is an essential part of working in the creative and digital media sector. This unit
will enable students to understand pre-production skills and techniques used in the sector,
as well as gain the knowledge and skills to create digital media products and explore their
application. It will also develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames,
deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process.
Content includes:
•
Understanding the purpose and content of pre-production
•
Being able to plan pre-production
•
Being able to produce and review pre-production documents.
This is assessed by a written 1 ¼ hour examination in Year 10 and is worth 25% of the
overall marks.
Unit R082: Creating Digital graphics
Digital graphics feature in many areas of our lives, and play a very important part in
today’s world. The digital media sector relies heavily on these visual stimulants within
products to communicate messages effectively. The aim of this unit is for students to
understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital media sector.
This unit builds on Unit R081.





Content includes: Understanding the purpose and properties of digital graphics and
knowing where and how they are used
Being able to plan the creation of a digital graphic
Having the knowledge to create new digital graphics, using a range of editing
techniques
Being able to review a digital graphic against a specific brief

This is assessed through a controlled assessment task in Year 10 and you will be given
10 hours to complete the task. It is worth 25% of the overall marks.
Continued ...

Creative iMedia - Cambridge Nationals Certificate
Level 1/2 (Continued)

Other Units
In Year 11, you will complete two more controlled assessment tasks, each taking 10
hours to complete the task and each worth 25% of the overall marks. The two units
have yet to be decided but could include:





Creating a multipage website
Digital photography
Creating a digital animation
Designing a game concept
Mr Hart and Mr Clarke
Computer Science & Business Department

Drama (OCR)
Drama gives students the opportunity to explore the subject from
a range of perspectives by devising their own, original work; by
bringing to life the work of a playwright; as theatre reviewers, developing their own
thoughts on what makes drama and theatre successful; and as creative artists building
and bringing a character to life through exploration and rehearsal.
We do encourage GCSE Drama students to be involved with the school show in some
way as performers, designers, technical support or organisation. This builds their
skills, experience, confidence plus they have lots of fun!
Students can choose to be assessed as either a performer or as a designer in the non
-exam components which means that students have the choice to complete the
course as a performer, as designer or through a combination of both roles. Design
roles include:




Lighting
Sound
Staging / props
Costume & make up

The course consists of three components:

01/02 Devising Drama (Non-exam assessment) - 60 marks / 30%

Learners will research and explore a stimulus, work collaboratively and create their
own devised drama.


03 Presenting and Performing Texts (Non-exam assessment) - 60 marks / 30%

Learners develop and apply theatrical skills in acting or design by presenting a
showcase of two extracts from a performance text. The text chosen will support the
skill set of the class.


04 Drama: Performance and Response (Exam assessment) - 80 marks / 40%

Learners will explore practically a performance text to demonstrate their knowledge
and understanding of drama. This is one from a prescribed list from the exam board:







Blood Brothers – Willy Russell
Death of a Salesman – Arthur Miller
Find Me – Olwen Wymark
Gizmo – Alan Ayckbourn
Kindertransport – Diane Samuels
Missing Dan Nolan – Mark Wheeller
Misterman – Enda Walsh

Learners will also analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance. As part of the
course, students will have the chance to visit the theatre and/or watch touring
performance companies who come to school. In addition, students are encouraged to
see performances to build up their skills.
Miss Shelley
Drama Department

Food Preparation and Nutrition (Eduqas)
Over the next two years you will study all aspects of food preparation
and nutrition. We will be completing a lot of practical sessions but
there is also theory and project work to be completed as well. I
would suggest that you try to cook at home at least once a week. This will allow you
to practice your skills and give you confidence.
It is important that you are well organised and remember to bring ingredients and
clean chef whites every time you cook. Chef whites can be purchased from school
and must be kept in good condition. Make sure you put your name in them as they
often get left behind in DT3.
Students would benefit from purchasing a copy of Eduqas GCSE Food Preparation
and Nutrition (Illuminate Publishing ISBN 978-1-908682-85-7) or Eduqas GCSE
Food Preparation and Nutrition Revision Guide (ISBN 978-1-908682-87-1). This
can be purchased from Amazon or Waterstones.
As well as a folder, you will need a book you can use to collect recipes in and a
container to transport food between home and school as these cannot be provided.
No nail varnish or jewellery to be worn when completing practicals and please
remember to tie up long hair.
Throughout year 10 and 11 you will have to work to deadlines for assessed
practical and coursework projects. It is very important that you use your time well
both in class and at home. Project work and evaluations need to be written straight
after completing practical sessions when they are fresh in your mind, not three
weeks after. Folders need to be kept in good condition and as complete as
possible. These notes will form the basis of your revision for year 10 and 11.
There is one final exam at the end of year 11, based on work studied over the two
years - this is worth 50% of the final grade.
Students will complete two practical assessed controlled tasks in Year 11, each
supported by a small folder of work. Both these assessed controlled tasks are
worth 50% of the final grade.
Task 1 (15%) requires students to investigate the working characteristics, function
and chemical properties of ingredients.

Task 2 (35%) requires students to plan, prepare, cook and present a selection of
dishes to meet particular requirements.
Finally good attendance is essential to ensure you study all aspects of the
specification.
Ms Jenkins
Head of Design and Technology

Foreign Languages (AQA)
The GCSE courses in French and German require students to be able to work
independently. Students will need their own bilingual dictionary and, if possible,
should listen to French or German music and watch French or German TV and
films. Access to educational websites such as www.linguascope.com and
www.languagesonline.org.uk would also be very helpful.
Throughout years 10 and 11, students will need to meet home learning deadlines
on a regular basis, and this will often mean learning vocabulary or completing
reading and writing tasks. Students will need to be able to organise their own time
effectively in order to meet deadlines.
We follow the AQA GCSE courses in French and German, and these cover three
themes: Identity and culture (relationships, technology, hobbies and customs),
Local, national, international and global areas of interest (home, health,
environment, social issues and travel), and Current and future study and
employment (school, university, work experience and careers).
Assessment, all at the end of Year 11, is as follows:
Listening: a terminal exam of 35-45 mins, assessing the understanding of
different types of spoken language, worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.
Speaking: a terminal exam of 7-12 mins with the classroom teacher, assessing
spoken communication for a variety of purposes, worth 25% of the final GCSE
grade.
Reading: a terminal exam of 45-60 mins, assessing the understanding of different
types of written language, worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.
Writing: a terminal exam of 60-75 mins, assessing effective written
communication for a variety of purposes, worth 25% of the final GCSE grade.

Mrs Clémence Jacobs
Mr Maison Urwin
Modern Foreign Languages

Geography (AQA)
“So many of the world’s current issues – at a global scale and locally –
boil down to geography and need the geographers of the future to help
us understand them.”
Michael Palin, 2011.
When studying Geography, students will travel the world from their classroom,
exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, higher income countries (HICs),
newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income countries (LICs). Topics of
study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power
and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to
understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, values and
attitudes.
The course comprises 3 units of work which are examined at the end of Year 11.
Unit 1: Living with the physical environment – 35%
of your final grade (1 hr 30 minutes)
The unit begins by examining the challenge of natural
hazards, such as earthquakes, tropical storms and
extreme weather in the UK. We then move on to study
the living world, looking at ecosystems, tropical
rainforests and desert environments. The final section of
this unit focusses on UK landscapes and includes the
formation and changes in our coastlines and rivers.
Unit 2: Challenges in the human environment 35% of your final grade (1 hr 30 minutes)
The unit starts out by introducing students to urban
areas around the globe, ranging from mega cities to
squatter settlements in Rio de Janeiro. Then, closer
to home, we will look at the changes in urban areas
of the UK and study urban regeneration and
environmental challenges in London. We then move
on to study uneven development around the globe, the newly-emerging economy of
Nigeria and changes to the UK economy. The last section of the unit will focus on
managing global resources, with a focus on water supply.
Unit 3 – Geographical applications – 30% of your final grade (1 hr 15 minutes)
This final unit is new for 2016 and it replaces the old Controlled Assessment unit.
Geographical applications involves answering a series of questions about
contemporary geographical issues, leading to a more extended piece of writing
which will involve an evaluative judgement. Two fieldwork projects will also take
place in contrasting environments to show an understanding of both human and
physical geography. Students will be expected to answer questions in the exam
about their individual projects as well as questions based on the use of fieldwork
materials from an unfamiliar context.
Please see Miss Cook if you have any questions.
Mrs Love
Geography Department

History (AQA)
An inspired choice - Well done!
There are 4 units to the GCSE History course:American West 1840-1895 – You will study the environment of the Great
Plains, the lives of the Native American Indians and the conflict caused as
settlers moved west.
Medicine through time – you will study medicine from ancient times to the
present day. Topics studied will include public health, battle against disease,
surgery and the impact of the great medical individuals like Pasteur and
Jenner.

Conflict and tension 1918-1939 – you will study the Versailles treaty, League
of Nations and peacekeeping, rise of the Nazis and the outbreak of World War
Two.
Elizabethan England 1568–1603 – you will study Elizabeth’s court, life in
Elizabethan times, troubles at home and abroad and the historic environment of
Elizabethan England.
Assessment
100% examination. You will sit 2 papers at the end of Year 11. Each paper will
last for 1hr 45 minutes.

Top Tip
Get your head around the subject knowledge. There is a lot of content in
History so revise early.
Mr Barrett runs revision sessions every Wednesday after school.
Mr Barrett
Dr Letman
History Department

Music (Edexcel)
The GCSE Music course follows the Edexcel syllabus and will build your skills as
a musician, develop you as a performer, as well as increasing your knowledge of
music through focused listening and composition work.
The course comprises of four areas of study with two set works in each set out below:
Area of Study
Instrumental Music
1700–1820

Vocal Music

Music for Stage and
Screen

Fusions

Set works
J S Bach: 3rd Movement from Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 in D major
L van Beethoven: 1st Movement from Piano Sonata no. 8 in C minor
‘Pathétique’
H Purcell: Music for a While
Queen: Killer Queen (from the album ‘Sheer Heart Attack’)
S Schwartz: Defying Gravity (from the album of the cast recording of Wicked)
J Williams: Main title/rebel blockade runner (from the soundtrack to Star Wars
Episode IV: A New Hope)
Afro Celt Sound System: Release (from the album ‘Volume 2: Release’)
Esperanza Spalding: Samba Em Preludio (from the album ‘Esperanza’)

Below, shows how each unit you have to complete is assessed. The marks awarded for each
unit will be added together to form your final mark:



Component 1: Performing
Component 2: Composing
Component 3: Appraising

30% of the qualification (60 marks)
30% of the qualification (60 marks)
40% of the qualification (80 marks)

There is an emphasis on performing and it is expected that you practice your instrument on a
regular basis, in and out of school. This is to ensure you achieve the highest marks in your
assessments. Your performances will have to be recorded and can be done at any time
throughout the course. Your combined performances must last for at least four minutes. Your
solo performance must be at least one minute in duration and may comprise one or more
pieces. Your ensemble performance must be at least one minute in duration, and may
comprise one or more pieces. Each performance will be out of 30 marks.
You are required to compose two pieces of music of at least three minutes combined duration.
One composition is a brief set by the exam board and the other is a free composition set by
you. Each composition will be out of 30 marks. You have access to all the equipment in the
department to enable you to do this. Each composition has to be completed within a set time
under controlled conditions in which your teacher has to be present. You will develop your
skills of having to work independently in order to get the most out of yourself and the course.
Component three requires you to answer questions under exam conditions. The paper is
made up of two sections and is out of a total of 80 marks. Section A focuses on the areas of
study, dictation, and unfamiliar pieces. Six questions will be related to six of the eight set
works and one short melody/rhythm completion exercise.
Section B will ask you to compare and/or evaluate the musical elements, musical contexts and
musical language of one set work with one unfamiliar piece of music.
Joining one of the school ensembles will help you to improve your music skills, alternatively
you may wish to start your own band. The more music you can get involved with during the
course, the better your chance of getting the highest grades for each part of the exam.
Remember to keep an open mind to everything you study and enjoy the experience of learning
something new about music each lesson!
Mr McGlone
Head of Music

Physical Education (Edexcel)
GCSE
The GCSE PE course consists of four separate components:
 Component 1 Fitness and Body Systems
(36%)
 Component 2 Health and Performance
(24%)
 Component 3 Practical Performance
(30%)
 Component 4 Personal Exercise Programme (10%)
Component 1 Fitness and Body Systems and Component 2 Health and Performance
are written examinations worth 60% of the course.
Component 3 Practical Performance and Component 4 Personal Exercise Programme
are worth 40% of the course.
There are two theory papers at the end of Year 11:Paper 1, 1hr 45mins, covering the topics listed below:
Topic 1 Applied anatomy and physiology
Topic 2 Movement analysis
Topic 3 Physical Training
Topic 4 Use of data
Paper 2, 1hr 15mins, covering the topics listed below:
Topic 1 Health, fitness and wellbeing
Topic 2 Sport psychology
Topic 3 Socio-cultural influences
Topic 4 Use of data
For theory lessons the students will need to bring their books, keep up to date with
revision notes and complete all homework.
The practical section involves the students being assessed in their three strongest
sports. There are certain restrictions as to which combinations can be assessed, but
this very rarely affects our students. These practical examinations take place around
Easter time in Year 11. The practical sports can be ones which we cover in lessons
but also activities which are done outside of school, ranging from Horse Riding to
Swimming. For a full list please see the Edexcel website or speak to the PE
department.
There is a controlled assessment, called the Personal Exercise Plan, which the
students will complete in Year 10/11. This involves planning and carrying out a six
week training programme using our fitness gym. This is then written up as coursework.
CORE PE
The core PE lessons build upon the work done in Key Stage 3 and aim to support the
GCSE course. Students will need to make sure that they have the appropriate PE kit
for all of their lessons.
Ideally all students should do 5 hours of PE / sport activity a week.
Mr Bartholomew
Mr Woods
Mrs Saunders
Physical Education Department

Product Design (AQA)
Product Design enables students to design and make products with creativity and
originality, using a range of materials and techniques. Main materials used are
paper & card, wood, plastic and textiles.
The main aim of the work carried out during Year 10 will be to develop your
practical skills and technical knowledge. You will be given a subject textbook which
will primarily be used for reference during class work and home learning will be set
from them during Year 10.
The course has a controlled assessment (60%) and one written exam (40%) in
Year 11. The controlled assessment will not start until the end of Year 10 and
consists of approximately 20 pages of folder work and a 20 hour practical
task. Before that you will undertake a series of short practice projects, these will be
structured to reflect the examination board’s coursework requirements and will be
assessed using the same criteria. These projects will be in a variety of materials to
develop a working knowledge and support theory for the final exam.
Throughout Year 10 and 11, the DT department expects a high level of behaviour, a
degree of independency, responsible and considerate of a quiet working
environment, respect for the resources and equipment provided and particularly
other students’ work. In the workshop specific safety rules also need to be
followed. During practical lessons aprons should be worn at all times and long hair
should be tied back at all times. When you are using workshop machinery and heat
treatment equipment or even watching these activities, goggles/face masks should
be worn. Appropriate footwear is required at all times in the workshop.

There will be an informal seating plan that requires a maximum of 4 students per
bench; this is to allow you space to work safely.
Final controlled assessment practical projects may require the purchase of
additional materials. This will be discussed with parents and students prior to the
design stage at the end of Year 10.
Mr Xenakis
Product Design

Religious Studies (AQA)
This specification is a combination of in-depth exploration into Christian and
Buddhist beliefs and practices and thematic study. The students will develop
excellent knowledge and understanding of religious theology in a modern day
context, applying teaching to themes such as crime and punishment, Human
Rights, life, peace and conflict. Each paper is worth 50% of the total marks (1 hour
45 minutes each paper).
You will need to be an attentive listener and a thoughtful talker to make the most of
our discussion lessons, conscientious about completing homework and keeping
your written work organised, keen to learn and willing to practise new exam
techniques. You will need to think for yourself, research and present your opinions
and findings – all useful transferable skills.
Students consistently achieve great results in Religious Studies but time passes
quickly. Make sure you get to every lesson. I’ll see you there!
Mr Anstee-Parry
Religious Studies

Successful Learning
You have already built a bank of study skills throughout Key Stage 3. During Years
10 and 11, you will find you need all of these …. and more!
Whereas in Key Stage 3, your teachers organised lots of your learning, in the upper
school, you have more of an opportunity to work independently; particularly in self
study time after school. We encourage you to make the most of all of your learning
time in lessons, in extra study sessions and during your independent study time at
home. Study is different to home learning.
You should take ownership of your learning but remember that we are here to
support you. You will also find lots of support from friends and family around you.
Make sure you let people know how you are coping and if you need support.
All of your final examinations will test knowledge and skills developed over two
years. Re-visiting and revising over the course will be excellent preparation for your
exams. Last minute ‘cramming’ is stressful and often ineffective.
Your GCSE years will go by very quickly. Remember, that every lesson and every
day counts towards your overall success.
Miss Shelley
Deputy Headteacher

Home Learning - The Role of the Student


To become familiar with the course requirements provided by the teacher.



To organise a study timetable to ensure equal coverage of subjects and avoid
any last minute panics.



To access the support and extra-curricular opportunities provided by teachers.



To listen to home learning instructions in class and to ask if they do not
understand.



To copy down instructions for the task and the deadline date into their student
planner.



To ensure that home learning is completed and handed in to meet the deadline.



To attempt all work to the best of their ability.



To inform the class teacher of any difficulties.

Comments from previous Year 10 students
Start concentrating.
The work counts
towards your
GCSEs.

Get your homework done.
Be organised.
Get plenty of sleep, because
you’ll need to work hard.
Keep on top of your work and
don’t worry. Don’t leave it until
the last minute.

Try your hardest.
Remember to revise
properly for exams.
Re-sits are just as hard, if
not more so.

Stay focused it’ll all be
worth it in the

I thought that Year 10 was going to be just as easy as 7, 8 and 9
but in Year 10 you will have to buckle down because everything
you do is important to help you in Year 11. My advice is if you
get assessment tasks, make sure you space it out and do a little
bit a day. The worst thing to do is try and do a long essay to be
handed in the next day.

“Revise a lot. Good luck!”.

Dear Year 10 Student

This section contains important information about your Controlled
Assessments and exams: please read it carefully.
You will sit your external exams at the end of the course, in May and
June 2020. Before your external exams begin, you will be given a
Statement of Entry, listing the exams for which you are entered, and
your exam timetable. Please check these carefully; if you think they are
incorrect speak to the Mrs Percival, Exams Officer, as soon as possible.
When you are satisfied that your Statement of Entry is correct, a parent
or carer must complete the reply slip, which must then be returned to
the Exams Officer by the specified deadline. A text will be sent to
parents/carers to inform them that these documents have been issued
to you.
Although you will not sit external exams until the end of your course,
you will be undertaking Controlled Assessments and mock
examinations throughout the next two years. These are very important:
the marks from your controlled assessments count towards your final
exam grades. Your teachers will notify you of the dates of these
assessments, which will be conducted in classrooms, in accordance
with exam board regulations. Your mock examination results help you
teachers plan additional learning opportunities. The results are also
included in interim references in Year 11.
The most important Exam Rule is ’Talk to the Exams Officer’ who is
there to help you. If you have ANY questions or problems, before,
during or after your exam, talk to the Exams Officer. We will do
everything possible to provide you with the conditions which will allow
you to achieve your full potential; but we cannot do this without your
help.

We wish you every success in all your endeavours.
Miss Shelley
Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Percival
Examinations Officer

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT/COURSEWORK
Controlled Assessments are coursework undertaken in a supervised environment.
Dates for all Controlled Assessments can be found in the Academy Calendar. The
following list gives the percentage of marks that Controlled Assessments contribute
to total marks.
Subjects with 20-25 per cent controlled assessment
Creative iMedia (25%)
Subjects with 40-60 per cent controlled assessment
Art and Design
Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%)
Design and Technology (60%)
Music (60%)
Physical Education (40%)


You will be given details about controlled assessment dates and deadlines by
your subject teachers; these usually take place in a classroom during a normal
timetabled lesson. It is vital that you attend for these assessments as all marks
count towards your final grade: you will not achieve your target grade if you do
not complete Controlled Assessments to the best of your ability.



Exam boards have rules and regulations relating to Controlled Assessments.
Please ensure that you read the Information for Candidates regarding Controlled
Assessments at the back of this booklet. Your attention is drawn to the section
on plagiarism: awarding bodies are particularly vigilant at spotting plagiarism in
Controlled Assessments. You will be asked to sign an authentication statement
which confirms that the work you have submitted is your own. Various checks
on the authenticity of submitted work are in place, and the penalties for cheating
are severe.

Before the examinations - things to check
Statement of Entry
Your Statement of Entry will list the subjects you are entered for. It will also list the
price the Academy pays for each entry.
Please check carefully that all the information on your Statement of Entry is correct
and complete: it is your responsibility to notify the Exams Officer of any errors or
omissions. The accompanying form must then be signed and returned to the Exams
Officer by the specified deadline.

Exam Timetable


You must check your timetable carefully to ensure you arrive on the correct day,
at the correct time, for each exam. Allowance cannot be made for candidates
who misread their timetable.



Your exams may be at a different time or location to other members of your
subject group. Do not refer to a friend’s timetable. If you lose your timetable, or
are unsure of the details of any exam, please check with the Exams Officer.



If you have more than one exam timetabled for the same time, please speak to
the Exams Officer as soon as possible. She will make arrangements for you to
sit each of the exams.

Candidate Number, UCI and ULN


Your candidate number (or exam number) is a four figure number allocated to
you by the school. This number will be shown on your Statements of Entry, your
individual timetable and your Statement of Results. Each time you sit an exam
you will find a place card on your desk which lists your name and candidate
number. You will be asked to write this on each exam paper.



You also have a UCI (Unique Candidate Identifier) - this is a unique number
which you will be asked to quote if you continue your education at another
institution.



The ULN, is your Unique Learner Number. It is a 10-digit reference number
which you will retain throughout your life to access your Personal Learning
Record (PLR), whatever your level of learning and wherever you choose to
participate in education, training and learning. The data you have supplied to
the school will be used by the Chief Executive of Skills Funding to issue you with
a ULN, and to create your PLR. Further details of how your information is
processed and shared can be found at www.learningrecordsservice.org.uk/
privacynotice

During the Examination Season
ABSENCE
You must attend all the exams you have been entered for, as shown on your individual
timetable, but if you do experience any difficulties during the examination period, such as
illness or personal problems, please inform the Academy as early as possible, in order for
us to help or to give advice.
If you will be absent from an exam for any reason, you must phone the Academy before the
start time of the exam (01473 328015 (Sports Centre open from 7.00am) or the main office
on 328317) In the case of illness, it is essential that you obtain a doctor’s letter or complete
a self-certification form which must be handed in to the Exams Officer within 2 days of the
exam.
Where a student fails to attend an exam without a valid reason the Academy reserves the
right to charge parents the entry fees (listed on the Statement of Entry).
CALCULATORS
Calculators may be used in most exams; your subject teacher will tell you if they are
prohibited. You MUST bring your own calculator if you need one. Cases, lids or covers
must not be brought into the exam room.
CONDUCT IN THE EXAM ROOM
You are under exam conditions from the moment you enter the exam room to the moment
you leave it.
Respect other candidates’ right to sit their exams undisturbed: do not communicate in any
way (not just talking) with or disturb other students.
Always face the front. Do not turn around.
Should you require any assistance please raise your hand clearly and wait for an invigilator
to attend to you.
You are not allowed to leave the exam room unescorted until the end of the exam.
At the end of the exam you will be dismissed one row at a time. You must leave in silence.
Do not talk until you are well away from the exam room as other students may still be
working.

Anyone found guilty of breaking any exam regulation (including the use of offensive
language or drawings) will be subject to the penalties imposed by the exam boards. These
include a reduction in marks, withdrawal from the exam, and being barred from being
entered for exams for a set period of time - this can include ‘A’ level exams and your Driving
Theory Test.
Do not write on or in any way damage the desks: any candidate doing so will be charged for
the cost of repairing the damage.

EQUIPMENT
Candidates must provide all their own equipment. Only black pens must be used in all
answer booklets. All rough work must be done in the answer booklet provided and should
then be neatly crossed out (it may help your marks). Tippex must not be used. Please refer
to the list of equipment in the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section at the back of this
booklet.
EXAMINATION REGULATIONS
It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself with the awarding bodies’ ‘Information for
Candidates for Written Examinations’ - a copy is included in this booklet. The Academy must
report any breach of regulations to the awarding body.
LOCATION OF EXAMS
A separate timetable will be displayed on the notice board in the corridor to the Science
block, listing the location of each exam. In most cases, exams take place in the Old Gym or
the Community Room, but there will be times when other rooms are used. Please check this
timetable before each exam and allow yourself enough time to go to the correct room.
MOBILE TELEPHONES, PAGERS, ELECTRONIC ORGANISERS ETC.
Mobile telephones, pagers and other electronic means of communication (including iPods,
MP3/4 players, smart watches and other products with text/digital facilities) or electronic
organisers must be switched off and handed in to the invigilators at the beginning of the
exam: you can collect your phone at the end of the exam.

Please be aware that if a mobile telephone etc is found in your
possession during an exam or quarantine, EVEN IF YOU DID NOT
INTEND TO USE IT, it will be taken from you and the appropriate
awarding body will be informed. Candidates found guilty of breaking
this rule will be subject to a range of penalties which include
disqualification from the subject concerned.

PROHIBITED MATERIALS
The following items must not be brought into any exam room:







Mobile phones, MP3/4 players etc (as listed above);
Pencil cases, unless they are clear;
Calculator cases, lids or covers;
Books (unless they are set texts for a specific examination), notes or other printed
materials;
Water bottles with labels;
Bags.

Question papers:
Read all the instructions on the exam paper and refer back to them if necessary. If you
answer the wrong questions, or answer questions in the wrong section, this cannot be put
right after the exam has finished and may seriously affect your grade. Be aware that there
are sometimes blank pages in the middle of exam booklets which are meant to be there,
these will be labelled ‘BLANK PAGE’: do not assume that this is the end of the paper;
students have been known to leave out whole questions.
Check that you have been given the correct exam paper - mistakes do happen. If you
think that you have been given the wrong paper, raise your hand; if you are not
satisfied by the invigilator’s response, ask to speak to the Exams Officer.
If you finish the exam early, check your work through thoroughly. Sit quietly until you are
dismissed by the invigilator - show consideration for those students who are still working.
Special consideration:
If you feel that your performance in an exam has been affected by any event please let the
Exams Officer know - you can speak to her in complete confidence. In certain circumstances
she will be able to apply for Special Consideration for you, which can result in a small
increase in your mark.
Start times:
The start time for each exam is listed on your individual timetable. Morning exams will usually
begin at 9.30am, afternoon exams will usually begin at 1.30pm, but please check your
timetable to confirm this.
Most exams will finish in time for candidates to return home on school transport, but
please check your exam timetable to see if you need to make alternative arrangements.
Please remember to include any extra time to which you are entitled.
Candidates should be ready to enter the exam room at least 10 minutes before the listed start
time of each exam.
For large exams taking place in Old Gym, please line-up in the playground, as per the seating
plan.
If you arrive more than 1 hour after the published start of an exam (10.00am or 2.30pm)
which lasts for more than 1 hour, or after the published finishing time for exams lasting less
than 1 hour, the exam board may refuse to mark your paper .
Valuables:
The Academy accepts no liability for items of value, such as money or mobile phones that are
left in bags. We recommend that you do not bring valuables into the Academy when you
have exams.
Water:
You are permitted to bring water into the exam room; this must be in a clear bottle with any
label removed.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What do I do if I have an accident or am ill before the exam?
Inform the Academy as soon as possible so that we can help or advise you. In the case of an accident that
means you are unable to write, it may be possible to provide you with a scribe to write your answers for you,
but we need as much notice as possible.

What happens if I arrive late for an exam?
You must report to the Academy office. A member of staff will then escort you to the exam room. You must
not enter an exam room unaccompanied once an exam has started. Please ensure that you allow enough
time to get to the Academy.

What happens if the school bus is delayed?
If possible phone the Academy for advice (the Sports Centre, 01473 328015, is open from 7.00am).

If I miss the examination can I take it on another day?
No. Timetables are published by the exam boards and you must attend on the stated date and time.

How will I know where to sit?
A seating plan will be posted outside the exam room and on the noticeboard in the corridor to the Science
block. Please check this carefully to see where you will be sitting. A place card listing your name and
candidate number will be on your desk. Do not damage this card, as it will be used for all exams.

How do I know how long the exam is?
The length of the examination is shown in minutes on your individual timetable under the heading ‘duration’.
The invigilators will instruct you when to start and finish the exam. The finish time of the exam will be
written on a flip chart or board at the front of the exam room and there will be a clock in the exam room.

What equipment should I bring?










at least 2 black pens.
scientific calculator (for science and some maths exams)
30cm ruler
HB pencil
pencil sharpener
rubber
protractor (for maths exams)
pair of compasses (for maths exams)
coloured pencils (not gel pens)

You are responsible for providing your own equipment and you may be at a disadvantage if you fail to bring
the correct items. You may use a see-through pencil case or a clear plastic bag to carry your equipment.

What do I do if I think I have the wrong paper?
Before the exam starts, the invigilators will ask you to check that you have the correct paper. If you think
something is wrong, put your hand up and tell the invigilator immediately; if you are not satisfied by their
response, ask to speak to the Exams Officer.

Can I leave the exam early?
No: it is Academy policy that all candidates should remain in the exam room for the full duration of each
exam.

Can I go to the toilet during the exam?
Yes; raise your hand and you will be escorted to the toilet by an invigilator.

Why do I need to check the details on my Statement of Entry?
The details on your Statement of Entry will be used when certificates are printed. If the name or date of
birth on your exam certificates does not match your birth certificate it could cause you problems if you are
asked to show your certificates to a potential employer or for college/university at some time in the future.
You should also check that the subjects and tiers of entry are correct and that no subjects are missing.

