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7th March 2018 
 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Staffing changes 
 
I am writing to inform you of a number of staff changes which have either very recently taken 
effect or are about to take effect after Easter. 
 
Firstly, in the Maths Department, Mr du Toit left the Academy at half-term to take up a post at 
another school. Mr du Toit taught part-time and had classes in all Year Groups. He will be 
replaced by Mrs Kirstie Cook who lives locally and is a very experienced classroom teacher. 
Mrs Cook currently works at Stoke High School, having formerly been Head of Department 
there. Due to her current contractual commitments, Mrs Cook cannot join the Academy until 
after Easter, and so for the next few weeks we are obliged to use the services of local agency 
staff. However, please be assured that this is only a temporary arrangement and we have 
ensured that the staff we are using in the interim are of a high standard. 
 
Secondly, two of our part-time Modern Languages teachers, Mrs Townsend and Mrs Graves, 
are leaving the Academy at the end of this term to pursue other interests. However, Mrs 
Townsend will continue to teach her Year 11 French set until the GCSE course has been 
completed and students have taken their examinations.  
 
As part of a restructuring of the Languages Department, we have replaced these two part-
time staff with one full-time Head of Languages. Mrs Clemence Jacobs, has been teaching 
Languages at the Royal Hospital School for the last ten years and we are fortunate to have 
secured the services of another very high calibre teacher. 
 
We continue to hear in the media about the national problem we face with teacher 
recruitment, particularly in rural areas like ours. However, our very high standards and 
success over recent years means that Holbrook bucks this trend. We count ourselves very 
fortunate that even in this very challenging climate, we continue to attract high calibre 
applicants for our advertised posts, demonstrating, reassuringly, that very good teachers 
want to work at very good schools. 
 
Should you have any concerns or questions about these staff changes then please do not 
hesitate to contact me personally. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Dr Simon Letman 
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