
Notes from the School Council Meeting held in the LRC on Monday, 2nd October 2017 

A list of student attendees is provided at Annex. 1 

Also in attendance: Dr Letman (Head) Mrs Hazlewood (Governor), Mr Marsh (Governor) 

1. Dr Letman welcomed the new members of the Council and their badges were awarded by 

the Head Boy and Head Girl. In the interests of continuity, the members would be in post for 

the whole academic year. The Council was a vital part of the student voice within the academy 

and an opportunity for students to contribute to and influence policy making. 

2. Dr Letman reflected back on the main issues that last year’s Council had debated and offered 

views on last year, these included school uniform, the standard of catering and the state of 

toilet facilities (mainly male).  

3. Uniform – members of the Council unanimously felt that compulsory wearing of school 

jumpers within the school should be dropped. Strong arguments were offered about how 

uncomfortable they could be when it was warm in the classrooms/corridors. Dr Letman stated 

that he was keen for students to look as smart as possible but he accepted that comfort for 

learning was also very important. Teachers have had the discretion to allow students to 

remove their jumpers since the start of term. Following the presentation of reasonable 

and persuasive arguments from all sections of the Council, Dr Letman stated that the 

compulsory wearing of jumpers around the academy would be dropped with 

immediate effect. He stated that staff would still have high expectations of pupils’ 

appearance, particularly in respect of shirts being tucked in and ties being work and 

that students in positions of responsibility would be expected to support staff when it 

came to this. 

4. Food in the canteen – a number of views were expressed on this subject. Students who were 

vegetarian felt that there was limited choice and another felt that ‘cold’ meal deals should be 

offered as well as hot options. Following a number of very helpful comments, it was 

decided to elect a small Sub-Committee of the Council to meet with the Catering 

Manager on a regular basis to discuss students’ views. Those nominated were: Henry 

Todd (Year 7), Jaimie Shand-Brown (Year 8), Freya Howlett) Year 9) and Jack Brett 

(Year 10). Dr Letman would arrange the meetings and would inform members of the 

committee when they were. 

5. Toilets – Dr Letman asked for views on how we could discourage male students from wilfully 

damaging property in the toilets. This was in response to a complaint that soap was not 

provided in the toilets. Dr Letman stated that it was, but that individuals unknown chose to 

flush it down the toilet or throw it into the urinal. He stated that soap dispensers and toilet 

paper dispensers had been provided when the toilets were refurbished some years ago, but 

these were repeatedly smashed at a cost of £80 per unit plus fitting costs. A range of possible 

solutions was discussed, including increasing CCTV coverage, additional cleaners and 

researching how other schools dealt with similar problems. Dr Letman stated that the most 

important thing was to work together to change the culture of the minority of students who 

caused the damage and that we all had a responsibility to contribute to this. He agreed to 

carry out research and report back. Members of the Council felt that the school should 

consider upgrading the toilet facilities generally, arguing that new facilities would 

discourage damage. Dr Letman said that this had not happened when the facilities 

were renewed five years ago. He stated that he would report this view to the Governors 

for their consideration. Mr Marsh, Governor responsible for premises, noted this. 

6. Lockers – it was felt that the system used to ensure that lockers were empty and left in a tidy 

state at the end of the school year should be revisited. In addition, it was felt that students 

with smaller lockers should pay less. Dr Letman stated that he would discuss the points 

raised with staff responsible for managing the locker system and would report back to 

members of the Council. 



7. A.O.B – a suggestion was made that students should be able to pay cash into their accounts 

direct at school. Dr Letman agreed to look into this and provide feedback. 

The meeting ended at 9:35am. 
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