
Welcome
Year 11 Information Evening

22nd September 2016 

Dr Letman – Headteacher

Miss Shelley – Deputy Headteacher



Aims:
• Priorities for year 11 students 

To know what is expected this year…of you and your children 
including dates for your diary

• Student targets and grades 

To inform you of how we will share information about 
progress…and how we will support your child along the way

• Post-16 information 

To clarify the next steps in the transition from high school 
to…post-16 opportunities 

• Home Learning / Study 

To ask for your support in establishing study routines at home



Also to answer the questions you raised:

• Will revision classes be available in all subjects?

• What happens if you are unable to appoint an Art teacher in time?

• Can students retake this year’s Science GCSE?



Key Contacts

• Your child’s form tutor:

Year 11 Tutors – Mr Clarke (ACE), Mr Livingstone (ALE), Mrs Caston
Cooke (ACK), Mrs Law (FLW)

• Mrs Cooke – Assistant Headteacher, Pastoral Care

• Mr Wright - SEN/D 

• Mrs Percival – Examinations Officer

• Subject teachers



Key Dates

Information for Parents 2016/2017 

• See yellow hand out

• Final date: 30th June 2017

• Next Tuesday 27th September: Careers Aspiration and Post-16 Evening

Post-16 events and dates 

• See white handout and website 



Priorities for year 11 students 
Being absolutely clear about where they are at the start 

of the year.

CONFIDENCE

HOME LEARNING / STUDY

EFFORT

ON TRACK



Priorities for year 11 students 

• Clarifying their starting points this year and how your child feels at 
this point...confident, oblivious, terrified, laid back, uncertain, 
confused, anxious. 

• Some are well on the way.  Others need more guidance, 
encouragement, support. 

• ALL should be engaged in regular study from today, if they haven’t 
already started. (Study and home learning are different)



Priorities for year 11 students 

Mock examinations

14th to 25th November 2016



Mock Examinations – WHY?

• To experience the ‘real’ thing

• An opportunity to identify strengths and weaknesses

• Teachers use these to address gaps in knowledge and skills

• Inform students’ study plans and priorities

• Important – grades inform the references we write to post-
16 providers and help us in determining ‘predicted grades’.

This year there will be additional mock examinations.  In 
addition, ‘walking-talking’ mocks. 



Opportunities and Support

• Show My Home Work / Go4Schools

• Support during tutorial time with application process; interview 
skills; study skills focusing on HOW to study in addition to what 
to study. 

• Post-16 assemblies 

• Focused revision assemblies

• Literacy Lessons

• Study topics from all areas with study calendar

• Student Success Centre

• Mentoring – Progress Intervention Programme (PIP)

...consistency in expectations



How can you support your child?

• Today your child received a study pack. Familiarise yourself with the 
information in this.

• You will receive additional information prior to the mock 
examinations. 

• Go through the study tips in the guide. 

• Create a study area at home (separate from relaxation space).

• Tackle any challenges that may prevent success – create a plan to 
manage these. 



Your child’s targets: How do I know if my child 
is on track?
• All students have GCSE targets

• Targets are calculated in keeping with the new performance 
measures: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IAEgFMSGDY

• (HA provisional Progress 8 +0.35) 

• The GCSE target is a minimum expectation

• Targets are created from KS2 data 

• Government supply end of KS4 attainment levels which converts to 
GCSE grades

• Aspirational targets encourage students to achieve beyond the 
minimum expectation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4IAEgFMSGDY


Student targets and grades

Go4Schools. 

Prepare questions for subject teachers in January.  Make contact prior 
to that with concerns. 



What grades does my child need for post-16 
education?  

• It may differ according to course and establishment. 



Entry requirements: Suffolk One
• We are looking at a base grade of 4’s (English and maths), and then 

higher for specific needs of particular courses.

• What will trigger a retake? – We are discussing this at the moment. 
Maths is a straight forward 4. English requirements are now either 
Language or Literature – but we know that some Universities (and 
courses within) have not caught up and still demand Language –
therefore we are discussing this. 

• Applications open on 15th October

• Open dates/Events? - Saturday 15th October 2016 - 9.30am-12.30pm, 
Thursday 20th October 2016 - 5pm-8pm, Wednesday 23rd November 
2016 - 5pm-7pm, Monday 27th February 2017 - 6pm-8pm. Places can be 
booked prior to the event through our website to speed up entry to the 
building. 



Entry requirements: Suffolk One
• A Levels At least 6 A*-C grades at GCSE, including GCSE English (Grade 4) and 

meeting entry criteria for individual subjects. At enrolment we will agree with 
students whether a 4 or 3 AS programme is most appropriate.

• BTEC National Diploma Level 3

• At least 5 A*-C grades at GCSE, including GCSE English. A Grade 2 vocational 
qualification will be regarded as the equivalent of one of the 5 required A*-C 
GCSE grades. 

• Grade 2 Qualifications

• At least 5 GCSEs at grade E or above, including D in Maths or English Language.

Our prospectus is now available on our website and we will shortly be sending 
copies out to the schools.



Entry requirements - Northgate

• For A-level entry as a centre we will require 6 or more GCSEs at grade 
C/grade 4 or above.

• Grade 4 in English & Maths has the same status as the old grade C in those 
subjects. So to trigger a retake any student below grade 4 will have to 
retake.

• As we understand it, some university courses may expect students to have 
a grade 6 in English or Maths.

• Applications open on Thursday 20th October and close on Friday 13th

January 2017.



University of Essex 

• ‘We plan to equate a mark of 4 in the new GCSE to the current grade 
C.’



Post-16 information

• Tuesday 27th September 2016 – Careers Aspiration Fair / 
Post-16 event

During this evening, different local post-16 education 
providers will inform you of their courses and entry 
procedures.  There will also be representatives from 
different employment and training sectors.

• Open Events – see dates on hand-out 

• Apprenticeships – separate process

• Careers focused sessions in tutorial lessons 



Application process
• Most online – complete a form, predicted grades, 

personal statement 

• Dates published on post-16 websites

• Many begin interviews early even if they accept late 
applicants

• Students should have a contingency plan – we 
recommend two (or more applications)

• We will remind students but are not involved in the 
application process itself

• The post-16 providers will communicate directly with 
the young person and seek a reference from us



References



Attendance and Behaviour Points...
we share these



Post-16 Process

• Decisions are made about course offers BEFORE 
results are published

Firm offers ….

Provisional offers….

Alternative offers...

No offer…..



Home Learning / Study 

Home Learning Guide: Sometimes parents report that their child has 
‘no home learning’. All students are preparing for examinations and 
when no specific task is set for a subject, or a student has completed 
the task, they should engage in revision and preparation. 

STUDY

In the lead up to the mock examinations, there is a focus on 
examination preparation



Answers to the questions you raised:

• Will revision classes be available in all subjects?

The revision offer differs depending on the subject, the type of assessment 
and when the course finishes.  Some departments offer after school revision 
classes, some offer opportunities during enrichment, some complete 
revision within their learning hours. 

• What happens if you are unable to appoint an Art teacher in time?

• Can students retake this year’s Science GCSE?

Yes



Aims:
• Priorities for year 11 students 

To know what is expected this year…of you and your children 
including dates for your diary

• Student targets and grades 

To inform you of how we will share information about 
progress…and how we will support your child along the way

• Post-16 information 

To clarify the next steps in the transition from high school 
to…post-16 opportunities 

• Home Learning / Study 

To ask for your support in establishing study routines at home


