
PREPARATION FOR
EXAMS: A GUIDE

Holbrook Academy

Aspire. Engage. Achieve.



This booklet is the go-to resource for
revision for Holbrook Academy students.
Imagine revision as the key to unlocking
your full potential. It’s not just about
memorization; it’s about understanding,
retaining, and applying knowledge. Let’s
explore some practical strategies to make
your revision process more efficient and
rewarding.

INTRODUCTION

THE FIGHT IS WON OR
LOST FAR AWAY FROM
WITNESSES - BEHIND

THE LINES, IN THE GYM,
AND OUT THERE ON THE

ROAD, LONG BEFORE I
DANCE UNDER THOSE

LIGHTS.

MUHAMMAD ALI
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 HOW TO REVISE
Here are some effective revision strategies for students:

1. Create a Schedule:
   - Develop a realistic timetable that allocates specific time slots for each subject.
   - Ensure a balance between subjects and include breaks for optimal retention.

2. Active Learning Techniques:
   - Summarize information in your own words.
   - Create flashcards, mind maps, or diagrams to reinforce understanding.
   - Teach the material to someone else to solidify your knowledge.

3. Practice with Past Papers:
   - Use past exam papers to familiarize yourself with the format and types of questions.
   - Analyze your mistakes to identify areas for improvement.

4. Set Clear Goals:
   - Break down your revision into manageable goals.
   - Focus on specific topics or chapters during each study session.

5. Utilize Technology:
   - Explore online resources, educational apps, and interactive platforms.
   - Use digital tools for quizzes, virtual flashcards, or collaborative learning.

6. Regular Self-Assessment:
   - Test your knowledge with practice questions and self-assessment quizzes.
   - Identify weak areas and dedicate more time to reinforcing those concepts.

7. Variety in Resources:
   - Use a mix of textbooks, online articles, videos, and other resources.
   - Different materials can provide diverse perspectives and enhance understanding.
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8. Mindful Breaks:
   - Take short breaks during study sessions to prevent burnout.
   - Use breaks for relaxation, stretching, or short walks to refresh your mind.

9. Join Study Groups:
   - Collaborate with classmates for group study sessions.
   - Discuss and debate topics to reinforce understanding.

10. Create a Distraction-Free Environment:
    - Choose a quiet and comfortable place to study.
    - Minimize distractions, including turning off social media notifications.

11. Healthy Lifestyle:
    - Ensure you get enough sleep to support memory consolidation.
    - Maintain a balanced diet and stay hydrated for optimal cognitive function.

12. Reward System:
    - Establish a reward system for reaching study milestones or achieving specific goals.
    - Celebrate accomplishments to stay motivated throughout the revision process.

13. Teach the Material:
    - Pretend you are teaching the material to someone else.
    - This approach reinforces your understanding and helps identify areas of weakness.

14. Mind Mapping:
    - Use mind maps to visually organize and connect key concepts.
    - This technique aids in memory retention and understanding relationships between 
       ideas.

15. Reflection and Adaptation:
    - Regularly reflect on your revision methods.
    - Adapt your strategy if certain techniques are not proving effective.

Remember, everyone has different learning styles, so feel free to experiment with these
strategies and tailor them to what works best for you. Consistency and a proactive
approach are key to successful revision.
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A REVISION TIMETABLE
Creating a revision timetable can be a helpful way to organise your study sessions and
manage your time effectively. Here's a step-by-step guide on how to make a revision
timetable:

1. Gather Information:
   - Collect all the necessary information about your exams, including dates, subjects, and topics 
      to be covered.

2. List Your Subjects and Topics:
   - Make a list of all the subjects you need to revise.
   - Break down each subject into specific topics or chapters.

3. Assess Your Time:
   - Determine the total amount of time available for revision.
   - Consider your daily schedule, including school, extracurricular activities, and personal  
      commitments.

4. Prioritize Subjects:
   - Identify subjects or topics that require more attention or are more challenging for you.
   - Allocate more study time to these areas.

5. Create a Weekly Overview:
   - Divide your available study time over the entire week.
   - Assign specific subjects or topics to each day, considering your priorities.

6. Allocate Study Blocks:
   - Break your day into study blocks, usually ranging from 30 minutes to 2 hours.
   - Use shorter blocks for less challenging topics and longer blocks for more complex  
      subjects.
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7. Mix Subjects and Breaks:
   - Avoid focusing on one subject for an extended period; mix subjects to keep your mind engaged.
   - Schedule short breaks between study blocks for relaxation.



9. Include Review Sessions:
   - Dedicate specific time slots for reviewing previously studied material.
   - Regular review helps reinforce learning and enhances long-term retention.

10. Assess Your Time:
   - Determine the total amount of time available for revision.
   - Consider your daily schedule, including school, extracurricular activities, and personal 
      commitments.

11. . Consider Peak Productivity Times:
    - Identify your peak productivity times during the day.
    - Schedule more challenging subjects or topics during these periods.

12.  Achievements:
    - Acknowledge and celebrate your accomplishments.
    - Recognize when you've successfully completed a study session or achieved a specific goal.

Remember that a revision timetable is a tool to guide your studies, and it's essential to find a balance
that works for you. Tailor your timetable to your unique learning style and preferences, and don't
hesitate to make adjustments as needed. Consistency and dedication are key to successful revision.

8.  Mix Subjects and Breaks:
   - Avoid focusing on one subject for an extended period; mix subjects to keep your mind
     engaged.
   - Schedule short breaks between study blocks for relaxation.
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Advice for parents...
Dear Parents / Carers,

As we approach the GCSE examinations, I would like to express the importance of your continued support in
helping our students succeed during this crucial time. GCSEs represent a significant milestone in your child’s
academic journey, and your encouragement and involvement can make a substantial difference. Here are
some ways you can support your child with their revision:

 1. Create a Supportive Environment:
 • Ensure a quiet and comfortable study space at home for focused revision.
 • Minimise distractions during study hours to enhance concentration.
 

2. Establish a Revision Routine:
 • Help your child create a revision timetable that balances all subjects.
 • Encourage breaks for relaxation and rejuvenation between study sessions.
 

3. Understand Their Revision Needs:
 • Have open conversations with your child about their revision methods and preferences.
 • Be supportive and flexible, adapting to their individual learning styles.

4. Provide Resources:
 • Ensure your child has access to necessary revision materials, including textbooks, notes, and online  
   resources.
 • Visit the local library or explore educational websites together.
 

5. Encourage Healthy Habits:
 • Prioritise a healthy lifestyle by ensuring your child gets adequate sleep, maintains a balanced diet, and 
   engages in regular physical activity.
 • A well-rested and healthy student is better equipped to handle the challenges of revision.
 

6. Celebrate Progress:
 • Recognise and celebrate your child’s achievements, whether big or small.
 • Positive reinforcement fosters motivation and boosts their confidence.
 
7. Stay Informed:
 • Keep yourself informed about the exam schedule, important dates, and any specific guidance provided by 
   the school.
 • Attend any parent-teacher meetings or revision workshops organised by the school.
 
8. Be a Listening Ear:
 • Understand that the GCSE period may be stressful for your child.
 • Be a supportive listener, offering encouragement and reassurance when needed.

Your involvement and encouragement play a vital role in helping our students navigate the challenges of
GCSE revision. By working together, we can create an environment that promotes success and well-being for
each student. Thank you for your ongoing support.

Sincerely,
Mrs Chapman
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As the exam season approaches, students often find themselves in the midst of heightened stress and
anxiety. Balancing study sessions, expectations, and the pressure to perform well can be overwhelming.
However, understanding and implementing effective stress management techniques can make a significant
difference in navigating this challenging period.

Navigating the Storm: Strategies for
Managing Stress During Exams

1. Establish a realistic study schedule:
Creating a well-organised study schedule is crucial for managing stress during exams. Break down your study
material into manageable chunks, and allocate specific time slots for each subject. A realistic schedule not
only ensures comprehensive coverage but also helps prevent last-minute cramming.

2. Prioritise self-care:
Amidst the academic demands, it’s essential to prioritise self-care. Ensure you get adequate sleep, maintain a
balanced diet, and engage in regular physical activity. These factors significantly contribute to your overall
well-being and play a vital role in managing stress.

3. Practice mindfulness and relaxation techniques:
Incorporating mindfulness and relaxation techniques into your daily routine can be immensely beneficial.
Techniques such as deep breathing, meditation, or simple stretches help alleviate tension, improve focus, and
foster a sense of calmness amid the storm of exams.

4. Break tasks into smaller goals:
Rather than feeling overwhelmed by the enormity of exam preparation, break down your study tasks into
smaller, achievable goals. Completing these smaller goals gives you a sense of accomplishment and helps
maintain motivation throughout the revision process.

5. Seek support and communicate:
Don’t hesitate to reach out for support. Discuss your concerns with friends, family, or teachers. Sometimes,
sharing your thoughts and feelings can provide a fresh perspective, and others might offer valuable advice or
encouragement.

6. Stay active:
Physical activity is a powerful stress reliever. Incorporate short breaks for physical exercise during your study
sessions. Whether it’s a brisk walk, a quick workout, or a simple stretch routine, physical activity can refresh
your mind and enhance your ability to concentrate.
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7. Limit social media and distractions:
While staying connected is important, excessive use of social media can contribute to stress and distract
you from your studies. Consider limiting your screen time during study hours to maintain focus and
reduce unnecessary stress.

8. Practice positive self-talk:
Replace negative thoughts with positive affirmations. Remind yourself of your capabilities, past
achievements, and the effort you are putting into your studies. Positive self-talk can boost your
confidence and reduce anxiety.

9. Take breaks strategically:
Ensure your study breaks are purposeful and refreshing. Whether it’s a short walk, listening to music, or
enjoying a healthy snack, breaks are essential for maintaining concentration and preventing burnout.

10. Reflect on past successes:
Remind yourself of past accomplishments and challenges you’ve overcome. Reflecting on your resilience
and ability to succeed can instill confidence and motivation during challenging times.

As you navigate through the storm of exams, remember that managing
stress is a skill that can be developed over time. Implementing these
strategies will not only contribute to your success during exams but will also
equip you with valuable tools for handling stress in various aspects of life.
Take a deep breath, believe in your abilities, and approach exams with a
positive and resilient mindset.
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It's never too late - in fiction
or in life - to revise.
Nancy Thayer



 1. Introduction to Mind Mapping:
  • Mind mapping is a visual technique to organize and 
    represent information.
  • Begin with a central idea or topic in the center of your page.
 2. Basic Elements:
  • Branches: Radiate from the central idea, representing key 
    concepts.
  • Keywords: Use short, meaningful words or phrases to label 
   branches.
  • Colors: Employ different colors to highlight and categorize 
    information.
 3. Organizing Information:
  • Group related ideas together using branches and sub-
    branches.
  • Create a hierarchy to show the importance or sequence of
    ideas.
 4. Enhance Creativity:
  • Include images, symbols, and doodles to make your mind 
    map visually engaging.
  • Allow your mind to make connections and think freely.
 5. Effective Keywords:
  • Use one or two powerful words for each branch to capture 
    the essence of the idea.
  • Keywords should trigger your memory and convey the main 
    point.
 6. Connectivity:
  • Utilize lines, arrows, or other connectors to show 
    relationships between different ideas.
  • Ensure a logical flow within your mind map.
 7. Review and Revise:
  • Regularly review and update your mind map as you gain 
    more insights.
  • Modify and refine the structure to accommodate new information.

MIND-MAPPING

  8. Mind Mapping Tools:
  • Explore digital tools like MindMeister, XMind, or even 
    simple ones like paper and markers.
  • Choose a tool that suits your preferences and 
    facilitates easy adjustments.
 9. Application in Studies:
  • Use mind maps for note-taking, summarizing 
    information, and organizing thoughts for essays or 
    projects.
  • Enhance understanding by visually representing 
    complex concepts.
 10. Practice and Experiment:
  • Start with simple topics and gradually tackle more 
    complex subjects.
  • Experiment with different styles and structures to find 
    what works best for you.
 11. Collaborative Mind Mapping:
  • Collaborate with classmates by creating shared mind 
    maps for group projects/revision tasks
 

Remember, mind mapping is a flexible and personal tool.
Adapt it to your own learning style and discover how it
can significantly improve your understanding and
retention of information.
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This section explores the intricacies of memory and proposes strategies to optimise revision for
improved retention. Memory, a complex cognitive function, involves encoding, storing, and
retrieving information. Understanding these processes can inform more effective revision
techniques. Key strategies include active engagement, repetition, association, visualisation,
teaching others, employing multiple senses, chunking, prioritising sleep, maintaining a healthy
lifestyle, and incorporating regular reviews. The synthesis of these strategies provides a
comprehensive approach to enhance memory and maximise the benefits of revision.

Active Engagement:
Engaging actively with learning materials enhances memory formation (Craik & Lockhart,
1972). Participation in discussions, self-quizzing, and summation during study sessions
promotes deeper understanding and strengthens memory traces.

Repetition:
The spacing effect (Ebbinghaus, 1885) suggests that distributing revision over time is more
effective than cramming. Regularly revisiting information reinforces neural connections and
aids in long-term retention.

Association:
Building associations between new and existing knowledge enhances memory consolidation
(Anderson, 1983). Creating meaningful links between concepts facilitates easier retrieval during
revision.

Visualisation:
Mental imagery and visualisation contribute to memory recall (Paivio, 1986). Incorporating
visual aids or creating mental pictures associated with information can significantly improve
retention.

Teaching Others:
The protégé effect (Mimouni-Chaabane et al., 2012) highlights the benefits of teaching others.
Explaining concepts to peers reinforces one's understanding and strengthens memory through
the act of teaching.

ENHANCING
MEMORY
RETENTION
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Use Multiple Senses:
Multisensory learning (Davenport & Potter, 2004) involves engaging multiple senses during
learning. Combining reading, writing, and verbalizing information can enhance memory
encoding and retrieval.

Chunking:
Chunking information into smaller units (Miller, 1956) aids in memory storage and retrieval.
Breaking down complex topics into manageable chunks facilitates more effective revision.

Healthy Lifestyle:
A healthy lifestyle positively influences cognitive functions (Kramer et al., 2006). Proper
nutrition, hydration, and regular exercise contribute to overall brain health, benefiting memory
processes.

Regular Reviews:
Periodic reviews of previously learned material (Karpicke & Roediger, 2007) prevent forgetting
and reinforce neural pathways, optimising memory for the long term.

In conclusion, an integrative approach that combines these strategies can significantly
enhance memory retention during revision. By understanding the cognitive processes involved
in memory and applying evidence-based revision techniques, individuals can maximise the
effectiveness of their learning endeavours.

SLEEP:
 SLEEP PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE
IN MEMORY CONSOLIDATION
(DIEKELMANN & BORN, 2010).

PRIORITIZING SUFFICIENT AND
QUALITY SLEEP SUPPORTS

OPTIMAL COGNITIVE
FUNCTIONING AND MEMORY

RETENTION.
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Here are some useful websites for GCSE revision across various subjects:

1. BBC Bitesize:  - provides comprehensive resources for a wide range of GCSE subjects, including 
    study guides, quizzes, and video tutorials.
    - [BBC Bitesize](https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize)
2. Seneca Learning: - Offers interactive and adaptive learning resources for GCSE subjects, 
    allowing students to revise with quizzes and flashcards.
    - [Seneca Learning](https://senecalearning.com)
3. Khan Academy:  Covers various subjects with instructional videos, practice exercises, and a 
    personalized learning dashboard.
    - [Khan Academy](https://www.khanacademy.org)
4. Get Revising (The Student Room): - Offers study resources, revision tools, and a community 
    forum for GCSE students. [Get Revising](https://getrevising.co.uk)
5.  Quizlet: Allows users to create and find flashcards, quizzes, and study games across various 
     subjects.
6. GCSE Pod - Perfect for learning or revising for your GCSE/ IGCSE exams. 
7. Google Classroom  - where your teachers are contactable and share resources
8. Mymaths - an interactive online teaching and homework subscription website for schools that 
    builds pupil engagement and consolidates maths knowledge
9. Educake -  has tens of thousands of questions that are automatically marked and analysed.

Remember to check with your teachers for any specific resources they recommend, and consider
using a variety of platforms to find the best combination for your learning style.

USEFUL REVISION TOOLS

GIVE ME A LEVER
LONG ENOUGH AND

A FULCRUM ON
WHICH TO PLACE IT,
AND I SHALL MOVE

THE WORLD.

ARCHIMEDES
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ON THE DAY
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The day of the exam can be nerve-wracking, but with some careful planning and

mindful strategies, you can approach it with confidence. Here are some pieces of

advice for the day of your exam:

1. Start Your Day Early:

   - Give yourself ample time in the morning to avoid rushing.

   - Have a nutritious breakfast to fuel your body and brain.

2. Review Key Points, but Avoid Cramming:

   - Glance over key concepts or formulas to refresh your memory.

   - Avoid trying to learn new material on the day of the exam, as it may increase 

     stress.

3. Double-Check Exam Details:

   - Confirm the time, location, and any specific requirements for the exam.

   - Ensure you have all necessary materials, such as pens, pencils, and any 

     permitted resources.

4. Stay Positive:

   - Remind yourself of your preparation and the efforts you've put into studying.

   - Focus on positive affirmations to boost your confidence.

5. Arrive Early:

   - Aim to arrive at the exam venue well before the scheduled start time.

   - Being early allows you to settle in, review notes if needed, and calm your 

     nerves.

6. Stay Hydrated:

   - Bring a water bottle to stay hydrated during the exam.

   - Dehydration can negatively impact concentration and cognitive function.

7. Take Deep Breaths:

   - Practice deep breathing exercises to calm your nerves.

   - Inhale deeply, hold for a few seconds, and exhale slowly to relax your body and 

     mind.



8. Read Instructions Carefully:

   - Take a few minutes to carefully read through all exam instructions.

   - Make sure you understand the format, requirements, and any specific 

     guidelines.

9. Manage Your Time Wisely:

   - Allocate your time wisely across different sections or questions.

   - If you get stuck on a question, move on and come back to it later.

10. Focus on Yourself:

   - Avoid engaging in last-minute discussions with classmates about the content.

   - Stay focused on your own preparation and strategy.

11. Use Relaxation Techniques:

    - If you feel anxious during the exam, use quick relaxation techniques, such as 

      counting to ten or taking a moment to stretch.
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Remember, it's normal
to feel a bit nervous,
but trust in your
preparation and stay
positive. You've
worked hard to reach
this point, and you
have the skills and
knowledge needed to
succeed. Good luck!

08

09

15



1. “Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to success. If

you love what you are doing, you will be successful." - Albert Schweitzer

2. "The only place where success comes before work is in the dictionary." -

Vidal Sassoon

3. "It always seems impossible until it's done." - Nelson Mandela

4. "Believe you can and you're halfway there." - Theodore Roosevelt

5. "Your education is a dress rehearsal for a life that is yours to lead." - Nora

Ephron

6. "The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today." -

Franklin D. Roosevelt

7. "The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." -

Eleanor Roosevelt

8. "The only way to do great work is to love what you do." - Steve Jobs

9. "The difference between a successful person and others is not a lack of

strength, not a lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will." - Vince Lombardi

10. "You are never too old to set another goal or to dream a new dream." -

C.S. Lewis

INSPIRATIONAL
QUOTES
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